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WinELESS

NON-STOP MUSIC

FOR

SIX WEEKS!!

One section of the library at
Broadcasting House contains
over 37,000 gramophone

records.

Hot\‘ wetld you Hie to piay veur
radiogramopiione for over six
weeks withour a stop? A

terrible thought, isn't it >  And vet

it would take vou longer than that—

much longer—to play just once each -

sidle of all the records stored in the
B.B.C. library,

There are over thirty-seven tiiousand
of them, classified and stored on stecd
shelves. Twelve inchand ten-inch dises,
special recording of efiects, voices of
the past, stars of the present—a giant
collection that rivals anyvthing <lse
in the world,

A Vast Selection

At a moment’s notice practically
any sclection of music can be chosen
and plaved {rom this magnificent
library, while should it be desired to
broadcast the voice of Caruso, of
Melba, of Stanley Holloway or the
Western DBrothers, the library holds it
there in safe keeping. :

But the great array of black discs
in their card cnvelopes is not the
only wonder that is contained within
the libraries of the B.B.C. In another
scries of rooms there are vast collec-
tions of orchestral music, thirteen
thousand items or so, of dance music,
piano and violin items, organ pieces,
some eight or nine thousand songs, and
nearing a hundred thousand vocal
scores | The twelve years of life of the
B.B.C. have not becnn wasted by the
librarians who from a tiny collection
ot more or less odd items piled in a
corner have built up a vast and price-
less storehouse of reference.

Eight Thousand Plays!

There is a third library, smaller but
none the less important. It contains
something like cight thousand plays
collected during the last eight years
from those considered suitable for
broadcasting. They have not all Leen
" on the air,”” however, and are being

kept ready for inclusion in any desired-

programme. ;

This huge assembly of plays is not
by any means comparable with the
number of plays that are submitted,

From ' Wireless ' Volume I, No., I December 19%.,

f57 every week a
hundred or so are
rejected and re-
turned to disap-
pointed would-be
plavwrights.
_Butdon'tict that
fact discourage you
if vou feel that yvou
Inow whatiswanted
i the way of radio
play material. The
B.C. is alwavs ready to consider
plavs submitted, and you might be one
of the fortunate authors to have their
work accepted. But don’t make your
play too long, and keep the number of

characters down, at the same time

arranging s far as possible such variety
in the characterisation that the differ-
ent voices are readily distinguishable
over the air.

By the way, when submitting a play
for broadcasting o not accompany it
with a whole list of author’s directions.
And specially avoid the not unknown
peremptory request that it should be
performed the same ecening !

RADIO ON THE
"~ ROAD

( ; LADUALLY car radio is growing in popu- -

larity, though the growth has not been

so rapid as was expected by many.
From a rather small, insignificant start at
last year’s motor show radio has pushed
itself to the fore to the extent that over
thirty vehicles at the show exhibited radio
fitted as either standard or an extra. :
The Philco company hLave forged ahead,

+ and twenty-three stands at OlymKia showed

Philco car radio sets in sitn. Among the
cars fitting these sets are Aunstin, Standard,
Singer, Vauxhall, Humber, and Hillman.
An Output of Five Waits
One model Philco gives an output of

5 watts via a Class B stage, and is designed-

for limousine work where a separate speaker
is required, or for passenger coaches. This
set is a seven-valver using multi-purpose
valves, and it costs 24 guineas.

The Ekco Co. have also entered the motor
market very seriously, and at the recent
show two Rolls-Royces, a Humber Snipe, and
& Vanxhall were shown fitted with the

Decemb ?“i’;?j-i

I"al;y a new arvival among the arcepicd plays in the B.B.C.

library.

4-watt receiver that is produced by this
well-known tirm.

Of course, caravans aud boats showed
radio fittings, but car radio has not caught
on so generally as it should. Perhaps the
slow growth is an advantage, for it will
certainly mean that by the time it becomes
a standard fitting or standard extra on
practicallv all cars the technical snags will
all have been erased—as they have in the
cases that are so far on the market. It does
not look, however, as if more than four or
five manufacturers are going to interest
themseclves in the problem of providing
music for those on the road.

A Pleasant Companion

There is bound to be a fairly wide differ-
ence of opinion among motorists until car
radio has fully proved its worth. In most
cases, of course, it is not the necessity which
home radio is considered by millions to-day,
but it is o very pleasant companion: and,
though I do not care for it to be *“ on ™ while
driving, it is certainly & boon at picnics and
other times where a little diversion is
required. ;

Car radio is not difficult to fit, though in
most cas >3 it is s job for the qualified engineer.
and not one that can successfully be accom-
plished at home. .

Easy to Install

Should it be desired to be fitted at home,
then one of the easiest to install is the Lissen
—a six-valve Class B receiver that fits com.
pletely under the floorboards if desired. being
contained in a metal weatherproof box.

The control is carried out by Bowden cable
from a small fitment on_the steering column,
while the loudspeaker can be situated in any
convenient part of the vehicle. A popular
place is under the facia board.

There are two models of. Lissen car radio
available, at 16 dnd 20 guineas, for battery or
generator power supply. It is certainly a sot

- that any motorist who is considering car radio:

should investigate.
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gether with a large collection of journals, the
of huge reference and intrinsic value containing many
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Final chapter in 100 year story?
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archive of whigh extends backqwer H0 years and is
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? Do you think the BBC should keep its library?
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them bought in or, more likely,

further charges to customers. 7
know the fate of their library. After all, we still loan around

members of BH, TVC and Bush House research centres
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‘has beem

- We feelthat our customers have  right to

15,000:honlka vear.

which could mean a delay of arouna & week and
( Below )

Do we:stilEnpat baokRswherws have the internet

and archives, replies: The majority of
our lending books are based at BH and will
have to be moved out to make way for the
1&A buys an extensive collection of online
reference sources on behalf of the BBC,

Paul Flunder, head of information
redevelopment, Books loans have shrunk

years, making it unviable to recreate a large
iending library at a remote location when
the same books could be obtained from
other sources more cost effectively. However
our specialist collections - eg art. music,
biography, broadeasting, history, geography
~which make up 75 percent of borrowing
will be retained in W12 and will continue to
be available to 1&A researchers and for
enhanced to satisfy the BBC's requirement
for hooks.

which are used by many more people than
currantly borrow books, We belleve thisis -
the best use of our resources for the future.

from 50,000 to 15,000 over the past five
browsing. Our external loans service will be
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PRESERVATION The Library of Congress

Cylinder, Disc and Tape Care in a Nutshell

Handling - Storage - Cleaning - Packaging, Containers - Playback Equipment
Bibliography - Supply Sources

HANDLING
General Do not touch the playing surface/s of any recording.
Clean hands before handling recordings.
Discs Handle all grooved discs (78s, 45s, LPs, and acetate discs) by their edge
and label areas only. Handle compact discs by outer edge and center hole

only.
Tape (Open Reels) Handle by the outer edge of the reel flanges and center hub areas only. Do
not squeeze flanges together -- it will damage tape edges.
Tape (Cassettes, Handle by outer shell, only. Do not place fingers or any other materials
Audio and Video) into openings.

Cylinders Handle by inserting middle and index fingers in the center hole, then
gently spread them to just keep the cylinder from slipping off. Do not
touch the grooves of wax cylinders; they are very susceptible to mold.
Wax cylinders should be at room temperature before touching; the thermal
shock from the warmth of your hand can cause cold wax cylinders to split.

STORAGE

General Keep all discs and tape both open-reel and cassettes standing upright, on
edge. Store cylinders standing on their ends. Do not lay any recording flat,
not even audio or videocassettes.

Environment Keep all storage and use areas clean,

Medium-term (materials to be preserved for a minimum of 10 years, ANSI IT9. 13, 1996)

Storage Storage areas should be kept at a constant 65 to 70° F and 45 to 50%
Relative Humidity (RH). Widely fluctuating temperature or RH severely
shortens the life span of all recordings. Environmental conditions shall not
fluctuate more that +10 F or +10% RH over a 24-hour period. Keep
recordings away from light, especially sunlight and unshielded fluorescent

lights.
Long-term (Materials having permanent value) Storage areas should be keptata
Storage constant 45 to 50° F or colder (do not store magnetic tapes below 46° F as it

may cause lubrication separation from the tape binder) and 20 to 30% RH
for magnetic tapes (open reel and cassette) and 45 to 50% RH for al] others.
Widely fluctuating temperature or RH severely shortens the life span of all
recordings. Environmental conditions shall not fluctuate more that +5° F or
+5% RH over a 24 hour period. Store in dark areas except when being
accessed, being sure to keep recordings away from UV sources (unshielded
fluorescent tubes and sunlight.)

Tape In general, demagnetization is not a problem in most situations, For an
Demagnetization added margin of safety to prevent demagnetization keep all tape (open reels
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F. loudspeakers, most of which have sizable magnets in them. Do not set tapes
// on top of or leaning against any equipment which can be a source of either
magnetic fields or heat. Be careful about operating machines with electric
/ motors (e.g., vacuum cleaners) next to tape storage arcas.

Shelving Recordings are surprisingly heavy. For example, LPs average between 35
and 45 pounds per shelf-foot; 78 rpm and acetate discs are even heavier.
Because of their shape and the design of their packaging, recordings will
concentrate their weight in the centerline of a shelf, which can cause some
shelving to collapse. Make sure that the shelving you choose is solid and
well constructed.

Discs Must be shelved vertically. Ideally, disc shelving should have full-height
and full-depth dividers, spaced 4 to 6 inches apart, and secured at top and
bottom. Less than full-height dividers may contribute to warpage.
Interfiling discs of different diameter may also cause warpage.

Tapes (Open Boxes should be stored vertically. Dividers are not essential, but the boxes
reel) must be secured with a bookend and not allowed to fall.

Tapes (Cassettes, Cassettes in water repellent plastic containers should be stored vertically
Audio and "on edge," not flat.

Video)

Cylinders Stored standing "on end," like a drinking glass.

Winding tapes Contrary to what your local video-store may say, tapes, including cassettes,
should not be stored in the rewound or fast-forwarded position. Ideally,
play a tape completely through, then store it without rewinding. Rewind it
just before playing it again.

CLEANING

Cleaning Solution A simple, environmentally-friendly solution has been developed for

for Audio Records cleaning acetate/lacquer, shellac, and vinyl records as well as CD's and

CD's and DVD's  DVD's. This solution has been used very satisfactorily at the Library of
Congress. We have not compared it for its effectiveness against
commercial products and have no intention to do so at present. While
most of the lacquer records respond readily to this cleaning solution, a few
isolated examples tend to retain a wax-like deposit that is resistant to this
cleaning solution. A supplemental solution for cleaning such records is

under development.

PACKAGING, CONTAINERS
Discs Most record sleeves should be replaced with a high density polyethylene
such as DiscWasher V.R.P., Mobile Fidelity Original Master Sleeve, or
Nagaoka No. 102 Anti-Static Record Sleeve. If an original paper sleeve
contains text or graphics, the Nagaoka sleeves are thin enough to fit inside
the paper sleeve. :

Some plastic or plastic-lined sleeves should not be used. As a rule of
thumb, "bad" sleeves are clear and have a sticky or tacky feel whereas
"good" sleeves are frosted in appearance and have a slippery feel.

Tape (Open reels) Replace any reel which has a slotted hub. Only reels with unslotted hubs
are acceptable for storage. Reels with slotted hubs may be used as take-up
reels.
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and set the tracking and anti-skating on your tone arm. Check the settings at e
Or anytime you hear mistracking.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
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uncertainty of how well digital tapes store and critical nature of temperature and humidity
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with the capabilities that you have at that time"

Fox, Barry. "Master tapes come to sticky end.” In: New Scientist; 1992 September 22; 127
(1735): 15.
Note: Reports problem of deteriorating sound recording tape, result of which is that the
tapes are very difficult to run and may, in serious cases, Jjam in the recorder. The cause is
thought to be the deterioration of the polyurethane binder used to hoid the magnetic

VanBogart, John W. C. Magnetic tape Storage and handling : A Guide Jor libraries and
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SECRET notebooks used by
the comedian Spike Milligan
1 write scripts for the Goon
Show. which were bought by
a dealer for £30, could fetch
more than £10,U(§§)O atkiuction,

The 13 seruffy books,
which dealer Phil Carey
found at an antiques fair in
Sussex, provide a fascinating
insight into the classic BBC
radio show, which ran from
1952 to 1960.

“It was a complete
accident,” said Mr Carey,
o Uckfield, East Sussex. “I
$ent to the fair but was not

rticularly interested in

aying anything because I

had just paid £35,000 foran  experts at the auction house

entire private library, have not yet finished
“Isaw one of the books on  examining them, it is thought

the edge of a stall and quickly that they could fetch more

realised what it was from than £10,000.

from the jokes, poems and The recent history of the

comments inside. The dealer

notebooks remains a

wanted £10 but I knocked mystery. The dealer who sold
himdownto£8andthenhe  them to Mr Carey said they
said thathe had moreinhis  came from a house clearance
car outside. in Hastings, Sussex, which is

“Iboughtthe whole lotfor  not far from where Milligan
£30. It is the biggest bargain  died aged 83 last year.

of my career. It was justa

-matter of being in the right

place at the right time, which
maybe happens once in your
lifetime.”

The notebooks are as
unconventional as their
author. Milligan used
Victorian and Edwardian
children’s books and

Last week Mr Carey took publications by the Religious
the notebooks to Christie’sin  Tracts Society in which he
London, where they will be scribbled on blank pages and

sold later this year. Although

in the margins. The first

Post production
moves towards
tape free operation

Post production is joining forces with
manufacturer Quantel to introduce a
digital server based solution thar will
eventually make the operations of
clients such as BBC sport tape free,

The partnership plans to phase in
operations suitable for modern digital
widescreen production. making produc-
tion more efficient for fast turnaround
activities such as sport and events,

‘The post production market is cur-
rently seeing advances in server-hased
technology and this is going 1o continye
to change the face of the industry
within the next three to five vears,” said
Paul Grice. director of technology,
Resources.

Post production will begin with a
combination of linear and non-linear
editing and move towards a completely
tapeless set-up.

In the short term. there will be a
reducrion in rtape-based working
although archive capture will still rake
place on tape for the forseeable future.
Ingest from incoming feeds. post pro-
daction and server plavour will all
become part of a tapeless process.

The full project will involve a phased
refurbishment of post production’s facil-
ities. [t will begin with the replacement
of existing analogue systems by a digital
server for BBC sport. The service will
then be rolled out for other BBC and
commercial customers.
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_Al/]igan’s secret notes — bought for £30

Milligan with Secombe and Seilers. One of the notebook entries says:

})

<How to obtain a job as zomedian/scriptwriter at the BEC: Dear Sir,
Madam and those of you who have had the operation. Please give me
a position at the BBC. | am willing to start at the bottom and work my
way to the top (I was taught this by a French mistress in Naples.)
have an assistant idiot, name of P. Sellers, wha is willing to make tea.?

—may fetch £10,000

entry that Mr Carey noticed
said: “This book belongs to a
wandering idiot of no fixed
abode known on most police
charge sheets as Terence
Milligan, also Spike, also
Eccles, also Minnie
Bannister.”

It adds: “T. Milligan, June
20,54.7

The books reveal the
banter that went on between
Milligan and his fellow Goons
stars, Harry Secombe and
Peter Sellers. One poem says:
“There P Sellers goes on his
toes, Chasing crumpet |
suppose.”

Another reads: “Oh To be
in England now that April's
there. Ah but I am in bed in
East Finchley and April's

Ariel/BBC and
Paily Telegraph
May - July, 2003

bare. P. Sellers. Dirty lucky
swine.”

“When I am sad and want a
laugh, I think of Ned
Seagoon, stuck in his bath.”

The books contain
references to Goon Show
characters and Milligan has
written the word “use” next
to some of the jokes

book he writes: “This book
was presented to Peter
Sellers by the East Finchléy
Borstal Reform School where
he graduated in hoisting, bin
whizzinf. fraud, :
embezzlement, sexual
deviation, silly voices and
over-acting. Terence
Milligan. August 1951,"

indicating that he intended to Mr Carey said: “These
include them in his scripts. books are like a treasure

There are frequent store of jokes and comments
remarks about Sellers’s visits  from one of Britain’s greatest
to Buckingham Palace. ever humorists.” ;

Milligan deseribes Prince Bill Horsman, chairman of
Philip as “Phil the Bubble” the Goon Show Preservation
(which is understood to mean Society, which has branches
“Phil the Greek”, since in Britain. the United States,
bl;:bble mld sql}eak is Australia and South Agica.
thyming slang for Greek). said: “Milligan might be

In the front of a children’s  dead, bu?ﬁ won't lie down.”

Wartime Piaf songs unea

Six songs recorded by
Edith Piaf during the
Second World War and
long since thought lust
have been discovered in
the archives of the
National Library in Paris.

One of the songs, La
Fille de Joie est Triste (The
Parly Girl is Sad), is said
to be an carly version of
Pial’s well-known
Accordeoniste.

AFP, Parls

Fdith Piaf

rthed
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Harry MacKenzie in Glasgow remembers AFN London :

As | recall, the signal from

AFN Munich/Stuttgart during daylight hours was almost unlistenable at times, but only came a bit
stronger when darkness fell. That meant that tuning in the summer time was pointless during the day.
Plus the fact that |, like everyone else, was working during the day, so the only time we could try for
a signal was late in the evnings at the week-ends.

This is why I'm fully wised up to AFN London. In these days, my job allowed me to come home at lunch
time, and | wasted no time in tuningot Duffle Bag, and the later afternoon programmes, Strictly Off The
Record, Downbeat and all the rest. Then, just after the six o'clock news, a programme called Gl Supper
Club. It was a record programme and ran for just under an hour. The evening programmes were just
as great, and the whole point was then once AFN was up and running, and on air from 6am to12mn
or 1am, the signal was always loud and clear and easy to tune in to, and essential listening.

The American service men and women stationed in this country were less than excited by the BBC. In
fact, they found nothing of interest on it and campaigned for their own radio station. At first, the higher-
ups said, "No," but there was quite a bit of pressure on them. The troops, naturally, wanted to hear the
programmes they were used to back home, Jack Benny show, Bing Crosby show, Dinah Shore show
and so on. They could not get to like any of the shows being broadcast by the BBC. So, eventually the
BBC was approached for permission for their own radio station, but they didn't like the idea, as the
thought of what would be a foreign station operating on their patch filled them with horror. However,
gradually the pressure was increased and the BBC eventually had to agree, but stipulated that there
wojuld not be a transmitter in the London area. Although the new station was intended for the US troops
only, the BBC knew that they could not stop Biritish listeners from tuning in. It certainly seems that they
did not allow any British newspapers from carrying AFN's listing. | would say this is true. | got a friend
to check the publications between 4 Jul y 1943 and 31 December 1945, and there is not one listing
anywhere.

Today, | still wonder how | and my pals knew to tune into
240m, and also knew what programmes were on at what time. However, as there was a huge transit
camp on the south side of the city, and Yanks arriving regularly by boat at Greenock to be taken to the
transit camp, there was always a lot of American soldiers milling about. | reckon we must have got the
informatioin from them. From what | have heard of the German AFNSs, | have to come to the conclusion
that AFN London was much more enjoyable.

10 YEARS ACC - ALl ANETVERSARY

by

Raynond =, Welch-Rartran

In the history of commercial broadcasfing to Eritain
Trou rodio stations on the Continent, few dates are as
significant as the one, the seventieth anniversary of which
is nearly upon us, On that date, Sunday 3rd December 1933,
ZJadio Luxenbourg's English-language conmercial DProgrannes
connmenced on the Station's wavelength of 1191 netres long
wave, The Concession for the English-language transmissions
had been obtained by Radio Iublicity (London) Ltd, .It was
for this conpany that the young Stephen Willians worked, IHe
was not employed by the Station, but by the Concessionaires,
whose Directeur G&néral he was, The Concessionnaires
delegated hin to the Station to launch and manage the
Station's transmissions in English, An associate conpany
of Radio Mublicity (London) Ltd, commenced mogressively
developing pre-recorded programmes for advertisers, That
was Radio TMublicity (Universal) Lid,



This was the arrangenent vwhen ladio Luxenbourg's
English-language connerclial projrannes conmenced, They Vvele
ransferred on that Sunday en bloc to the gtation from the

then connercial station, Radlo aris, adio ™ris wes on
long wave , &s vas Radio Luxembourg, The holder of the
Enzlish-lansuage 2roj rgnneu concecslon on .edilo rTis was
medio Tublieity (,ondo Itd., for which conpeny Stephen
™illlans worked, Radio rio was no longer golng to be
available for English coumerclal rrogrennes, because the
French Gover:inent wanted to use it s a Ling-pin stetion of
& non-counercilal : otwork, and their nurchase of Dadio Taris
for this purpose gove rise to the necessity of transferring
the Concessionna 1?95' progrannes to onother station wixich,
fortunately, was noWw availabWe in the fora of ladio
Luxenbourg,

Stephen L illions carried out the closure of the
conmercial progrennes on iLedio —aris, and the opening of
the coumercial broadcasts from Hadlo Luxeabouzp, in one
sisultaneous operation, ,n?ou;qout the day, 1|ote“e““ to

the progranpmes from Radlo mmris were told to aove the tuning
noiite_ of their radio along the dlal until they plc&ed up
the same progranmes agaln, This, they Vere told, was wheTre

the progrannes they liked would be cozing fron in future -
they would have found, and Ve“e then listening to, Liacdio

Luxeubouryg Path stetions Leing on the sane wmveb;;;, Tong

Te.
vave, the operation zenle ﬁOt zve been neateX.

A

on Lunday omd Decenbex 1625 thre ' GonCersion

Sfs I v S Landn
on ..edio Lurexboury was in the hands of ladio Publicity
{fondon) Ltd, It continued thus until 16th Februaxy 1030,
inother Sunday, I have the Studio Transaissiorn Sheets for
that fateful day, There are  coples of these s>eetc, Iunc
set. desasell at the “t“tio:, “odio Luxenbouxry, oie WS
~eteined by Stephen L.illizns, &nd Ltephen (e clese f£rierd)

B Cre osheet of

w

handed to ne the uole otae” Sct then zenaining,

these extrenely detailed instzuctions 1is 3 ssipg, but
reference to other prosronue schedules gds phstiouthexe
were only 4% minutes English progrannes oh the nilssing

sheet, If =y opinlon regexrding tue format of these two
nissing progranmes is cor#ect, the fact is that out of the
Sundoy's total of 14% hours E«"'iis’n orogranzes, O hours
were on discs (28 programmes), and 6 hours were on filn
(15 progranmnes), A1l but 307 :inLtes of this total was
s ponsored,

The day had begun norzally, 4t it's end, IZadlo
Fublicity (London) Ltd,'s Concession hkad been dranatically
terninated. But that is =snother story, Sunday 3rd Decenbex
was the day that it all started, TC years ago.
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Weihnachtsringsendung 1942 (part 1) .
(Christmas broadcastings from various German fronts combined)

a review by Bernard Wichert, Germany

Many legends rank around that “Ring-Broadcasting® of the Grossdeutscher Rundfunk of
December 24, 1942. For some it is a grand forgery of the nazi propaganda machinery to to
conjure up reality before the German people, for others it is a true proof of the technical
advantages and possibilities.

The believers of the first theory say that in reality there had been no real, direct broadcasts
from about a dozen fronts, spread throughout half of Europe but a simulation underlaid with
excellent fakes of atmopspheric disturbances.

A document that has now come into the hands of radio historians gives some clarification of
the development of that broadcasting.

The script shows that the recordings had been made days before on magnetic tape to be
combined to a 90-minute-broadcast. Of that only the last minutes have survived. That means
that ,indeed, it had not been a live broadcast, as Wilhelm Bartholdy pretended in the magazine
“Reichsrundfunk®: The speaker , he said, has called all the Germans together at home and on
the fronts to join in a broadcasting that spreads over 50,000 kilometers across the continent
with no borders, no difficulties that cannot be managed by the German technicians. To roof
his words the magazine showed a cover-photo with those persons in charge of the
monumentous undertaking. In his diaries Goebbels called the Ringsendung “wonderful® and
“touching™ because it combined front and home.

It was the third time during WWII that the Grossdeutscher Rundfunk presented a
“Weihnachtsruingsendung” . So experiences had been collected before and a routine that
began in 1939 was there. A more conventional radio programme with links to various Reich
Stations had been on Christmas evening 1939 and included speeches by Goebbels and HeB.

Regional broadcasts had been stopped from mid-1940 on so that Christmas 1940 presented a
humogeneously formed programme. Radio magazines proclaimed “a German Christmas. 90
million celebrate together. 40 microphones connect front and home* and continued: ““A Ring
Broadcast of the Greater German Radio (GroBdeutscher Rundfunk) conducted in community
with war correspondents of the Wehrmacht- East and Wets, North and South greet over a
distance of many thousand kilometers- Radio waves unite to a collective event.*

Werner Pliicker was the organizer. The recording still exist.

The 1941 Christmas Ring-Broadcast can only be traced down by a poem of Heinrich Anacker
that appeared in the Reichsrundfunk-Magazine 21 of 1941/42 “Weihnachtsringsendung
1941 “Glocken der Heimat ertonen in Hellas und Flandern, Klingen in einsamen Bunkern
an Newa und Don. Uber Wogen, zu einsamen Booten sie wandern — Jenseits der Meere
nochjubelt ihr seliger Ton.“ As for 1943 and 1944 one can guess that there had been such a
broadcast as well. The minutes of Fritzsche’s conferences indicate that.

Here now a summary of the document :

“Schedule with compulsory information on how to conduct the single broadcast
contributions*; '

Conductor. Gruppenleiter Werner Pliicker

Organization: Heinz-Hermann Stromer

Technic: Dr Ing Ludwig Heck

Office: Haus des Rundfunks, Berlin-Charlottenburg 9, Masurenallee 8-14
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Annotation: Possible broadcasting: Dec.2,1942 between 18.00-19.30 hrs

The complete broadcast comes from a magnetic tape recording.
Rehearsals with preparedness to record in Funkhaus Berlin; Dec.18th — 23rd from 2 -5 am.
each day.
During these times the necessary links to the special selected places of broadcast will be
made. The given rehearsal-times are compulsory for the Propaganda Units at these places. All
necessary people (speakers, greeting soldiers, sing or play groups) must be available then.
In time before Dec.18th the recording engineers must have made a foil- or magnetic tape of
the proposed broadcast contribution and must have sent that to Berlin by Dec.22nd in case of
a failure to be connected during the rehearsals.
Basics for the contributions:
a) a short picture of the milieu, the surrounding and the mood at the location where the
broadcast comes from,
b) strong underlining of the hard fighting on that particular front where the broadcast
comes from;
¢) refreshing to the heart- but not sentimental- greetings from some carefully selected
comrades of whom one or two may give a short report of an occurrence they had and
which may fill their loved ones at home with pride but also give them the reassurance
that makes them on their side report of happy events back home.
d) where especially requested: a musical Christmas greeting
e) where of importance: sounds or signals of fighting troops; enemy jamming signals;
motors ¢ic.

1) Funkhaus Berlin:

Ceremonious intro music

2) Funkhaus Berlin:

Intro words on the Christmas Ring Broadcast of 1942, then: contact to Zakopane

3) Zakopan€:

Military Hospital; lead-in by a Christmas celebration of the wounded there, one Christmas
song sung by all. The speaker in Z.has chosen three wounded, 2 doctor, and a nurse.All must
have relatives in Graz, hamburg,berlin and Frankfurt. One of the wounded must have been
active in the fighting in the Arctic Ocean. This must lead to station Petsamo.

3a) Radio stations Graz,Hamburg,Berlin,Frankﬁnt with the relatives of above are enclosed.

4) Funkhaus Berlin:

contact with Petsamo

5) Petsamo resp. station Liinahamari. Battery Propaganda Company 680 calls in. Three of
four men with relatives in Munich,Graz and Berlin must be present.

5a2) Radio stations Munich,Graz and Berlin with the relatives of 5) are called.

6) Funkhaus Berlin:

linking words to contact Kertsch, Black Sea

7) Kertsch

Navy Company 11 with speaker Kumper and three to four men at the micophone with
relatives in Hamburg and Konigsberg. The speaker in Kertsch begins in 2 soft voice a
Christmas carol ,the rest joins in with a dedication to the men in the Arctic Ocean.

7a) Petsamo comes back and joins the vocals of more than 2000 km away; short greetings
between Petsamo and Kertsch.

7b) Radio stations Hamburg and Konigsberg with the relatives of 7) come in.

(to be continued)



This file including all text and images are from scans of a private
personal collection and have been scanned for archival and research
purposes. This file may be freely distributed, but not sold on ebay

or on any commercial sites, catalogs, booths or'l kiosks, either as reprints
or by electronic methods. This file may be downloaded without charge
from the Radio Researchers Group website at http://www.otrr.org/

Please help in the preservation of old time radio by supporting legitimate
organizations who strive to preserve and restore the programs and related
information.



