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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING: There will be a board meeting on January 6, 1994.

ALL MEMBERS are welcome and invited to attend and participate at the Board of Directors Meeting.

The January 6th meeting will be at the home of Dick King at 7.30 PM.
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RETURN WITH US NOW...is the official publication of The Radio Historical Association of Colorado, Inc.,
a non-profit organization. Cost of membership is $20.00 for the first year with $15.00 for renewal.
Each member has full use of the club resources. For further information contact anyone listed below.
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Phone numbers are in the (303) area code except where indicated.
BRESIDENT.. .. ..o ... Dick King, 900 W Quincy Ave., Englewood CO 80110............ccccocoeee 761-4139
VICE-PRESIDENT............Guy Albright, 785 S Quitman St., Denver CO 80219.................ccccoieee 934-0184
SECRETARY...................Glenn Ritter, P.O. Box 1908, Englewood CO 80150.............ccceveinennnee. 377-4798
TREASURER................... Maletha King, 900 W Quincy Ave., Englewood CO 80110........................ 761-4139
NEWSLETTER EDITOR...Glenn Ritter, P.O. Box 1908, Englewood CO 80150.................................377-4798

TYPESETTING: Adrienne & Mika Rhoden GRAPHIC ARTS: Ron Cramer

R HA.C. HISTORIAN......John Adams, 2811 S Valentia St., Denver CO 80231............cccocomiiieenn. 755-9185

TAPE LIBRARIAN for OPEN REELS: Dick & Maletha King, 900 W Quincy, Englewood CO 80110.761-4139
TAPE LIBRARIANS for CASSETTES:

#1 (1-599) Dan Decker, 10587 #G W Maplewood Dr, Littleton Co 80127............ccoooiiiiiiiiie 933-4232
#2 (600 up) Dave Logan, 5557 S Sherman Cir., Littleton CO 80121.............oocooiiiiiiieieeeerene, 730-1430
#3 (5001 up) Mika Rhoden, 3950 W Dartmouth Ave., Denver CO 80236...........ccccoovvvvvveeeeieeanenne 937-9476
DIRECTOR AT LARGE: David L Michael, 1640 Grant St., Denver CO 80203...........cccccocveviveenennne. 830-0075
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: David L Michael (see above) 2 ...830-0075
BLANK CASSETTE SALES:(Denver ONLY):Guy Albright, 785 S thman, Denver CO 80219 ......... 934-0184
TALKING NEWSLETTER: Mike Fields, 1207 Ruth, Longview TX 75601... ....(903)758-6319
REFERENCE MATERIAL: Bill McCracken, 7101 W Yale Ave.#503, Denver CO 80227 ................ 986-9863
MEMBERSHIP: Glenn Ritter, P.O. Box 1908, Englewood CO 80150
LOGS & SCRIPTS: Fred Hinz, P.O. Box 1908, Englewood CO 80150 : _
TAPE DONATIONS: Bill McCracken, 7101 W Yale Ave. #503, Denver CO 80227............... 986-9863
Herb Duniven, 4184 S Syracuse St., Denver CO 80237..........cceeveene. 773-1142
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(Continued from November)
...We are both from Western
areas and listened to the
"coastal" shows.
L S R
Thanksgiving is over and we
hope that all of you were able
to enjoy the fellowship of
family and friends. We always
seem to end our year with
many pleasant gatherings.
First it was FOTR at Newark
in October, then SPERDVAC
at Los Angeles in November:
now we are ready for the
traditional holidays.

We had a real blast of
unseasonal cold, but very little
snow, and the weather is now
in the 50s during the days, so
the snow will soon be gone in
our area. From the national
weather news we noticed that
most of the country had it a lot
worse than we did, except for
you people in Arizona and
Southern California. We have
been able to do a lot of inside
things for a few days and are
ready to enjoy a nice trail ride
and a breath of fresh air. We
are not skiers, so we settle for
horseback riding. We meet a
lot of people walking in the
park, enjoying the same
pleasures. This past week we
rode several times and
encountered bands of mule
deer twice. They are moving
in bands of six or seven at this
time, and most of the bucks

are still staying alone. All
winter we will see the deer in
bands, probably for the safety
in numbers, but they will drop
out in the Spring when the
new fawns begin showing up.
Yes, we ride all winter long
here, and why not? Our
ground may have a few inches
of snow in some areas, and the
weather is mild in the days,
50, we just enjoy it.

Our librarians are mailing
out lots of shows for our
members to enjoy, and we are
listening to many new entries
as Dick records the cassettes.
Many of the shows we hear
were not available to us in the
Western part of the states, and
many were not the ones we
selected to hear when we
could have heard them. It sure
1s nice to have taping options
nOW SO W€ can enjoy more
than one show that is aired at
the same time. Time marches
on. Too bad that the minds of

the writers of today's shows
are so small.

In September we enjoyed the
chance to introduce Dick
Beals to our horses and set
him thinking that he might
enjoy taking up our hobby. He
even mentioned that at
SPERDVAC's convention. We
have had the chance to meet
and enjoy many people in the
entertainment business. We
try to concentrate our
associations among people to
those who have positive
attitudes. We have found that
the people who have managed
to survive in the entertainment
business are positive minded
people and strong individuals.
Hence, most always, meeting
these people is a very pleasant
and enjoyable experience.

Don't forget to send an
R H.A.C. membership to your
"hard-to-buy-for" relatives and
friends for Christmas and give
them access to many hours of
listening pleasure.




Ma Perkins

Ma Perkins brought to listeners the
world over Oxydol's "mother of the air."
This program was first heard as a local
feature on WLW, Cincinnati, August 14,
1933. After a three-month trial, sponsor
Proctor & Gamble brought the seral to
Chicago In a coast-to-coast NBC slot. It
started on NBC December 4, 1933, and
was also sold to CBS in 1942. Mg Perkins
had rare double network status for six
years, doing a 1:15 P. M. stint for CBS
and the NBC show two hours later. At the
height of its fame, the serial was also
heard in Canada, Hawaii, and throughout
Europe via Radio Luxembourg.

Among the great homespun philosophers
of old-time radio, none is remembered
with more affection and pathos than Ma
Perkins. Flowing into kitchens each
afternoon to a slight variation of "My Old

of Ma's lumber yard, and they had a son
named Junior. Fay, Ma's pet, married Paul
Henderson while she was "still a girl." He
died, leaving her to raise their daughter
Paulette alone.

Rounding out the cast of regulars was
Shuffle Shober, Ma's partner. Shuffle
possessed many of Ma's personal qualities:

tough honesty combined with instinctive

understanding of the human spirit. Though
he was not as articulate as Ma, Shuffle
often saw through deceit much faster. Ma
subscribed to the principle that all people
deserved trust until they proved
otherwise. With Shuffle it was often the
other way around.

Many's the night they sat together on
Ma's Rushville Center porch, philoso-
phizing about their loved ones and the
world around them. On those warm
wartime evenings they would often talk
until—one by one—the lights on the block

Unlike her fictional heroine, Virginia
Payne was highly educated. She held two
degrees from the University of Cincinnati.
Her performance as Ma Perkins was
convincing and real from the beginning,
boosting sales of Oxydol and soaring to
ratings marks that competed with
nighttime shows. Whenever she appeared
in public, Miss Payne dressed up as Ma
Perkins and played the role.

CBS acquired sole possession of the
show in 1948, and Ma Perkins continued
there until its demise on November 25,
1960. And when her show was finally
canceled, it was Virginia Payne who
summed it all up, touching the highlights
in an emotional farewell.

"Ma Perkins again. This was our
broadcast 7,065. I first came to you on
December 4, 1933. Thank you for all
being so loyal to us these twenty-seven
years.

The part of Willie has

Kentpcky Home," Ma = been played right from the
Perkins  was one of| Virginia Payne went all the way as Ma, |begiming by Mummay
radio's most important s = Forbes.  Shuffle  was
daytime serials, spanning | R€VEr MISSING a4 smgle perfor mance. played for twenty-five
almost the entire life of years by Charles Egleston,

network broadcasting. This Frank and
Anne Hummeri creation was a softer
show than others more closely identified
with the Hummerts. Certainly less
melodramatic than The Romance of Helen
Trent, it followed the life of a widow who
managed a lumber yard in Rushville
Center, U.S.A. Ma was a tough old bird
with a heart of gold, described by Time
just before her twenty-fifth anniversary as
"a shrewd combination of Dr. Christian,
David Harum and Tugboat Annie." She
was another of radio's great commoners, a
woman's answer to Just Plain Bill, and
even more durable than that perennial
Hummert favorite. Ma's busy life was
never too crowded for another problem.
She lived by the Golden Rule, but wasn't
above diving into a verbal slugfest when
she saw a wrong to be righted. In her
years on the air, Ma became Rushville
Center's conscience, its best-beloved
sounding board, its guide.

All this in addition to raising three
children and managing a business, Ma's
kids were John, Evey, and Fay. John was
killed in World War II, and was buried
"somewhere in Germany, in an unmarked
grave." Evey, rather a gossip snip at times,
married Willie Fitz, who became manager

went out and the night sounds rose up
around them. Then, with the problems stilt
unsolved but somehow easier to bear,
Shuffle would shuffle off, leaving Ma with
a feeling of contentment and thankfulness
for the blessings of life.

Ma Perkins had its share of dark
moments. When son John was killed, the
network was deluged with letters
addressed to "Ma" carrying heartfelt
messages of sympathy. People were killed,
divorced, and disgraced on Ma Perkins.
Ma was cheated by unscrupulous cousins,
and once worked overtime to expose a
baby black market. Through it all, she
carried herself with dignity, winning high
marks for her show in the Radio Hall of
Fame.

In an incredible stint, Virginia Payne
went all the way as Ma, never missing a
single performance. Miss Payne, just 23
years old when the program first went on
the air, was 50 when it ended. She was a
daughter of a Cincinnati doctor, breaking
into radio at WLW. There, she played
Honey Adams, a singing Southern heroine
in an early radio epic (Jane Froman is said
to have been Honey's singing voice) and,
during the summer of 1933, she was
tapped for Ma Perkins.

and for the past two years by Edwin
Wolfe, who was also longtime director.
The Fay you have been hearing these past
few years has been Margaret Draper, and
the part was played for many years by Rita
Ascot. For fifteen years our Evey has been
Kay Campbell; Helen Lewis plays Gladys,
and Tom Wells has been played by John
Larkin and Casey Allen. Our director is
Richard Leonard. Qur writer for more
than twenty years has been Orin Tovrov.

Ma Perkins has always been played by
me, Virginia Payne. And if you'll write to
me, Ma Perkins, at Orleans, Massachu-
setts, I'll try to answer you.

Good-bye, and may God bless you."

Tune in Yesterday by John Dunning
Prentice-Hall, Inc. 1976

27 Years...
7,065
Broadcasts
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RADIO HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
CASSETTE ORDER FORM FOR LIBRARY # 3
MIKA RHODEN

3950 W. DARTMOUTH AVE.
DENVER, CO 80206

Enclosed is my check or money order for the sum of $ to cover the one month
rental charge of $2.00 per set for the cassettes ordered. You are allowed to order 5 cassette sets
at one time although you may have only 5 cassette sets outstanding at any time.

MINIMUM ORDER IS $6.00
CASSETTE NUMBER TITLE

1

2.

3

SHIP TO:

NAME DATE

ADDRESS::

CITY STATE __ZIP CODE
1 DO HEREBY AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE RHAC RULES AND AGREE TO PAY ANY FINES DUE AND
WILL NOT SELL OR USE THESE MATERIALS FOR GAIN

SIGNATURE

REMEMBER THIS FORM IS FOR CASSETTE REELS
5001 UP



a5

RADIO HISTORICAL ASSOCITION OF COLORADO, INC.

{A non-profit organization)
POST OFFICE BOX 1908
ENGLEWOOD, CO. 80150

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

09/01/1994
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