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,*COWBINATIOR NEWSIE”TERq : R i

I .am:exXtremely happy:with ﬁhebsupporu 1 recelved for thls,combln
-ation ‘newsletter. You will find somé excellent® stories ‘from -the ¥
0ld~ Time Radio- Club\pf“Buffalo;;from<A1rwaves newsletter and. from™*
‘our members here in-the Radio Hlstorlcal ASSOClatlon of Colorddoﬁ,

£ hopeiall of our. readers engoy 1t

FOR YOUR IISTENIPG ENJOYMENT 7 - . :
~..dohn Dunning's schedule for. the mcnth,of Dece ber is as follows‘

~12/4 Young Dr. Malone-The last show from 11/25/60 5%
# .. CBS.Pearl Harbor bulletins fromi12/7/41::
qu Radio Theat "Woontlde"iw1th Purrnrey
s Bruce. from]ﬁ/20/45~
ive Mysteries from 1/1/50
l‘hcw from. 11/11/“7

;ﬁmary Astor, bldne'; reenstreet,and Peter‘f
g s -Lorre :Froms 9/20/43 ; -
: : ~Christmas Show: from.lZ/QM/SO o 2k
ux Radlo Thea r-"The Africen Queen" with’ Fumyhrmy Bogara

rEad and Greer Garson from 12/15/52 5

hur show from 210 AM fo: c2: Pl

"Orscn Wolles and the Mercury Theater Flayers:
Lv from 12/24/39. - P g ki
p1bber FcGee and’ Folly from 12/25/#5 : ? 2 '}uﬁ¢j,
“First'Nighter-"Tittle Town of Bethlehem"from 12/22/#5 o
‘Gunsmoke-Chistmas Story from 12/20/52 e 0
Hallmérk Playhouse-"The Desert Sha¢l Rm301ce"
Mo from [12/16/48 5% :
, Abner-Carictmas. Show (15" mlnutes) undated;-
Wﬁclnnamon Bear-Chapter #1 of this 1$38 Christmas serial‘
: It sounds like another great ‘month -0f" old time radic shows from. John:
and we want to thank John and Harry and W1sh them both and thelrr?

f day. -He sent along,
a copy cf Broadcastlng NaEaZ1ne"s 1ssue whlch ‘celebrated CBS's 50th
Annlversary* 1t is: an; excellent maga21ne and .hel tells” me that there
are a llrlted number% ,z- € EISEB2 75 which: includes- postage
. ;the ma3321ne will receive a’ ccmplimen-
‘ i ~ifi you are notiglready a ‘subscriber
Allen also tells me that subscrlptlons to Nostalgla?Radlo'News are

now. $6 OO Better act*' 7 g

i e acme long overdue~tapes
m1531ng from: ﬁhe old}llbrarJ Weiusually allow about a weekon the -
new-’ llbrary but have been:moreTC er _

because new members: have 51fned3,p‘for sovmany ‘at once. .Please’g
in touch with. Ernie’ ) ¥ ' ;



( NEHSLETTER BRImS - : ' i
A We have gained many new members 1nathe past few months from around
the country and I want to welcome-them tc the RHAC. If you have any
writing talent and would like to write anything for the newsletter_i

Please feel free to do so. We always welcome any stories from our
nembers. If there is anything that you want listed for sale or trade

just let us know and we will definitely put it in for you. It has
worked very well in .the past...We will be attaching a questionnaire -
to the next newsletter next month along with a brief membership list.:
'-Please;send the guestionnaire back IMEEDIATELY so I can get all 'the i
- information in the February newsletter. This goes for our local mem
‘bers, especially..Den't walt for the meeting to get it filled out.
Jack Richards has a two part- series. starting next month _on thezcare
ot your equlpment I ”Thanks for all your*help“

* FEELING FIDIE. R, 5 ghe I
It has been a rounh,W1nter-?or a few of our members.,Joe_.adden is

'~ now home and feellng fine after cpen neart surgery. The nurses at .
St. ILuke's are-also glad that Joe is home because they were tired
“of being chased John Nicholson is feellra better after hlS bout-
with’ pneumonla end w1ll be'f01nr strong in another month “Bob Elf-

FUND RAISIRG DRIVE ' e e
e . FPor the second year in a row, . the RnAC Dart1c1patea an+the- Channel 6
(j' - fund raising drive. Irving Hale and John Acdams tell me that we were.
: well represented and everyone had a goed time. Those whc ‘were- there
were: 'John Adams, Glenn 3lair, Cnarles and Ann Bartecn,: chk Henry, -
Ernie and Mary Jessen, Irving Hale, Scott ¥cCoy, Dick Nulllns, Jerry
Fiacentine, Jack ?1chards, Glenn Ritter, Sharron, Carol and- Cyndl
Stofer, Lavon Wimmer .and Frances Zacek. Glenn Ritter:.did his usua
~outstanding job in getting this project organized for the. seoond
year.  Thanks to all the members who took part and to- Glenn %5 il
things-like “this that. “puts - us in the public eye and 1t also a“ver
good feellng to help ut a wothwhlle statlon llke Channe

CAH, WARMTH tHEC. 4; S
WhlIe everyone Nas; o'pitallzed fq‘ one reason_ r ano he
Channel 6 or} Just worklnb hard hereAln Denver, ‘my wife

>

Beach, blorlda.'It Was Just Preat sw1mm1r5 and playlng“
December.: e . i
While there I° trled almost every bookstore in the yellov
searceh 6 books and magazines on old. radic. I also contacted every
radio station in search of dlSCS. Whenever we visited relatives
asked for the yellow pages. It is a little embarra831ng rlnally 1.
“found an‘out:of- the way bookstore and got a copy of Fred Allen's
Treadmlll To'® ObTLV1on "Eddie Cantor's biography and Bob. Hope's Have:
fhax s (Will Lravel ‘Liam'really looklng forward to read. them:all
also found a’ second;hand magazine: store in ¥iami and:w1ll“'rlt
“them ‘to seée if!they have anythlng Wwe might want




fﬁﬁiViA UIZ— Vatch the horse wltn

'the rlaer ~Don t-guess wrong:or
‘”the rider will be thrown Lo e e : g

4¢opner“" ‘a. Sefgeait“Pfesfon :

=0 0~ OB W N

. “Tony #; JClisco. Kid

; Sllverw . Red Ryder s - :u i3

. Stoun . hopalcng Cassidy

.. Diablo ‘e.. . Straight Arrow. ;¢

... Champion =i~ t f.-Dale’ Evans: '

O Prigger il . -FPancho- (CleO Kl‘

& " Locorid :~Loné Ranger &7

.. Victor s 01d Mrangler(?o..
10, Rex. j.  Bobby Benscn :
11+ Fury .« Tom-Kix:: ,
12.: Smoky. “vi:Dan; Reld(lone:Ranber)T
13.:.Calieé . Gene Autry . .
14. Thunder . »Tonto
151‘ igo’ . Tennessee Jed

1ou Buttercua j;Roy Rogers

WHO KNOMS WHAT EVII.... by Jack Richards of the RHAC

-~ It's not often that radlo can b¢alr +to- have created A magor
llterary character. - I1t] le so when it asked- James:] aCurton\dlso o
'spelled LaCurto) to: read detective:stories: on the air. The time ‘was
‘August 1930 and the program was "Street and Smith‘'s Detective Story -
Magazine Hour". The narrator was named .the: Shadow by a-youngradmanva
'(from the Ruthranff and.Ryan ad agency. o :
S 2% Somehow ‘the program caught on and Sureat and SM1th Puollshlng
lost no time in capitalizing on.that fact.:They hired an amateur . :
:maglclan from Philadelphia named Walter B. Gibson- 1os expand thels
~voice t0.a: full character which tcok part in the action ofithe story.
Gibson wrote the Shadow stories ‘under.the name of Maxwell Grant e
i Gibson went to work to create a sinister;: pnanto¢:llke ‘char-
acter. The writer patterned his character. chiefly after Arsen Iup:n‘
- and Jimmie. Dale of the. same period. Iupin was.a French. supur thlef :
- created by -Faurice IeBlanc.gie was ‘a master'ol"
and 1mpenetrable disguises. i
.. Jimmie Dale, written. by 3 = = :
from Street and Smith.Dale lflmst'came to light wn,1906 in'§ & S! s,
f“People g maga21ne..He was one:- oLy ‘the first heros to have’ an alterf
-.ego. In everyday life, Dale was. Weqltnv playboy ut. hunted down :
~the-criminal elementi at.night: aa ,:xaszaa Grey- Seal. Hi
‘derived from the fact that after Qe zapped' the_villain;
behind. a small stLCAeLm¢Tnﬂ nﬁtorlcus'grLV'seal

~m1nds" He and hlS 'frlen and CUnstant companlon,ithe lovely Margo
i.{also spelled largot)Lane““ devoted ~their lives to rlghtlng‘wronéS'

protectlnb the innocent and punishing the guilty
K It s 1nterestlng*to notelthut Gibso-ﬁ'"




only one alternate identity in the pulp magazines. In addition to
Cranston, he alsc appeared as Fritz, the janitor at pclice head-
gquarters and also, during the late 30 s, as Kent Allard,. the noted
aviator.

Also in the pulp mazazines the Shadow used a large and diversi-
fied staff. Therc was Harry Vincent, a perscnable young man; Burbank,
his communications cofficer; Clvde Burke, a reporter; CLiff Marsland,
a reformed convict; Mann, a broker; and Moe Shrevitz, a cab driver.

Other-significant dlffe“cnces between the Shadow of the pulp
magazine and the Shadcw of radio was that he never was 1nv131ble
1n prlnt Also ¥argo was solely a radio character. :

: .Over . the years apprqxlmatelv ‘300 Shadow novels appeared in
apulp fiction publications. Kost were written . by ¥Walter Gibson but

:others had a shot-at it. It is known that some.isolated stories
‘were authored by Theodore Tinsley, Lester Dent(better known Ior hlS
Doc Savage yarns)and Bruce Elliott.

‘On the radio the Shadow was plaved first by Jack laCurton, as
preV1oule_mentloned Others who handled the part included Frank
Readick, George Earle, Robert Hardy Andrews, Orson Welles, Bill
Johnstone, John Archer, Steve Courtleigh and Bret Morrison. The
outstanding actors, in my opﬁnion, were ﬁolles and Morrison.

uelles, with his deep eerie laugh and filtered voice saying:
"Who knows what evil lurks in the hearts of men? The Shadow knowsi"
was OTR at:its best. Unfortunately his success or the Mercury Theater
resulted in his departure for bigger game.

> Margo was -carried by such talent as Agnes ’eorehead(with ﬁelles
“and Johnstone), ¥arjorie Anderson, Gerbrude aarner, Laura Mae Carp—
enter, and finally, Grace latthews.

The radio version of the Shadow .began in hugust 1930 and ran
untll December 26, 1954. It's principle sponsor was Blue Coal. Other

sponsors were Goodvlch Tire, Grove lLaboratories and Wildroot Crean Oll
4. The success experienced in .pulp ncovels and on the air was not e
repeated in the newspapers. Walter Glbson, as wrlter, and fernon ;
¢Greene, as cartoonist, created. a comic strip prior to WWII. It.
qulckly faded. Givson and Greene salvaged the: orlglnal draW1ngs'
cut.them down in pieces and turned them” 1nto comic- books.:
‘Riding on:the coat-tails of success of the. Shadow, the pulps
came-forthiwith’a numbcr of 1m1taulon hobably were the Whlsperer
‘and the Avenger. ; - :
%3 The radio waves werO ﬂeneeally vc;d'of 1¢1ta+ors. Closest,
perhaps, was the Whistler, who remained a narrator. Tales on the b
Whistler were concerned with ironic twists and turns of evil doings -
- rather than the more supernatural tales from the Shadow..

© _Also let's not forget the prince of the alter egos; Clarﬂ ﬁent
or Superman. Superman tales were, of course, strlctlj hercic deeds.
PR Along with other factors, such as economics and the advent of
WWII, the pulp:magazines and radic failed for much' the same reasons.
nihere appeared on the scene a new form of entertainment. The new
‘media was TV. “Unfortuna tely, lt offered predigested entertainment.
Wo Jlonger-was it necessary to exerc 1se"tne theater of the mind” ... ..
 To. be sure, the visual arts:'do have their place. However, give me

the spoken word for I wish to c*eate my own setting and action. I'm
proud to be a part of'a.small ﬁroup dedlcateﬂ to,preeepv1ng radio. -




\

“he forcediSherlock HEdlnss

~:sistent for mcre of the: great detactive. Ten ycars later, -an offer

'probably the world's most famous detective in fictlon, is far from

:in 1930. John Dickson: Carr's biography of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
‘Holmes - ‘creator, . does not mention whether or not Doyle knew anything-
-about the series before he died July-7, 1930. But considering that .. ..
. Doyle modeled the character of Holmes on himself(SH is also based onjf
- one -of ‘Doyle! s teachers in'medical school Dr. ‘Joseph Bell), no %@

ol slaylng Holmes in

45

SFE?IOCK HOIYES......by’Janet Cnapnan of Alrwaves newsletter

“hose of you who have had the good fortune to see the Unlver-'
Sal release "Seven Fercent Solution” Imow well that Sherlock Fol‘es;

dea The movie-though deflnltely a spoof and certalnly not one of
the orlglnal Holmes .stories-still allows the detective to demon- = ©
strate once again his incredible powers of deduction and the magic .-
of his personality. The movie captivates the reader-as the rauJo ;?.
shows captivated the listener. i
The first of -the Sherlock. nolmeslradlo series was alred late

doubt Doyle deduced ‘the. p0831blllty of his detective going on the alr*
" In:fact, his stories work very well as radio scripts. Doyle's:

usual style-~ allow1nb ‘Holmes respected cohort, Dr. Watson to relate

the adventures of the famous detectlvewdovetall neatly into the radio
fermat: Dialogue comprises mcst of the original tales so that their
adaptation to radio was completed W1th,scarcely any dlfferepce in
mood or drama. R

- -Edith ¥eiser, Wlth;tﬂe approval of the Doyle estate wrote most
of the early scrlpusﬂ.her problem was not in trapslormlbb the origi- .
nal stories to- the radio. format, but was in writing new. adventures. @
Deoyle's stories about Holmes nuﬂber st,y, including his four novels. %
Thus, as expected, the series ran out c¢f the Doyle-based adventures,
and new ones,. patterned on the original material, had %tc be created.
Often, Yeiser and other writers for the series in later years, would
evolve a script using as base materla1 cnly a pdrabraph or'two Irom
the original stories.. -

Frankly,”the writers- ought to Have felt: fortuna%e that there

were even sixty Holmes adventures from which to cqoose..Oddly enougn
to Holmes' adoring publlc, Doyle himself was never very:fond of his:

character. He had originally intended to write only a few detective

stories about Holmes. After the initial success of the stories, how- = 2
ever, Doyle's. publisher asked: nlm to write. iwelve more. Doyle wrote .
them in 1891, but confided in-a’ letter to.his mother that he. thougnt;

) ; he last' (story) anad winding him up ‘for good - o

and 217" His motner;was horrified at the euggostlon and convinced
him.tao keep Heolmes alive.. Doyle finally had his way;’ however, when

_ vEltiProfcssorslioniznty offraalify in.
ffjf7”*‘ani i "The Fipal Problem", written:in 1893

_D

There he ,Joula have stayed if the public had not becoma‘ soin

“from an Ame“1can ‘publisher convinced Doyle to resurrect Holmes and’

- had not been killed in.the fall at all; in fact, he had not even.
fallen.. He climbed up: ‘the other side of the Cll¢I to escape his

once again send the detectlve on his adveqtures (Polmes, it seems, . -

enenies, and then traveled arcund Europe under an allas, leaving i*
poor Dr. Watscn ity 1gnorance untll,hls return) : o e T




~Watson may have dellg ted in Holmes reappearance, but Doyle
still disliked the fellow.  In particular, he found himself continu-
~ally irritated by those people whe gquestioned him about Holmes when -
Doyle preferred to discuss more serious matters(one example is :
- during the Boer War in 1900, where Doyle, who had a degree in medi-
.cine, was working with the British army. An incredible eplaemlc had
arisen and great nunbers of British soldlers were dying. Despite
cithe strugﬂle to save.them, Doyle was interviewed by a reporter whose
.first question was "Which Sherlock. nolnes story do you like best?).
“Doyle wrote nunmerous other bcoks oriia variety of suoﬂects, and he :"
alway5vfelt they were many times nore important than Sherlock HDlmeS.
SiiBut.he was not able to convince’ the detective's fans:of that :
‘fact: hep .and doubtless he would have trouble doing so- today as well.
:To the_ true ‘Holmes *fan, the morec materlal on’'Sherlock, the better. I
,pan 1maglbe “that’ the”radlo series, ‘which ran ‘during the - ‘years 1930C-
G55, ‘was welcomed 'a ajgrand.oppo'tunityuto;hearsmoraeof,tha Aaven- -

ures'OL_SherlOCK nol‘és.”iwjr ; Brriiy Lt st Sy
. Sherlock Holmes:loved disguises. This well mown ‘fact-at least
.;to the:devoted- holmes . fan-can be- easily borne out by the detective's’
'~*1ary_adventures. In "The Advepthras of Charles Augustus Kilverton” = .-
_;holmas ‘enjoys playing-.the part of an ‘English workingman. The disguise
wof an 0ld lady suits his _tastes, and fools his adwersary,_ln "The o
Adventure: of the ¥azarin Stone”. Sherlock Helmes . took on a number
of :other: .roles in theiorlglnal stories of Sir Ar*hur Conan Doyle, and
he took. them: on,w1th zest Qulte 51mply,.ne loved to play the parts
un0f othersf e e
oot erhaps, ~then, 1t is- flttlng that so any have]loved to play
i the part oty Sherlock Holmes. One of the outstanaln Ieatures oi the
“detective’ s radio. serles is the amazing number o? actors ‘who played
;the famous duo, Sherlock Holmes and DL.'uatson throubh ‘the years,
1930-1970. Ten actorsaaploce took the parts of the detective and
hlS cohort. Basil Rathbone.and ligel Bruce, who. toock. tonthe radio:
: les.in 1939 after their movie success, "Hound" of “the as“erv1lles
, : ‘best known. But many others. did. thoxj b-equally well.:
5 NBG alred tha flrst Sner100 ﬁolmes show_or October 205219300 eay
W1lllam Glllette starred Feich dolm : 5ime he'was well-

¥=38 ﬂolmes,,sp901fﬁ

of thin, ‘hawk-nosed and large
iorehead Iater Cllve BrOO{S renlaced Glllette as Holros~1n 19310 %
’Ielgh Iovell played the part of Dr. MaTSOP durlau'thls series -
and’ continucd as uauaua‘thrvua“ A?)J;”Lu was nis duty as storyteller
Corngoy 2y sup of G eorge ] the show's sponsor, wish
ri.-Bell before ‘eacn;show. . ”ﬁconv+n01nr Dr.'natgcn for
hi eries-possibly the only unconvincing moments. were. ‘when this’
sUpposed stauncn Epgllshman was asked“to recomtnd coffee, pot tea,

€ : arred as Holmes.-in- 1931,.Io1low1ng Broo&s,
Hector alsc played The- detechlve for:a short timeyin '31, but’
: chanﬂed this:x ole for. that 6f Holmes' arch— enomy”Professor
orlarty..Gordon thenireturned: as hOlueS unt1111936'*To N :




. was one of the: least successful of radL, s 1clmes simply because A ol
== ' "hisrveice wasiso unconv1n01ng. Instead of the calm, intelligent, low- / ]
: keyed volce that one ' expects from the remarkable cctgctlve,:Gordon S ey

sounds like a squeaky, half-crazed old man. - : SiBan e

Harold West took the part-of Dr. #iatson in- 1036 and stayed patedn |
untillthe‘Serigs ended. The last cf these shows was aired on Decem- e
ber 24, 1036 ~and then Sherlock.Holmes disappsarced from the ﬁetworﬁs 4
for three years. Sonme: Christmas prescnt for his radic fans ! -

L But the series returned on Cctober 2,.1939 with Basil: Ratnbone
and ‘Nigel Bruce playing the parts cf Sherlock Holmes and. Dr‘ atson,
rgspectlvelj “Their;series ran. for seven years, lnltlallj snonsorea
by ‘Bromo . Qulnlpe and.later by Fetri Wine. Once again, Dr.: ‘Watson

 chattcd w1thﬁtﬁe announcer- ‘before the aCtual"storyTelllngh;n order
tc. plug: thé”product SEetri Wine. (In- terms: of being true. to.:the orig-
inal character, I was relieved {0 sec that Watson had’ changod from
coffee to Wlnu. ‘But now .this very ‘British, fognbounu man was 11V1n9

~in’ the Californiz sunshine? Yo = 3

i:. Rathbone®left the. serles in 1946 to act, n- anothcr raalo pro—
Eram,”!!”ales of ratlna'5 Apparently that series enjoyed little.
success. Likewise, the Holmes' series began to-fail after his depart-
ureu;Tom,Conway, John”Stanley,:and Een Yiricht each tried to fcllow
Rathbone's act. When Bruce left in 1547, Alfred Shirley, Ian Kartin,
George Stelden.and Eric Sncwden attﬂmpted t¢ replace him. In my ,
opinicn, the team of Stanley-Shirley does a very gocd JOb of por- =
traying Holmes and Watson, but o a: pub?lc that was used to Rath- 3
bone and“Bruce I”guess"tney cquld nowv. cohpare..;he ertlre serles : %
ended ‘on March. 8, 1950.:5 :

- The BBC resurrected‘bn show in 1555 Wlth a serics starrlnﬁ
three sets' of Helmes'and ‘iatson: Sir John Gielgud and Sir naTPh
Richardson; Ca”lbOW ‘Hobbs and Norman Shelley, and from South Africa,

Robert ILangford and Kemneth Baker. lany of “the shows were written -
by.:Michael Hardwick who had a distinct tale nt for recreating the .

original; DOJle‘storles on radic. His.progrems-offer good. detall .
~and -theractors are all.well- sultbd to' the parts. One gquirk of the
ffSHolley—Hobbsfserlcs 1S;+ﬁab a2 fow lines from .the auventure T taclf
usually cpen;the show, follcwed by Dr.:tuatson!s. sturytelllnr.;”hese
“initialilinestcan. often‘b ai concertlng, aS“lz the tape‘-tartcd i

mldway'lntewthe story" : 2 % g

3

e

. g
'ortrayed Profsessor. worlarfj A;A +the" shcw al%b seems 750 5
'allude,to ;the mystericus problem.cf Dr.. atscn s middle name:The
-anncuncer 1ntroducbs the,ﬁcctor as James; qﬂr_Raan 31charuson CalAS
himself John i , i o 3
s Zc’_q,”ﬁjscw maglahe writer witht*bn'criginal.t:le;,,_o” wr*t*ng
olnes' radic¥scripts.iShe wrote Lxc1u51ve1y for the American series
¢or 13 years. Cther wr*ters were asked to contribute in 1943, w1th
‘Leslie Charteris, . author cf:"The Sawnt“ and Anthony Boucher among
~them.: Charterls worked for 'the Holmes seriesiunder -tne nane of:

Bruce Taylor. Max ﬁh”llC! .H0wara Lbrrlll apd_Lecnard lee wrote
theilater ShOWS' 1 : : : :




yan i

v+ The 51xtv orlclnalﬂstorles of Dcyle were tco few for the 25 i
years the series ran, sc new adventures had tc be created. Gften
Taylor and Boucher would concentrzte on the untold Holmes stories
which Doyle had so tantalizingly nemed in the original tales. In
many of the later shows, Frcf. iicriarty and his gang tock cn a Much
wider and more famous role than Doyle had concelved.

But while lMoriarty grew more fearsome, Dr. Watson seemed to :
suffer at the hands of the new writers. Doyle once mentioned scnm i
- thing to the effect. that he had never meant that Watson should be ‘
loo&ed upon-as -a - thick-headed fcol. He created Watson as a man of
hlgh 1ntelllgence, whose occasional dull-headedness appears.only as
a-resultiof.-his constant compariscn to-the man of genius, Sherlock
Holnes. It,appears that. the radio scripts writers overlooked that::
“fact; or perhaps.they. fcuﬁd it easier tc let Watscn play- the qul
UnlorturatelJ, their ”1sunderstanaﬁng of his character: deces much to
“reduce the quality of: the hclmes rcr—r dic shows versus the Grl inal
Doyle stories that were adapted for radio.

cxisIn spiteof this,ithe wrltera aiéd a remarkable dob 1n thel
abte ipts to duplicate Conan Doyle's siyle. Doyle's genlus was certalrn
ly no less. than his detective cnaracter, and any writer would find -
that a difficult act tec follow. The script writers took. thelr cues
from Doyle himself, by interspersing their stories with well-known
Holmesian gquirks:his dislike of sorting papers, his woman-hating
tendencies, the tobacco in the Fersian slipper. By dcing so they
"helped to treat the listener tc a fairly good renCltlon of - the orlt
(‘ ‘inal stories. To the'avid fan, these new stories must,have seemed-
like a gole “lbe, producing chance after chance to 1lmagine. that -7
great hero of deduction at werk. And that, after all 15 what thef"
Holmes radlc serles was all about e ; e :

ON THE- TIP 'or vy TONGU; e .:Jy Stu Harm Cof the OTRCOB

-KennynDe_mar Feter Dcnald and Parxer ennelTy
Hal:Peary, Gale: Cordon Clllf Arq e+te
‘and@#Arthur Q. Bryan s 2
Orscn Welles ‘and: Bret Jorrlson'"w : S

“Claudia’ Morgan and.Les Trerayne
~Hugh' marluwe and Farion Shockley
Baell Rathbone and Nigel - ﬁr;ce_
Edward: h.,ﬁOblHSqY'und Clair Trevor
Lo Clar —”"""’ld. CL'LA.T.J.O cue !v'eu’lacn Sl A o
. John:.Todd and Brace Beemer - L T R e v

‘Virginia Payne and: A1 Kodge = SRS A - ; e
- 0lan Soule and ‘Barbara Iucdy 3 e
Don Wilson, Mary -1ngstor Rt <Ehi L Hanril. weamcasaie
"Hanley Stafford and PunﬂJ Brice DR
ArnoldiStana,*Flo ence Halic aﬂd Art Carney




collecting is often overlooked by colleCtvrs, especially those who

‘commercials, . as Well ‘as the musical 1nberluaes.,7n the-viorld of the
~active- tradﬁr, this is:.done less frequently, but.the commercials

- surface we can sece tﬂat radio would have been impossible had socmeone

‘all, it ‘gave
‘and‘unknown -but how they had been able tc 'overcome fate"

’1ﬂ 81gn1¢1cance before what radiocom mercials did for us. Lets look’

‘about 15 years old, and; aa ‘most. children his’ age, very: 1nturesteu =
;in inventions, . things. bh will meke 1ife. .casier-for his:family. He
.. commercial, he ﬂears that’ scmeone is pushing an cil saving device.:
the proper temperauur‘
vhmind will allow) -"* ‘have been thinking rabout 1nventln& one: ‘of those

for a year now, anc T almost had it werked out. Oh, well, I guess
I'11 have to invent somethlng else”. out ‘he knows h
H

AND EOW A wORD(OP HUNDRED) PROH OUR "SPor-zsoa_ . .by.John Kicholsen .
e » i , of “the RHAC-.

Perhaps”one ot the most f3901nat1n~ 3spoots of ﬁld time radio .

heard the commercials the first time around. If I were collecting
current television programs, I could not *m”glno leaving during an
advertisement,thab wants. tc talk to me-about -'commen Diarrhea'
However, I doiwonder what. 1nterDSu it mlgnt nolt B0 D@Ople th:ruy
or ¢orty years down tne line.

Vanyr.- collectors ‘of old time raulo shows touay cut out the

are left in: only to keep the progran compleue. Terthinlethat people

are missing- a fun, Tearnlnf exparlence tﬂau is: not aVQllable 1n_

any cther. Wayf—' ; ‘ i
‘Lets consider fo; ﬂ.mouvnt the purposa of. c mmerhldls. On the §G:

®

not have been willing tc fooct the bill. There would have been nc
continuing -sound men, nc writers, no dlreutJ*s -and no -actors to
read the scrlnts But-as I said earlier,. this is only a surface
fact. Look at: the reascns we consider the ‘cld radic shows 1o be of
hastorical 1mlortaace,.nct only because they are fun to listen to,
fun to collect, and it is of some prestige %o be able to say "I =
collect cld ra710 shows" tc prDlO vou meet(who are usually prope“lv < éa
impressed), -but most 1.p0?tan is the fact that radio chanbc lives.

It made a country in the midst cf decpression, lau;h It made a country
looking for an escape from a growing German menace, panic at the
thought of invasion from JUbS]&e an already unuﬁlbud worlad., It made
a country understané what life outsice of thelr microcosmic world -
was like. In.sho*u; radic shcws chanﬁeu the 1life blecd of Americans.
It gave. them:a taste of what life in otﬁgr_places was ‘like. ¥ost of
hen hop

w+Hope that theyiicoulds'make it':iiThey had: o
heard “the 8tories cf the rich and the: farous~how theJ had been poor

‘”“ell believe it or-not, what: radlo**”ogfams Faig- Ior 1E5s Dales

at” Just a few o¢ the commer01als‘andlgeb how the”'mlaht hu¢e chun'ed
our Yives. mami o 2 iR
"Imaglne FaL Joung man’ 1“ mid- Aﬁerlua in tne late tnlrtles. He 155 SO

is listoning to "The Sha@cw” ¥om has szid she. doesn't really- approve. s
but he: Knows He is a manvand can make his own. d901310ns. At the i

Tt is called a thermostat; and turns your oil ‘heater on and off at
= No waste of 01l and your house wen't.get ... o e
too hot or “teo-cold. 2 Damn", -he’says{tsing: the strongest word his e

will have ona
has‘ahcnance.‘

0
o
2

of those things for his: house when he is married.
ALLL:: have ANy g

for a bettor life anc some*ay har




iy gocdness, that tcok longer than the original commercial.
Iet's take a lock at a few cf the shorter commorcials(shorter

comments from the author, actually) which will help to strengthen,
if not prove my hJPOtHuSlS that commercials were important to life

(not to say that they are nct now).

In 1938 we see Americans are concerned with the way their bodies
smell(ses, we baven t changed that nuch after all). "0ften the
best man, never the groom". If we wonder why, we can be assured
that Listerine will tell us. ":Hdalitesis". The poor man, it seems
he is still suffering frcm it in the seventies. Some people hever
learn.

- .. Perhaps we should consider the fact that "Sunburned halr needs
Wildroot with o0il"; or that Frince Albert, the national joy smoke,
makes "everyday a hcliday from tongue bite".(After this artiecle I
may need a hecliday from biting my tongue;. Cr Crab Crchard whiskey
telling us we can now throw a party and not have the party throw
us out. "Kiss me quick” says the girl whc has been cheWLng Beemans
pepsin gumn, the gum that aids digcst*on Or how about a nice bottle
of Glovers lange edicine fer your hair?

Yes, thare were some gll¢J commercials, (we have had a few
decades tc ccme up with sillier cnes), but there were the serious
ones, too. A naticn was at war, and the government needed a united
United States. It needed the fats, the rubber, the scrap metal, and
most of all, the sacrifice of millions of people. They needed addi-
ticnal money, billicns of deollars. Hadic stars, as well as nany
other celebrities donated theilr extraordinary talents to raise
money for the government. In one tour, Bud bebt and Lou Cogtello
raised over 80 million dollars for war bonds. Something must hav
been dene right, if memory serves me right, we won that war.

Anyway, commercials zave Americans goals to strive for. A
new car, a new house, ané, yes, even a better smelling oody - People
reallzed that a better 1lIe was pessible(at least accorulnﬁ to
the ad people).

: Through :commercials, one can gain a sense of hlstory tqat

would be impossible to get Just reading books. Commercials have
‘helped to shape the cdestiny (so far) of the American publie, so i3
I believe that each of us could'learn a lot by not taking the sixty:
second commercial break to run and get.a sandwich in the middle

of an o0ld Sam Spade program. I hcpe that the next time 13 ycu hear

a commercial it will be possible to apprec1ate it in an nlstorlcal
sense, as well as in an entertaining sense.

AND NKOW BACK T0 CUR FRCGRAWN?

ANSWERS TO RIVIA QUIZ

1-&, 2-Xx, 3-h, 4-n, 5-b, 6-m, 7-p, &-g, 9-1, 10-a, il-e, 12-0,
13-1, 14—0 15—0, 16~T. ;




- RADIO AT WAR. . . . . . .. .by Chuck Seceley of the OTRCCB

"You're a chief bosun's mate aboard the BCISE-

a gun peinter-the guy that points and fires
. ' the fifteen big guns of ‘the cruiser. Right now
you're standing by for action-¢ff Savo Island-
in the Solomuns-it's nearly midnight on Octo-
ber 11th, 1942. Your guns are nmanned, reacdy,
loacded and lzid. You've seen the enemy, and
your eye is jammed intc the telescopic gun
sight, searching for a target. And now, very
dimly, you. see a light grey spct on the lens...
then another...and ancther~-five ¢f them. It's

Sysmeet St them! You- can see_them plainly. Target sighted
: 5 bear;ng cne elbnt .oh! There they are, .Scotty...
pick 'em up...pick 'em up-ycu farmer...right-

rlght right...steady, steady now...left- left-
left...There-yocu're oni. On. tarﬂﬁt° Marx-mark-
mapk ‘ ’ ‘

Ronald MacDcugall created and wrote the series THE MAN BIEHIND
THE GUM, a "fictional” dccumentary which reproduced the sounds of
wer for the audience ‘on the Home Front. In other sheows, :listeners
cavesdropped on rlying Fortress intercoms, tanks, submarines, and
aircraft carriers. The-second person narration, as shown in the ;
quote above, forced the audience t¢ particlpate in the action. This . '&ﬁ
was wari 5 R ot : -
An estimated 60 millicn Americans were at their radics on
¥onday, December 8, 1941, to listen to President Franklin D. Roosevelt
address Congress at nocn. It was & record nurber of listeners at
the time. ConbreSD declared war shortly thereafter and the ccuntry
geared. up for battle. Radic plaved a vital role during the war years,
helping t¢ keep up both civiliar and military morale as well as
keeping:the public abreast of war news. This could be said tc be the
beplnnlng of “the Age: of Electronic Jour alism, the first. sight of the i
"zlobal village"”. i e

;xv The public® heard tne Tirst Cﬁnfused reports frc Fearl Harbor

on. Sundaj, December 7, -1541. By 6 Allon monday Murnlng, songwrlter :

lax ‘Terner had finished "The Sun Will ‘Scon'Be Setting On The Land Of

The Rlslng Sun", a tune which made luS national debut cn-Tuesday- . i

- night's TEE TREASURY HOUE. Very quickly, tunesmiths-all over America . -

were grlndlﬂg cut patriotic melodies, designed to stir American

:» bloed. Weénesday, December 10th was Eddie Cantor's show. He sangs
:"We Did It Before And We Can Do It.Again®, a rousing tune that
reminded Americans of-past glories on the field of armsi..

P Sy, The most pepular tune OL the war years was "White Cnrlsu“as"
‘an Irving Berlln song crooned by Bing Crosby for the first tlme in .
October, 1942. The scng tcpped the Hit Parade nine consecutive- =
= times and repcated its dGJ*nance during the Christmases of. 1943 .
“and 1944. It scld a million coples of sheet music alcne, the first

.such sale in a decade. While the tune didn't deal with the war pe;,'

'se, it conveyed a feellx_L nf longﬂnw and 1onilness whlcn fit the -
mood of the times. ' e =




(; The Cffice of Censorship, which censored mail, movies ané radic,
-made certain that anythiﬂﬁ emctely suggestive cuuTQ not get air
play. At this time, racio' s stahdaras were more strict than iHelly- |
wood's. The hillbilly song "Fistol Pacz;r' I’ama" was a national hit,
but it had to.be laundered for the Hit Parade tc eliminate any
suggestion of adultery which was, efter all, the point of the song.
It seemed that any song about sailors haé ribald connotations. "As
¥abel Goes--50 Coes The Navy" was strictly forbidden by the Oifice
of Vlar Information. "Bell BOtton Troaserq“ was successfully altered
from a bawdj sea chanty and made the Eit Parade in 1945. The QC
allowed radio plays tc use the army tero "ShArU" until they found
out what it really meant. It was much like TV censorship todaj ko
‘alright to show death eand violence, but ¥Xeep the sex out of it so. :
none are cerrupted. o

T AR ﬂentloﬁe belore, racdio became the prime scurce for Amerlcans‘
about war information. News programs ware coxnercial succosses._
for the networks. In:1939, KBC devoted 3 &% of its a*rtwme to news.
By 1944, the percentage had Jumpea to 20%. C3S spent 302 of its time
with news progranms. The networks began <c wﬁrry about a drastic
post-war slump in advertising revenues when there wculd be no more
war news to explecit. In the meantine, radic reporters went abroad
tc fcllow the action. Many became glamcrcus figures. Edward R. Hurrow
was easily the most famous, remembered for his broadcasts from war-

torn ILondon, complete with the sounds of tolling Big Ber. and bne
0 I.onGon bl;tz. Larry Tighe madc the first oruadcasu of an invasi
(T from a plane while abcard a B-2% under neavy attack cver. Oxlnawa.

The transmission was picked up by lavy siations on Guam and relayed
tc the States. Cecil Brown gave a vivid cdescription of the sinkin
of the REPULSE, very vivid as he was aboard the ship. Eric Sevareid
bailed out of a transport plane with the troops tc be on the scene
in Burma's jungles. Does anyone romenber Gecrge Hicks words from a
'warshlp on D- DaJ9”The platform on which I am standing is:vibrating
to the concussion of the guns and the exploding shells’ For the
first time, wire recordors Wwere used to re c“rd reporters comments
for later broadcast. EE e 5 EaRE
o7 ¥Host radio news. was read by studlo men from the same wire
ervices the: neWSFapers used. SOmeulﬂeS commentators would. add
nteillgent comments -their reports,: others wcould use. the techni-
ques of ‘radioishows" uo ﬁeeo their listeners on the hoo;:.,Som e, ~such
. as Walter Nlncgell and. Gabvlel Heatter, used gimmicks or:catch-- by
‘phrases LO b*ve them. Publlc 1dert1t3. Often, the ncws was slanted. .- Hrd o
ror:-editorialized. The:biases c¢f the ccrmentaters ranged the Dothlca_;‘f
snectrum from anti-New Deal to heatedly Fro-Democratic. Censocrship
cof miiitary information such as trocp movesenits ¢r produciion figuves,
was voluntary and -effective. Censorshiv of cpinicn was infrequent :
by the networks or the government except CBS. They fired ultra-
‘right wing Upton Close.when his criticism of the government became ok
”ﬁtoo extreme. Years berfore, CBS had alsc sased out the‘”radlo prlest" o
Futher GOuthlP f rohis radlcgl V16W31 ; : ae




o

:ffshowlng the strong” adman:intluence, sugarcoating the unpleasant:

During the war years, the goverr‘ept and broadcastera began to o
worry about radio's unlque rc51bw on as communications medium. They ...
were especially concerned with the ability of radio to trigger mass -
hysteria, as accomplished by Orson Welles a few years before. As a -
result, the fational As sociation of Broadecasters laid down a code:
which oanned Droarams "which might undulj affect the listeners' AN
.peace of mind" as well as "livid news Gramatizations™ and "frenzied 9%,
flashes and hysterical mannerisms" by news commentators. The 0C L
crdered request shows dropped so that enemy ‘spies couldn't use -them -
to send coded messazes. There were no-weather reports until the Igll

of 1943 . to - keep Axis pilots from twnln” ir, ‘Radio stations beefed: jﬁif
up security to prevent saboteurs from cowmandearln& them. ¥an in the B L
street interviews were ‘halted so tiat 0111zeﬁs w“uldﬂ t 1nadvertantly'
blurt out military informat ion. : ;
b The White House su zested 2 sbrles of. provranu uo 1n¢orw thc
public about .the war, so:the networks put together a series called. ;
~ % TS, <18 UAR,;whic% was:- broadcast simultanecusly on all four nntworls..“'
It was a 'weekly half-hour shew that ran for 13 weeks. The shows were
directed by Forman Corwin, who alsc wrcte several programs. The S
first show was entitied "How It Was With Us", and featured Robert - S
Montgomery telling the audience how essentially gecod America was. ‘
"We've never made killing a carcer”, he said “although we happened
to be yretty zoed with a gun..." later Drow“amo saluted the Army,
Navy, Air: Corps,.uhd thq Viar Prccduction Roard They showed the nature
of the eneny and encouraged young pecple to-join with their peers. QE
throughout the world in the fight against Facism and Nazism. THIS g
is WAR;aVQidGC‘CCLPlQKLtlQS- The EP”llSA and Free French were the
good guys, . the Axis countries were thc vad Zuys, and the Russians.
were good guv37mls“opr0acnted by’ ccruaﬁn American newspapers. The
Office ‘0f Facts and Figures estlm ated -that the ﬂlghly pralsoa proe
1brams were heard by some, 20 million listeners.
ik After the Tormation of :the Office of War Information in 1944,
;radlo war: progra_s fell under, the wuLladlcbzon of OWI's Domestic: el
.Radic Bureau, headed by Donald Stauifer. The DREB was:a.collection . = itwage

of - copy writers, account executives, and station time salesmen who Sl
spentidays trying to. ~think up ways to-get the "war message® .across. .-
"te the publlc.*io dOrbﬂlS, they. er'_ploye'q "entertainment.values” - '

‘message.’ The DRB bad to sidestep co ntrovv¢31al subwect matter and. -
eliminate any politicdl points of view. from their programs because
of-harrassment from Congress, A KNCW YOUR ALLY program on Russia @
‘made: Communism appear as a political systen second only to democ=
racy in effectiveness.!The general attﬂuude they conveyed to listen-
“ers was that, althoug h: complex issues wWere- 1nvolve;, why bother with
them when there was a. common encmy to be defeated? ﬂhe DRB Soldiﬁ-v
Ru881a:11ke soap bov1eu UnlOQ hits. the Spot; .
Ael:12+4million soldiers,” that's:a lot

Timashenkc: and Stalln, too, . -
Sov1et Lnlon is ?ed whlte and 5lue“




dlng the ponular ar: [After a tl'nn,,_z;'the'wrl'bln6 for. radlo ﬁrobraﬁs
was 1mproved thefgcrlpts weré less melodramatic and better - =
researchud 1t wasone.of the most fertile times ir radio drama.,,
Arch Obeler wrecte a drama entitled "The House I ILive. In“'%a fantauy i
about a man, his son’lost in the war, who wanders the streets of 8 .7
mythical American small town, looking for a meaning tc justify his .
lcss. Norman Corwin pionuered many arawatﬂc thlCES for radioc drama,
such as sound EfLOCuS, ﬁhSlc, and the use cf cbﬂral,vowces.-hb_' o
also-introduced the "volice . documentgry” in which he wove*the voices.
of ordlnary pecple - zrom a11 ‘over the: COuntrJ into a program:. on the .
kick :0ff of the 1944 War Bend Drive or the United Fations, San ¥ran-
cisco Corference. opeaﬁlr of ‘bends, Kate Smith dicé a marathon :
. -broadcast. fer,war Bonds. whlch sold so: mary tnat 8001a1 pSJchlatrlsts
~rushed tc-do studie Erdiol usn ' L
““?Entertalners tqok un.dﬂc'

~and:¥
© such ‘as 81ﬂn1ng up as;a nurse S aldef
black market. FThil. Baker,,e“ce 1
“show. with . “Bye byo, buy bunas"-"anv comeay and varlety shows,nﬁ_
traveled to GI bases. and theltﬁwrlt ers..would. include local gags. for
the men." Chlldrer s shovs often ;euturﬂd 2 alrect o 1mplled war :
message,.: ‘ '
scrap. _
ihe

is remenbered for "Iuékj Strlke Green has gone. to warr
phrase that tﬂed hn*'rOduot w1th patrlotlsn.;lroplcall

plalnts about: the slogan(whvc
_gTalT ca.e uU W1th "Onithb land

i ;MWaS banned by on
Al hough radwo would ou-baken to uasxﬁfor allOW1nb; uge
profits and: swolleﬂ advertlslnc revepues, : respon'
: sible for ra181n" morale during crises and demonstrated uhat_lt

,in- the—ruﬁlnb._nhe

‘ : was the" deauh offFDR Oﬁ ;
- April 12, 1945, at;

- 3 'Dalyﬂbr05e ‘intd. THE WILDER-
;NmSS_ROAD}tW,Qake tne,,lr announcem t i snatlon4~NBC"1ntérﬁ
“upted FRONT PAGE FARRELI. w1t“ the news “ABC b;oke into CAPTAIN ¥ID="
KIGHT, and ”hﬁual TO¥ 'MIX. For thheo days, the nets suspenqed co
cialiprogramming, playing somber: music or THE LONESOME :
by ”117ﬂrd Tampell about the death and uranW ofs '1rccln'
. A1l in-all, radio.proved.its worth to America in hertime of
crisis. It was indeed: tde beblnnln" okt eLeczrunlc gourqa1lsm, W1th
out which we would, never nave“wglked S ;
on the movn.ru A

nI“SUERS 70" QN =z TP G¥ MY TOIGUE"
2-The Jonnson's wWax Prc gran with Fibber: ﬁcGeefand
Shadow, @-Mr. heen ”racer cf L0°t Persops. 5 Tne

Carter,A astnr_Detectlve. 10-The lonegRanger. 11-

] Ya Eerklns.:_
‘1F1rst blghter ‘1) Jack“Beth Show_nih Baby Snﬂcks. 15- :




by John}Adana of the RhnC

> Is your w1fe or- mother an.addlcti'a soap opera addlot that 157,
loday'tne three networ&s alr about ten_hal¢ hour or one hour so~‘~
called soaps on TV. 5 i

sIn the days of. radlo, waen women aldn % have to Slt glued 1n
front of ‘a TV set there were: nundreds of soaps on radio. There
-were four networks and each one ran 15 minute serials. Startlng

@9 AM ‘and-lasting until 4 P¥;:the. ﬂOuSEWlfL had her soaps to:do

“the morning dishes," clean he%,houSe; .and_iron her heart away ‘to

" Stella Dallas), Ma Perklns, Vicfands Sade, John's Cther: ulfeaand

other 'such sagas. In. thosc’ days: ‘the sheets,'bowals and.. even‘you

underwear got 1rone,rwnether~Jou Wanmeo “them done ox: not ;
“The phone linesiwent ‘quiet. The corner grocary: store waq
n,empty Lhe nousew1fé'¢as LOllOWlné ‘her. soaps.;uer ‘house: wa THer
castle as’ she: becam' nvolved with the llves oi her: Lrlends -on
the radio. i R et e :

R - “Soaps"’ cot thevrwnane from:the fact trat thesc' Serldls Wera il
< sponsored by'thc ‘s0ap; compamles,-”here were ;TIDE, DUZ,; RINSOY IFUPYfi
and’ others. Fach weelkthe ‘soap was_ You;. MFPEOVED or EETTER Wrtb

EVER. Who elsec couldithe soap, companies find to sell their pro-
‘duct .to better: tnan the housewife? They had .a captl"e audlcnoe.--, ;
#The housewife was staring at her wash under the iron. Was it caean°;r*w
Uas it white?:Did it:smell fresh? These were all the thln adnat s o
the soap companles sald thelr. proouct would ‘do. :
; The™ soap 00mpanles ‘did rot- ‘monopolize the ent tire market ”he
ug companies had ‘their. sharec. while the housewife listened to =
“:the  serials’ oh@ could®do her ‘hair with Toni's new home- permanonc
_‘and follow ;the make belicve lives of-her radio frlonds..np~_~
;many'of thosb s aos ran on radio- ;or jO“rS. Sa Perklzs haﬁ‘

Thore were. tho venlnﬂ so= called "soaps" too, éuch as: One
“Family(which ran- “for 30! ‘years), Amos n' Andy,and Basy: Acos‘
”.Thesg were-not strictly catalogued as. sohp:OPeras 51“_}f hg

- such:: w1de appea7 orjthe entlre famlly Lot i
sTne faialfquy came for the_soaps on 1 /25/60 iCBS,~bh

éoap operas,on that date ne oron nao~_eon storedooway 1ﬁ;tne .
wicloset, ‘only:ito be used. iO; andoooa51ona1 ‘wrinkle: The radic had

-become an- obJect for news" an'fthe top ten rcooros on,tne charts
f;TV was the new family entertainma nt medium. e ;
L ek The soap oompanies made.the switch to TV. “blsteunt that
the hOUDCWl ¢ had Tolisit in. ﬂ“onc\o¢ﬁ* e TV2to watch: the soaps
“She-had an ‘autormatic: dlshwasher to .o’ tne days dlSHea, and.;auto
“matic washers: and dryers which Gnlj took a few minutes to! 109o
with: olothns and then.baoﬂ 10 ‘the- ”V..The ‘soaps were. cxpandeu -+ 0z
30 minut tes. and one:h ur whlcn cuT down ouuthc nuitber ‘telecaouu F:
-zen foods. and TY difiners came..of : ‘age 50" ‘the housewife coulﬁ catch:
the lastiserial of: th@zday before the klds got homewfrom“
'”and her husbané pullo& 1poo the‘drlvewaj Xt




f;is“ops and any. other placc I +n1nk they nmight appear. I.
" to makeZour club known'in as wide an area as pCSSlble.* ‘plan to

= paper might find- it: ve*y 1ntereot1ﬂn_tc virite a story about ‘you-
as a collector and who:Xnows who mig hu read it and have
- to offer you?7 ¥

- and looking...and looking.

P o

Today there are ‘just as many addicts as there were in the
days of radioc, but the fun is gone. kow you can see what. each Pt
character looks like. You can't conjure up in your nind . what ¥a
Perkins, Stella Dallas, Vic and Sade, Rush cor Willie look like,
or for that matter, what any other character on radic that the
housewife got tc know. i

THE OTHER SIDE OF COLIECTING. . . .by John ILloyd of the “RH.AC

¥ost of ycu are collectors of OTR shcws. There is another
part of 0TR collectlng that I enjoy and that is histervaas e
Books and magazines cf the shows and stars fascinate me.
They are terribly scarce. There are: collectors who do hava OTR -
magazines and books in minticondition but theJ are in the-minor-.
ity. The rest.of us’are always looking. I can't t=ll you: how many .

bock stores,‘ma”ﬁ21“b stores, antique shops, flea markets and
garage sales I ve been to in the search for these old rellcs of
the past. =

e have a plaoe here in Denver cal ed the “Lgtalgla Shop, !
that recently tolé me that they had over 100 old radic magazines
and discs and they were scld tc iwo different cellectors. from
cut of town. They didn't lmow about our club at the time but they
Xnow about us now. There are many other stories abcut how mazazines
have been threwn 9waJ cr aiscs destroved over the past few years
but I am sure each ofiy you know many such happenings. o

Scmewhe re, possibly in your area, pecple have boxes. of cla -
books or magazines stored wway in a garage or attic that. the )
OTR ccllector would like to get his hards on. As the editor of %
a radio club newsletter, I hava a never ending passion tciget

.as many interesting CTR stories that I can pass on to our, readers.

Sc, how do we find these mazazines and bocks -and discs? I
plan to keep trying the book stores, magazine stores and:antique ::
Falso plan -

write to small:itown: newspapers(za*h nebple rever throw anything
away) and contact othér ccllectors for, help...Your local news- ...

mcmethlno.

I belleve it adds'a ut"to oy ‘tape ccllcctlcn to know the
behind:ithe scenes stories of thec sh ﬂS and stars. John Dunning &
picced together manJ'snalT factz iz a great book on radio. Chuck
Shaden does a great gob ln ervie Nlﬂg tnv stars to ﬁet 1p31de
stories that make raulo Jeud bory S0 1nbcr?§*1ﬁ- ,

I was a History. maaoL in college and I am still a hlotorj
buff. Rather than just knowing dates and places, I like to, know
who and why. Radio is a part of histoery and books and magazines
give us all a lot of-the ansvwers. So I will ﬁeep cn looking...

._S




‘The following script is reprinted from:WRITE IF YOU GET WORK: THE = @&
BEST OF BOB AND RAY. Published by Random House. Sk T '

Wally Ballou and the cranberry grower ri Frad T

BOB Geood day, folks, thls is Bob “lllott

RAY ...And Ray Gouldlnb. He've Just had word from correspondent Wally
Ballou that there's a fast-breaking news story not far from nere.
So, in Times Square, come 1n,pleaue,WaliJ Bal lou‘ ; Bt

BATIOQU...ly Ballcu in Times Square. I've discovered uhat some of my -
best stories come from merely striking up a conversation W1th
the man in the street...and this gentleman looks as if he -
might have such a.SuorJ Coan I have your nare,.81r, and
what you Qoqji 3 i, : e

SUITH Uard Smlth.,.l 'm a cranberry'g“owe : I own cranberry bogg.

BATTL.QU Very 1nterestlnb,‘1 ve always been curious to know a little -
bit.about the raising of cranberries. They're such beautllul
things when you see bhem growing. You have to be very care-
ful of frosts, don't you?

SMITH That s right. You have to flood the bogs if there's a dangcr
of frost. And then-you harvest them when they! re biz and red
and ripe and juicy and bitter as a;yP.lng‘ ;

BAIIQU Wally Ballou lere in Times Square with a Iast b;ea ing cran- ;#
berry story, ladies ama gentlement After you harvest them, - %
"Wr.,Sw1tn, do you have your own processing plant? ‘ ,

SHMITH Pr008881n; Dlant“ Unat do you mean by that, MNr. Ballou¢

BA,IOU By that, I mean, do. you have your own factorJ For squee21ﬁb
2 the Julce out of % ne cranberrleSf

;jSmImn bquee21ng the Julce cut of cranberrleSf T n&ver Heara of--

51BALLOU chiﬂ;to Wake cranberry Julce.

SKITH ~ Julce° out OL c”anherrlch
‘Oﬁcktalls.,

PAILOU Yes, for your“cranoerrj 1u10e'

.LMITH Cranberry gulce;oookiallsQ
ﬁAlLOU 0 iper%aps you make cranberrv sauce‘out of them? :

SYI P,HWhai would thuf E; uov° A ﬂesscrt° : :_V__f;'__
?lBALLO ho, you serve it as = 31de dlshk..XlIh turiey o*rﬁééfg;:
 SHITH Well, I never! Y

 SWITH ;hen,Jou can make snerbet out of them,
: good after a big meal Very. refroshlng..

ﬁfou know, you 've trlgge ed ethlng here.
That s espe01allv77‘

R g Say, have you got a pen01l° 1 want to wrltc a.l'l thiéfﬁdWﬁ,
_BALLOU ' Suve...herb,fﬁ ' iz ' g A,

iSEI H Fow let s see...Car you make glass cut of tnem¢




FREN P T

'EALLOU  Cranberry sauce

Jer

BALILOU o, you can t‘make ﬁlass out of +hem? ;

SMITH Give it all to ﬁe sgain. (He begl 1s tc write) 0 ; 2{:.
BATIOU Okay. Well, tnerg S cranbverry juice. :

SYITH J- —nOW do you spell that° ‘
BATLICU I-C-E

S¥ITH What?

ALLOU I-C-E ‘
SUITH  I-C-E...I thought there was a "J" in juice.

BATIOU J-U- I'C-E.é
SHITH Oh, yes.

SWITH Sauce... LH i s
BATLOU There's also crénber”y JellJ _That s dellclous +oo.
S¥ITH What would that have-pectin in it or something?
BALTOU I don't know what's in it, but it's geod.

SMITH Well, thark ycu very much, ¥r. Ballou.[fou Ve sure opened
my eyes to some of the uses for cranberrius e :

BALLOU Before you go, Mr. Smith, canml ask _you one
SITH Sure i G %

BAILCU All of these years that you've been groWing”créﬁﬁééiiﬂs;f.
What have you been d01n5 with them? : i i

question?

SEITH I've been sell ing them:in a basket, like strawoer“les. For

cranberry sbortcaﬂe And you. kﬁon...uue really don't sell

that way? , G : e

BATLOU I should 1magine not. r"hanks, . Smith...and now, this is.:
" broadcasting's 311ver—throated PaTl\ Ballou returning it

to the studlo.,.. : Sindelady - A7




= 1listen to: them".

JORTIY DOLIAR TS ALIVE AUD WELL AND ITVIRG TN FRANKFURT ..by Robert
Anzus. Conyrlbhb 1977 by Rebert Angus. Suemltted to: thls publlcatlon
by The Old Time Radio Club of Buf Talo. i s e d AR O

There's notﬁlng-mcre frustrating for a collector. of old-time
radic than to be able tc see, touch, smell and examine more than
10C,0C00 transcriptions of pregrams frem the heyday of radioc-and not
te be able to hear any of them. That's what happened to ‘me one. day . 72
recently when I visited the gleaming "Ocﬂr studiocs ¢f AFl-the Arﬂed
Forces Network- in Frankfurt, .uermarv. There they arc-in‘a room.- :
almost a quarter the. size of a fcotb91¢ field-rack af*er ‘rack of. 12" i
‘and 16" transcriptions.bearing names familiar to every. old radio.
hobbyist:Commnand rer;orzancc and The Lcne - Fanger, Suspense and: Greai
Gildersleeve, MNero. olfe and Pat ovak for lee, Date With the: Darc
and the Boston Symphthy, and lots more. e

ror more than 30 years, they've bean arlfhte 1ng tho alrwaves
‘not only :in Frankfurt, but throughcut Weaterq Burcpe from Berlln_to
Belgium. In the far East, the same th 1ing is happening studios in
Tokyo where a dup llcaue set of transcripticns yTOVldL% yTO ram mut—A
erial for the Far Hast lietwerk.

Unfortunately,wxatt Dillon and'Gildy and their fr ierds‘may be
reaching the eni of the line in Frankfuri as they 2id long 'ago.-in
New York and i ollywooa; The reason is the same-the encroachment or

;‘J P

television. "We didn't have television until three years ago",-says %
Ar'Y program director Rodert J. Harlan, the man who's responsible for'_gf
putting drama on theiair and keepinz it there."There's a community .

of 410,000.ﬁmericansfhere, served by eilght stations. Until recently,
the only drama available to most of t:eﬁ4was on radio. And nany -
servicemen who were born after thaso shews wgnt off the air in the
States discovered they liked rad drama. They became ardent fans. ah
Kow, hovever,. the popularlty of +heSe Shows is wanlng ‘because dranma ok
is readily available on television". -The result is that AFN'S new Ui
scnadulc, which went into effect in iovember ‘featured a: 50 per- cent
cut in time devoted to old radio. & half. hour in. the GVLnan(uouallJ
i at about 7:30 PF!) has been ellmlnaued 1eav1ng a‘25—anute slotiat
1:Q5 P¥ ~each day. . = SRE o 55
e harlan denies::that his d901810n is based solely on ati
1ycut can always be restored iffenoush.: people ask for:iti# e
“wlock at it this wayy The English- Speaﬂlnb audience in® ‘ranffurt is (o s It
~about- 112, 000. That's about the same size as Cedar Rapids,/JTowa. Bubt = o
 Cedar Rapids may have.as many as a cdozen radio stations serving it-- -
"one doing all news, another doing e1"" listening, a third WLth Top #0
and so on. In Frankfurt, AFN has to do:it 2ll---provide. somethlng
for everybody, cater ‘to every minority. So we'll carry the radio::
.dramas as long as we' thlnx there are people out ther who want to:

How did Our ¥iss Brooks and Vour Hit ?arade, tlbber'mcGee~anﬁ
~You Are There get to Frankfurt in the first Blave? 1% started in-
the basement cf Breadcasting House in ILcndon one day in’ 19#3.when
the flrst Arr stutlon ‘went on tne a¢r._Snows broadcastiLhat*flrst




ﬂ(: day included the Dinah “Shore Frogram, Charlie FcCarthy, Front Line
Theater and the Harry James Orcqest“a-—--al1 from transcriptions. As
Allied armies pushed Hitler's troops back across Burope, AFN Iollowec
eventually setting up shop in a castle ir :xcechst, just south of

" Frankfurt. Armed iorces Radio Service in Hollywood prcvided all of the
big shows of the era to iits stations~arcuﬂd the glcbe con 16" discs.
Cver the years, as stations clossd down or commanding officers crdered
the files cleaned, the transcriptions Cisappeared, to make room for .
new material cr to facilitate 2 shutdown. Zut in Frankfurt, the 1lib-

- rary kept growing. It's still growing, with the addition of severzal &
dozen new discs each week., flost ¢f the new cnes, however, are Gisecis s
jockey shows featuring the likes of Charlie Tuna and Wolfman Jack.

. When the American nctworks abandoned radioc drama and comedy in
the 1$50's, A¥N followed suit with a format cf news and DJ's. Radio -
drama didn't dlsappear cempletely, but it was prupe@ back sharply f
from a total of four . t¢ five hours a day tec less than one hour-and

~even that was subaect to preempticn for sports events,-“r931de.t1al_

'hress conferences and lcecal features. Because there's a Department of
Defense regulation regarding the disposition of radio transcriptions,
mest statlons held on to what they had until ordered tc clean hcuse
by a commanding officer. The transcriptions which were removed were- -
or were suppesed to be--sent te the National Archives in Washington
for disposition. "rrankfurt was lucky”, staff ennouncer Bill Swisher
says."We had only onec kousecleahlne, and it wasn't seriocus”. When

- ATN's Berlin outlet cleaned house, the results were shipped to rrank-
(f furt, where a llbrarlad-selectee those iitles not alreadj on the~

shelves there. Harlan has no intentiop of throwing anything out: boda

and would like to put some of what's on the shelves:back on the air.

"It doesn't cost us anything. The shows are all there, ‘ready to go,

and the rights are ours". Nonetheless, cbservers at AFli's chromium
box believe they see the handwriting on the wall---that’ the Ttemporary"
cuts made last fall tc make room for D“oerammlrb aired‘at’ black and. & -
. Spanish-speaking servicemen will somehow become pe-manent‘gand tqet
‘"1w1tn ‘the passage of time further erosion will take place.’ .o
: ‘In the meantime, “there are those worderful archives of" dlsc

acetates on glass and aluminum.bases from the War Years, v1nyl
- pressings- of more recent: vxntage. There are more than 500 eylSGdES
goo0f . Suspense,-a series whlcn ‘has run v1rtue17y CthlﬂUOUSlJ ‘on thex:
network since 1943; some 1120 episodes of X-1, ‘and 13.shows in’ theaf
‘Novak’seriés which was revived recently and QUlCAlJ acquired a cult
fellowing. There are: all the YWorld War II scries. 89001flcally pro‘
duced by or for AFRS:'Iail Call, Jubilee, Concert Hall;: Commanc
Performance and others;the Golden Agze of radic ccmody with Burns &
Allen; .Fred Allen, Tack Benny, Bergen and kclarthy and all the rest;
the great shows of radio's: eecllnlng years: Gunsnoxe,.uonn?y Dellar:

. and others. The all<time:favorite of listeners, however, accordlng
~ to Swisher, is Chlekenman, ‘which stlll runs eurlnb the 'norm."rr dlSC;.
Vegockey show. 5,
o ‘Collectors plaﬁued w1th scratchj, PC;SJ transcrlftlon copies
‘may be reassured to learn that few of the dlscs onn the. shelves N’
Frankfurt nave been;played more. tﬂnﬂ hal’ a cozen tl;es 1

l-'




?Qquality is as good today as.it was. when the discs were pressed 'way
" back when, When the shows are broadcast ncew, they're first transv

~in the U.S., presses its owrn, trunscrlfclons and distributes uhem :
" to Frankfurt and its. ouner‘statlons.__ 's . been nearly -20- ‘years 51noe
* tape replaced: transcriptions at the American radio networks and’
'most independent stations. Why does it mersist at AFli? "Because. when

#:the world, it's much cheaper:to pres records thaﬂ to.

* fore the discs were pressed, and in the case of. shows which carried

-"for the day hasn't been pre-empted by a ‘ball gane, ard tare away. -

on wear. Then the tapes are erased and reased

with care. host have been alrec only'cnce or tw1ce, and their sdundt

ferred to tape for any necessary editing. That nﬂlys te cut ao

I'ew 0ld radic shows continue to arrive cn transcrlptlons week~
ly from A:RTS in Aullywood To supplement its own offerings, the =
network-buys .some of the packaged anthclogy scries ncw available

you're: dupllcatlnb shows for as Wany stutlons as we ve;got around

announcer Swisher observes.rfg‘W ; : PR i
Since virtually:all of. the shows cn the gnelves in. Frankfurt:

were dubbed specif lcally for the nrmea Forces in: Hollywood ‘mostss

run short of 30 minutes. The orlgll 1 commercials were: deleted be-

the sponsor's name--Campbell FPlayhouse or DuFont Cavalcade of Ameri-
ca, for examplc--the shows have been retitled with new 1ntroductlons.
The labels show playing time, but give no-information about original
broadcast date, or even about orlalnal scurcev, As each show has .~ :
been broadcast, hOWCVGr, thb date nas een. noted on the ﬁranscrlptlon'
label or paper . gleeve. = : :

‘#hile the vast majo “1ty 5T comedy "hd drara shows date:from the

1940's and 1950's, therc have been scme. fairly recent additions.. .. ..
-~ ] J ¥ b %32
""The most recent series we acquired was Rod Serling's Zerc: Hour; i 8

Harlan reports:: "We'd like .to carry the (33 Yystery. Theatre and:. .7
perhaps ‘Adventure Theatre, but, the 3y haven'! i ueen .offered to us."

! ~How-can ycu tap -the vast treasure +reve 1ri: “aa&furt?“ Sw1sher
sugwests that just about the only way is to- get yourselp drafted

and sent to:Frankiurt, buy a. Dortable radio=recorder, tune:in- every
day at 1:05 and hope- tnat tne Adventure Theatre or. Comed; Playhouse

wuntll you &et recycled home. - Thcre acesn,t.seem




