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"This...is London." That's the way his
college drama coach advised him to say it
when the bombs began to drop.

Egbert Roscoe Murrow was perhaps the
first giant of electronic news, catapulted
into the public ear during the dark days of
the late 1930's vhen it seemed nothing could
stop Nazi Germany.

Understated but highly personalized,
Murrow's style of reporting carried a subtle
editorial slant. The style would be copied
wicdely in the broadcast medium—— rather
‘han the rore restrained style of his sup-
erior and later rival Paul White.

Recently, many of Murrow's most famous
broadcasts have been reprinted in In Search
Of Light. The book contains Murrow broad—
casts from 1938 to 1961.

Here's a broadcast from September 18,
1940-~ the height of the London Blitz:

"There are no words to describe the
thing-that is happening. I talked with eight
American correspondents in London today. Six
of them had been forced to move. All had
stories of bombs, and all agreed that
they were wnable to convey through print or
the spoken word an accurate impression of
what's happening in London these days and
nights.

"I may tell you that Bond Street has
been bombed, that a shop selling hanker-
chiefs at $40 the dozen has been wrecked,
that these words were written on a table of
good English oak which sheltered me three
times as bombs tore down in the vicinity.
But you can have little understanding of
the life in Iondon these days—— the courage
of the people, the flash and roar of the
guns rolling down streets where much of the
history of the English-speaking world has
been made, the stench of air-raid shelters
in the poor districts. These things must
be experienced to be understood."

Murrow was made famous by his journ-
alism, but many remember him for his ever-
present cigarette. During cne 30-mile car
trip once, he consumed two packs of smokes.
The bombs never got Ed Murrow. The cigar-
ettes did.
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The next meeting of the Radio Historical
Association of Colorado is Thursday, August
18 at Majestic Savings, 2807 S. Colorado Blvd.
at 7:30 p.m. That building is across the
street from Skaggs. Try to be there promptly
at 7:30 because we have to be out of our
meeting room by 9.




and when we don't wolf down $50 worth of

I food— the difference has to be made up by
@E ga EDEEME/EEER the clup. And the club just doesn't have
a lot of spare cash. ‘ ) '
For the 16 or so of us who attended, There are two crucial items to be dis- .
the July 30 picnic was a lot of fun. But, .cussed at the August meeting, and we need
unfortunately, many of the members we your attendance. The first item concerns
contacted——- who said they'd be there—— did- having a surcharge for all blank tape sold
n't show up. In fact, the attendance at through the club. The second item is our
our last two meetings has been spotty. dues. Should we just have a flat fee for
It was particularly disappointing that dues which includes tape rentals? Or should
so many failed to make it to the picnic, we use some other method? These are im-
because Ernie Jessen had to shell out scme pﬂc:rt:ant issues. We need your help to settle
bucks for the use of the k, and he's now s ) g .
of course, come up short.Pa%::s up to RHAC ’ Elections will be held in Octcber, with
now to make up the shortage. So for those nominations being taken at the ‘Sﬁ_elgtemb?é
of you who said you'd be at the picnic and meeting. Glve some thought to you
who didn't come through on your word, we'd like to have as officers next year.

like for you to nonetheless contribute your

buck for the park rental. That's only fair RETURN IVITH US NOIAL

— to Ernie, to RHAC, and to yourself.
ILack of attendance has another bad

aspect: It's really hurting our circulat- ; —— 15 pu-bll.shed monthly
ing library. If the times or places of our by the Radio Hls.tor-lcal Association of
meetings aren't convenient for you, speak Colorado. Subscriptions are $6 per year and
up!  We're always looking for better times include membership in the Association.

and better places. ~ In some cases, when we Address all manuscripts, inquiries and donations
have a dinner meeting, we have to promise to: Dan Danbom, Editor, 2339 S. Ogden St.,
the restaurant $50 in meals to get a meet- Denver, CO 80210.

ing vroam free. When you don't show up—

Here's John Dunning's schedule for year
number six, month mumber one—— also known as

August 1977:
8/7 Phil Harris-Alice Faye Show 8/21  Phil Harris-Alice Faye Show
"A Present From The Sponsor” "Willie Is Engaged"
12/26/48 1/9/49
Fred Allen The Iux Radio Theatre
(last show with Jack Benny & Henry "The Letter" with Betty Davis, Herbert
Morgan) 6/20/49 Marshall and Vincent Price 3/5/44
The Railroad Hour 8/28 Phil Harris-Alice Faye
"The Student Prince" "Inaugural Ball"
1/16/49
8/14 Phil Harris-Alice Faye Show
"A letter From Uncle Sam" Counterspy
1/15/51 "The Case Of The Washington Woman Spy"”
6/8/42
Escape
"The Vanishing Lady" Dragnet
7/1/48 "10-Year Old Boy Disappears”

6/7/51L (first of a series of Dragnets) %
Information Please
8/13/40
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Vaughn De Leath :

HE Voice of Firestone stands high among the radio

§ presentations of the National Broadcasting Company,
11 and high in the estimation of its listeners. It features
two of the vwtstanding personalities of the air—Vaughn

De Leath and Franklyn Baur.

Miss De Leath und Baur have several things in common.
B+ have been before microphones almost from the time when
r sshorn. (Miss De Leath was the first woman ever Lo sing
in sadeast program.)  Both are limited by contract to one

broaceast a week. DBoth are at the top of radio’s ladder of
fame.

Viasshn De Leath was born in Mount Pulaski, Illinois. and
made her début there as an entertainer. She was just three
years old when she first [aced the footlights in a home-talent
! how, s
cted an orchestra when she was twelve years old.
teen, she sent out to thirteen different publishers
pics of a song she had written. She sold the song
t bidder. althourh there were scieral other ofiers.
™ v she has had published another song, “Oid Glory. I
Salute You,” that she first made popular on the air and that was
written when she was twelve vears old. Not leng ago she
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. She was graduated from Mills Colleze in California. going
Trom: there directly onto the concert staze.  She did her share
ving in those early davs of her musical career. she says.
reoming to New York, in 1919, she began to taste suc-
voen it was discovered that her voice was excellent for
zraph records.  In January. 1920, she did something she
Ld never done before. and something no other woman had
done ol that time, She sane before a microphone.
CThe eveat is fmportant enough Lo be told in some detail,
flhc studio was a little room in the tower of the Pulitzer Duild-
Ben Park Row——a room reached by climbing three flichts
O winding stairs.  There wasn't space enough for a piarc. 3o
“n accordion was used.  Dr. Lee DeForest was in complele
aurze of the broadeasting, which was still very much in the
¥perimental stage. The microphone had a horn on jt—a
h“f}} orizinally designed for a 1904 madel.

© > then Miss De Leath has been definitely associated
1 lio broadeasting.  She sanz for WJ7Z when that station
A4S ane only one east of Uittsburgh. In 1923 she managed
ad directed station WDT. On occasion she even did her own
announcing, During the early davs of radio tests her voice was
Picked up at seven European Hslening points at the same time.

P. H.W.
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Introducing Paughn De Leath and
Franklyn Baur, Two W ell-Known

Radzo Personalities

By

Although she
is primarily 2
radio artist, zhe
still makes pho-
rograph records
which are popu-
lar in Europe as
well as in the
United States.
She wriles both
the words ang
music to songs,
and is the
author of a
number of pop-
ular composi-
tions. Her semi-
classical compo-
sitions may be
found in any
modern library.

Franklyn Baur, the
as an entertal
He was eight je

Franklyn Baur

or Voice of Firestone. made his début
later in life than Miss De Leath.
before he tucked a violin under his
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chin and took } at public gatherines. Witk no' in-
sistence on the his family he studied violin for six
years. Then ke cuve up the vielin and devoted two vears to
studying piano. 1 not until he was sixicen, however. that
he discovered his a vaice.

ichteen. Baur heard that the Park Avenue
Baptist Church ¢f New York was looking for a soloist. He
applied for the joh. So did more than one hundred profes-
sional singers, Baur was selected.

Concerts followsd. dnd then he went abroad to sing. He
was heard by the Prince of Wales. who commended him pub-
licly. HMomesick. he returned to America and began making
phonozraph records. Scouts from the radio studios discovered
him. and he went on the air. One of his carly radie appear-
ances was as lenor with the Shannon Four in an Eveready pro-
gram series.  He was also featured in programs which arve now
part of radio history. Florenz Ziegield hieard him and sent for
him.  The result wzs that Baur was featured in the Ziesfeld
Follies of 1927, But he left the Follies the next vear to return
to radio.

Although he is 2 familiar and well-known person to radio
auwdicnces. Baur is only twenty-six years old.
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Collecting radio shows is great fum, but
we may be short-changing ourselves if we ne-
glect radio's historic context. With that
thought in mind, here's a section on the mood
of the nation when radio came onto the scene
in the 1920's. This is taken from Only
Yesterday, a very fine book about the 1920's
by Frederick ILewis Allen. As we pick it up,
he's writing about Zmerica shortly after
the first World War:

: "A sense of disillusionment remained;
like the suddenly liberated vacationist,

the country felt that it ought to be en-
joying itself more than it was, and that life
was futile and nothing mattered much. But
in the meantime it might as well play—
follow the crowd, take up the new toys that
were amusing the crowd, go in for the new
fads, savor the amusing scandals and triv-
ialities of life. By 1921 the new toys and
fads and scandals were forthcoming, and the

| country seized upon them feverishly.

K "First of all was the radio, which was

. .stined ultimately to alter the daily habits
of Americans as profoundly as anything that
the decade produced.

"The first broadcasting station had been
copened in East Pittsburgh on November 2, 1920—-
a date which school children may some day
have to learn—- to carry the Harding-Cox
election returns. This was station KDKA
operated by the Westinghouse Company. For
a time, however, this new revolution in comm—
unications and public entertainment made
slow headway. Auditors were few. Amateur
wireless operators objected to the stream
of music-- mostly from phonograph records—
which issued from the Westinghouse station
and interfered with their important business.
When a real orchestra was substituted for the
records, the resonance of the room in which
the players sat spoiled the effect. The
orchestra was placed out-of-dcors, in a tent
on the rcof-- and the tent blew away. The

t was thereupon pitched in a big roam
indoors, and not wntil then was it discovered
that the cloth hangings which subsequently
| hecare standard in broadcasting studios would

xquately muffle the sound.

"Experiment proceeded, however; other
radio stations were opened, market reports
were thrown on the air, Dr. Van Etten
.

Jeanne Eagles, getting an "earful" of
wireless jazz over her new radio outfit.
It was new, at least, when this picture app-
eared in the Denver Post on July 11, 1922,
RHAC is indebted to John Dunning for letting
us use pictures from his collection.

of Pittsburgh permitted the services at Cal-
vary Church to be broadcasted, the University
of Wisconsin gave radio concerts and politic-
ians spouted into the strange instruments and
wondered if anybody was really listening.

Yet when Derpsey fought Carpentier in July,
1921, and three men at the ringside told the
story of the slaughter into telephone trans-—
mitters to be relayed by air to eighty points
throughout the country, their enterprise was
reported in an obscure corner of the New York
Times as an achievement in "wireless tele- -
phony"; and when the Unknown Soldier was bur-
ied at Arlington Cemetery the following Nov—
ember, crowds packed into Madison Square
Garden in New York and the Auditorium in San
Francisco to hear the speeches issue from
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For the 16 or so of us who attended,
the July 30 picnic was a lot of fun. But,
wnfortunately, many of the menbers we
contacted—— who said they'd be there-— did-
n't show up., In fact, the attendance at
our last two meetings has been spotty.

It was particularly disappointing that
so many failed to make it to the picnic,
because Ernie Jessen had to shell out some
bucks for the use of the park, and he's now,
of course, come up short. It's up to RHAC
now to make up the shortage. So for those
of you who said you'd be at the picnic and
who didn't come through on your word, we'd
like for you to nonetheless contribute your
buck for the park rental. That's only fair
— to Ernie, to RHAC, and to yourself.

Iack of attendance has another bad
aspect: It's really hurting our circulat-
ing library. If the times or places of our
meetings aren't convenient for you, speak
up. We're always looking for better times
and better places. In same cases, when we
have a dinner meeting, we have to promise
the restaurant $50 in meals to get a meet-
ing room free. When you don't show up—

and when we don't wolf down $50 worth of
food— the difference has to be made up by
the club. And the club just doesn't have
a lot of spare cash.

There are two crucial items to be dis-

.cussed at the August meeting, and we need €

your attendance. The first item concerns
having a surcharge for all blank tape sold
through the club. The second item is our
dues. Should we just have a flat fee for
dues which includes tape rentals? Or should
we use same other method? These are im-
portant issues. We need your help to settle
them.

Elections will be held in Octcber, with
nominations being taken at the September
meeting. Give same thought to who you'd
like to have as officers next year.
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is published monthly
by the Radio Historical Association of
Colorado. Subscriptions are $6 per year and
include membership in the Association.
Address all manuscripts, inquiries and donations
to: Dan Danbom, Editor, 2339 S. Ogden St.,
Denver, CO 80210.

Here's John Dunning's schedule for year
number six, month number one-- also known as

August 1977:

8/7 Phil Harris-Alice Faye Show
"A Present From The Sponsor"
12/26/48

Fred Allen
(last show with Jack Benny & Henry
Morgan) 6/20/49

The Railroad Hour

"The Student Prince"
8/14 Phil Harris-Alice Faye Show
"A Ietter From Uncle Sam"
1/15/51

Escape
"The Vanishing Lady"
7/1/48

Information Please
8/13/40

8/21

8/28

Phil Harris-Alice Faye Show
"Willie Is Engaged"”
1/9/49

The Lux Radio Theatre
"The Ietter" with Betty Davis, Herbert
Marshall and Vincent Price 3/5/44

Phil Harris-Alice Faye
"Inaugural Ball"
1/16/49

Counterspy ;
"The Case Of The Washington Woman Spy"
6/8/42

Dragnet
"10-Year 0Old Boy Disappears"
6/7/51 (first of a series of Dragnets




