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It’s+ not that Harrai Peacock dislikes
television.

It's simply that he prefers his entertainment
on a much larger and more vivid screen —the
humarn mind.

Harral Peacock would rather “see’” William
Conrad as Marshal Matt Dillon on the old
“Gunsmoke’' radio series than as Frank Can-
non of TV private eye fame.

Harral Peacock is an old-lime radio buff.

To ihose weaned on a steady diet of TV, this
may seem like an anachronistic hobby. Old-

- time radio buffs disdain *‘Cannon,” ‘‘Police

Woman™ and “All in the Family” in favor of
“Richard Diamond™ *'I Love a Mystery™ and
“Baby Snooks.”

Old-lime radio buffs contend their interests
are neither anachronistic nor a simple hobby.
To them, old-time radio is a passion.

There is, obviously, is bit of nostalgia and
trivia mvolved in old-time radio, since it's fun
to recali — or listen n to — Mr. First Nighler
enter the Little Theater Off Times Square. (Do
you recali the slars of the series? Barbara
Luddy and Olan Soule.)

But there's also a major challenge for old-
time radio buffs who find tapes of rare radio
shows and improve the quality of old broad-

_ casts ihrough the use of modern recording de-

vices.

THIS PASSION FOR old-time radio led Har-

ral Peacock, a counselor at Northglenn High. up

School, and others to form a Radio Historical
Association of Colorado, the first local organ-
ization designed for those who love to return lo
when the Lone Ranger was riding high on Lhe
nalion's airwaves.

The association will be a year old in June. .

Thanks to Peacock and other individuals, the
club has achieved a good balance of a profes-
sional organization with a lot of relaxed
informality.

The organization, with Peacock as president,
meets monthly. Members hold a formal meet-
ing, make srnall talk about their favorite radio
programs and discuss the.techmigues of adding
to personal collections and improving the qual-
ity of tapes and reels.

When the club was first organized, many of
the established collectors contributed tages to a
lending library to help newer collectors get
started.

These tapes were rented at 50 cents each.
When they made Lhe rounds of members who
signed up for them, they were put into the as-
sociation’s permanent library.

WHEN THE ASSCCIATION'S funds from
rentals reached $100, the association ordered

. WU . N—
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recorced tapes from a national company. In-
cluded in this batch were rare tapes which
members were allowed to record. These tapes
were then pul into the assomaum § permanent
collection.

v

Members of the Colorado association also

have corresponded with other pgroups around
the country, trading and bartering lapes.

As a result, some local members have gained
full coilections. One member, for example, has
been able to collect nearly all the **Gunsnioke'’
episodes. Arnother has a good share of “Es-
cape.” Others have a full collection of bloopers
and rehearsal shows,

The association also pubhshes a newsletter,
edited by John Lloyd, which keeps members in-
formed on happenings locally and nationally.
The newsletter also has special features. The
latest, for example, traces the chronology of
“Gunsmoke” from its radio days Lo its success
asa TV series.

THE RADIO ASSOCIATION of Colorado is
far from being an insular group. Many mem-
bers visit rursing homes to play tapes for the
elderly. Members also have taped old shows
and given them to organizations for the blind
and retarded.

Harral Peacock, 41, grew up in Austin, Tex.
which, like Denver, was late receiving local
TV. Austin received its first TV in 1952, so Pea-
cock was an avid radio listener while growing

*Vhen I came to Denver I became acquaint-
ed with John Dunning’s old-time radio show on
KFML and that stimulated my interest. Dun-
ning. of course, is a major collector and has
given the association a lot of help.

“I soon discovered there was a lot of interest
in old—ume radio but no orgamzatlon So we got
busy.”

The organization began with 2 and now has
46 members.

Peacock’s personal radio passion goes to
detective shows like "“Richard Diamond' and

“Sam Spade.”” He's also on the trail of more
tapes of “‘House of Mystery,” " with host Roger
Elliott.

*“The charm and fascination of old-time radio
is the fact that lisleners visualised exactly what
they wanted to see. There was no screen to dis-
tort that scene,” Peacock said.

“But it's not simply based on nostalgia.
Several members ol our association are in their
"20s. They weren't around when radio drama
was a way of lile.”

Peacock is fortunate. His passion for old-time
radio doesm't rlerfere with his home life. Iiis
wife, Mary, is secretary-treasurer of the Radio
Historical Association of Colorado.




