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Peasr Editon:

I am taying to Locate Lhe mapuscnipis fon the nadic program, The Count
of Missing Heins. Do you have the -above information? 14 not, coukd
you help me Focate James R, Watens, the Lawyer who oniginated the pro-
gram? Any information would be gratefully appreciafed.

Jimmy MeKinsiny

- P.0. Box 208 .

= Mideand, GA 31820
(404) 322-8319

Ed, Note: We have no information in our archives that might assist you, Jimmy,

we urge you to contact the National Museum of Broadcasting, the Radio Hall
of Fame, and Broadcast Pioneers Library. If any readers know of any other
possible source of the requested data, please contact Jimmy, say you saw his
letter in NARA NEWS and provide him with any leads you have.

Pean Jack:

1 hope you can use the enclosed material on the FOR Centenndal; i1
should wonk wefl in the next ifssue. Laten T'LE be sending you a nice
copy of an Amos"n Andy uagr..tnm?ha soon as fhe repo L4 aeady.

1'm busy sifting thaough a bunch of ofd sadic material that I was foni-
unate Lo giud in an used goods shop several weeks ago. The enclosed
“FDR .in Radio"article came grom a 1933 radic magazine that was part of

what T fownd,

Beat neganrds to gou, Jack, and keep up the great wonk onrn the Jounnal,
1t focks betien with every Lasue!
Chanfes Ondowski
Livenia, Michigan

Ed. Note: And our thanks to you, Charlie, your Roosevelt material was
springboard for Phyllis O 'Rourke's "FDR Centennial” article which w

in this issue, We hope that you'll continue to ur T

.- -and we're still looking for that 'Amos 'n &

Tha

vith us. ..




Pean Edifon:

The faat issue of NARA NEWS wad tfoo brieq but I can undensfand the
ceonomicsd of oun probfems. Anyway, now we krow what Sieve Ham ELooks
fike; when do we get a pieture [on drawing) of oihen officens and
nequfans, Don Astonand Hanofd Widdison? 1t's kinda fun to find oud
what they fook Like after we've formed some sonl of pictune grom
thedn waidingd and repords.

Pa. Hugh Mufiigan

Clevefand, Ohio

Ed., Note: We'll do our best, Doctor. Of course, caricatures of John Pellatt and
your Editor have appeared over their respective pages in past issues. Now in
this issue we've added those of Steve Ham, Ron Kula, and Don Aston. Soon we
hope to have a likeness of Harold Widdison, our new reel-to-reel librarian, also
appearing in NARA NEWS

Pear Jack:

I am inying to obtain a fape of Zhe Gifdensfeeve progham in which.
"peauey” made his f{irst appearance, I befieve it fo be duning Septem-
ben on October of 1943, 1 woufd be most happy te putchase oa Lhade,

Keep up the wondenjul wonk af NARA NEWS. We aff apprecdate 4L,

Mickey Smiih

Schoel of Phanmacy
The Univensity of Miss
Universitfy, M5 38577

Ed, Note: Most of regular readers will probably recall Mickey Smith's article,
"I Wouldn't Say That," which appeared in the Autumn 1877 issue of NARA NEWS
Vol. V, No. 3. That article related the personality and development of "Richard
Q. Peavey", the amusing Pharmacist on the Gildersleeve program. We hope
gomeone in our vast readership will be able to help Mickey find a copy of the
requested material.

‘Thank you for writing...

S

ALL LETTEAS ARE WELCOME. THEY MUST BE SI&NED BUT YOUR NANE WILL BE
WITHHELD |F YOU SO SPEC|IFY., LETTERS WAY BE EDITED FOR BREWITY BUT
THE DRIGINAL VIEW OR OP[N|ON WILL NOT BE ALTERED. AODRESS ALL COR=-
RESDONDANCE TO EDITOR; IF REPLY REQUESTED, ENCLOSE SASE.
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JOHMN
PELLATT

transcribed
from toronto

On stage, comedian George Carlin is as funny as ever. Hiz style and
content have matured. His ninety-minute monologue is a grinding test few
contemporary performere could successfully underteke. His appeal seems
even wider than before--hlg fans from the early sixtles and seventies are
now sitting side by side with his much younger fans that have recently
redizscovered him through his records, television appearances and new seriss

of live tours,.

His live performance is the result of many years, observing, remindim
commenting. His general theme, "getting through the day™, turns Carlin int
Cne Of Uz, He helps awaken us to the obvious and lgnored and forces us to
re-cXamine those mundane facets of our life that =zeem to waste =0 much of
our time., His fasclination with the perplexing and often redundant use of
language, for example, is well known. "Why do you need hot water heaters?
You don't have to heat hot water--you heat cold water, You want cold water

heaters™.

Hizs material has become noticeably less politieal, less religious,
le=zs autoblographical, at leasat about his achool days. He feels that this
iz a reflection on both the times and on hls internal state of mind, The
abgense of drug related humour feoreefully demonstrates hls growth and
maturity as a humorist, Of course his "seven dirty words™ are still in
his 1live show, Those words shocked and outraped many people in the past,.
But Carlin was just following in the tradition of many great comedlans of
the past, including Lernmy Bruce, in reminding us that we wlll always
attribute power to words totally out of scale to thelr actual importance

or meanling,

Off stage, George Carlin is
an articulate, intellligent, quilet
individual who takes his craft
seriously and yet iz still interested
enough in the people and places arouf
him to take the time to talk and
reflact on his spectacular carear.
I spoke to him recently when ha
performed in Toronto, and was
gsurprised and delighted to learn
about the early major influences on
his work.

"My early influences wWere the
radic ccmedians, When I was a kid
back in the 1940%s radio st11l1 had
weekly prime time comedy shows every
night-—quite a lot of comedian=s had

&




network shows. That was the first attraction I had to comedy-=radio,

A lot of kids like comedy. It's a release for children. Then I was
influenced by Danny Eaye and his movies; Spike Jones and his radio

shows and hiz records because of his irreverence; Martin & Lewls on
radio and in the movies because of Jerry Lewlis; the Marx Brothers because
no one ever geemed to notiee that they were lighting a couch on fire--

I Just loved that. Those were early influences, later on it was more

of a braln-thing, pecple like Bob & Ray, Steve Allen, Mort Saul, Lenny
Bruce, Nicholg and May",

George Carlin feels that he really did not have any cholce except
be a comedian. It was partially hereditary he explained to me, Hig parents
were funny: he wae a talented mimiec as m child, Later he became the
class clown in school and developed a lot of physical comedy, Then he
was into more intelligent comedy--words-=largely influenced by what he
heard on the radic, But Carlin was too restless and dropped out of
high gchool after his first year. He has been driven ever since to male
up for that loss of a formal education. He feels that communicating is
the mogt slgnificant part of learning, and has devoted his 1life to
developing hig communication skilla.

Again he was drawn into radlo. Az a child he used to hang around
the Columbla University campus radic statlon and watch the armmouncers
load the old sixteen inch heavy metal transeription dises onto the huge,
over-gsized turntables. He thought, "I want to do that",

"I went into radio to become secure in my speech and delivery as
a disc Jockey--feeling that the sudience waen't present. They couldn't
boo or applaude or anything--so you're not golng to be re jected=-it was
& kind of safety zone for me to begin from...then there comes a time
when you're in your early or mid-twenties and you have to make the
commitment to try it out in front of an audilence that wants to be
entertained...a whole lot of times...sometimes it's better than you
druuurE. sometimes 1t's worse, sometimes you have to wait a 1little
longer® .

The ego of a true performer ls paradoxically often a very fragile
thing behind the fascade on stage, Carlin worked for over a decade
until the early 1970's when the college crowd rediscovered him because
of his records and turned him into a best selling spoken word recording
artiet. Today he feels much more secure about himself and says that
he can now choose to be funny off stage when he likes. When he was
a child he felt the need to show-off much more. The soft-spoken Carlin
ad:lijj::_thnt today, on the whole, "I really don't like forcing myself onto
paop .

Carlin's interest in the incongruities of life has helped him
shaped countlese brilliant monclogues. But the 1980's mark & change in
definition and directlion for him, Carlin feels that he has sald just
about all he wants to say in a standup, monologue format. His new record
refleets this movement with more studioc-produced material, with music,
sound effects, adlting, post-productlion, and ultimately, other actors.
Carlin 1z quite proud of hls records and rightfully so. They offer some
of the furniest contemporary American standup comedy available on dise,
His spoken word records are the direct descendants from OTE and indeed
today are often the only spoken word content heard on many radlio statlons.

5 Cconl. om P- )
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Taint a heapa fofks in Jondar Run, West-by-God-Virginy} that even
seed a copy of Vardiety, Lthe show biz pub, Ez I heclect, it done haiche
a passfe of new wonds, summa whifch tLook and othens dint. "Bofjo" is a
feninstanse, 1 spect "show biz" L& nother. Anyhoo, an thavelin Libeanr
truck haddae hinguxin dispfay fother week and smack dab in the middie ¢
it wuz a November 1, 1937 fsdue of Variety 4o 1 gived it an upclost Loo
see. Gess what there wond fer radio shows wuz? "Ethenizations!" Now
kin you bfeeve thet? Pradise the Lond thet thet one neven kefched on.

Une Vardely anticul shune got ahofi of my feniion., Twas the one
on erime "edhenlzations" on accounta a heapa complaints wuz acomin 4in
bout them shows cornuptin the wyoung'uns. Three shows in penticulan wuz
talked bout: Shenlock Hofmes, Evening in Pandis Mystenies and the Lucky
Sinike Crdime Houn. TDonit thet fest beat all? My pappy alluys sed: Thes
aint nuthin new under the sun.

Angbody out Lhere neclecf bout the sdingin telegram? Didfa know
Thet the veny funst one what wuz comed about wuz on Radiof Shurwugf!
Twas back in July of fhurfy-thaee on the Rudy Vallfee Show, yessdir, whes
a galf warblfed the furst sdngin tefegram., Nowadays Wesfenn Undon Like
2o cladim thet the gaf's name wuz "Luecilfe Lips"™ but I figger fhey fesd
made up thai mondicken. Anyhoo, the idea Befched om keef good and fwaxn
Long afore them Westenn Undon messenferns in greeny-bihown uneefoams en
caps en Leggina (you young'unshnow whai them are deonifa?] were ascampe
around aknockin on dooas and singdn them fefegrams. When WU I1 comed
along, fwarnd nuff fjefferns en ga%& 1o make the kounds 50 fhey done
swichied to singin em over the phones. But Lomgabout 1974 they plumb
cut out the singin telegham alfiogethex. o

Jawin bout them phone operafors dome puts me in mind of a funny g
name of Judy Holiday. Oh shore, you meclect hen from the movies but 4
done got her comehithen grom Radie. She wuz bornded Judith Tuvim in
of Twenty-iwo en aftien bouf & months ez a swifchboarnd coperaior, daanes
ifden she dint Land a sped on the Mekcuny Theeater with Onson Welles
whifst she wuz stiff a fennager. Sad fo tefl, shonily ihereafier she
Lit oui fen Holfywood and cepi fer a cuppla specialsd névér came
Radio whai given hea fhe funst push.

i

Fast cars en shifty drivens alfuys skeenr me. Thenes many a traje
told on the hiways, yessineebob. Coursewise fest aboui everbody knows
thet the finst Lone Ranger, Eanfe Grasexn, done goi RilE in car chash.
But didfa know thei Zhe waifen fun thet show, Fram Staiken, alse goif
done £in the same way? T4i4 thue, he wuz bift in an automobeel crash o
9/14/62nean Ancade, New York, So it bodes us alf fo be specdal keeny
on the hiways en biwagsall the days buf even morso in Lfhe comin summer
when mostfolks do aloita thavelin. . God Bless you alf.....

- 6
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Ray Bradbury, the popufar science fletion wadtern, fasi gatt gave
the nadio nights to thirteen of his stonies to Mike McPonrough, a aadie
daama professon aif Brigham Young Univensiiy in Utah. Two of the tafes,
"Sound of Thunder” and "Halloween Taee" hasesince been produced by
Helonough, a fep-netch sound-efqecis man.

.In "Sound of Thundea" sevenal huntens go {ndo a Lime machine fhat
tahes them back To pre-historic fimes Lo hunt a Trgannosaurus Rex.
MeDonough nefated how they created the sound of the dying dinesaur: 4t
wad a mixture of some human sounds and growfs combined wifth the nodlse
of an ofd asthmaiic bufldog eating a gooey combinatfion of pladin dog
food Laced with fresh eggs.

.} 1 :
‘B0 ey THE WASHING POST ® Gracie Allen: Tootsie Sagwell!
B oty s, e IE VASHINGTONEOSE | tha ar you doing i this offce buik:

I ing?

Tootsie; Looking for a job, Gracie.
You see, I've decided ro give up men.
Gracie: Give up men! But Tootsie,
this s leap year. And if T ever saw a
kil with kangaroo blood it's you.
—Burmi gud Allew (CBE)

Baby Snooiks: Remember T asked you
"What's the shape of the world
Daddy: Yes.
Baby Snooks: Well, teacher said
“Seinko” ain't the right ansoer,
—Marwell Howse Coffer Troaw (NBC)

& Luly M'Connell: My grandparents

are wonderful, My grandmother and
sundfﬂ:lnmbodtwergou!&dqr

i m. ; 'ﬂhull and led dance don’t even use glasses.
guined fame on televi- Eroups 2 -
medium he joined in ité -  bends before moving into radio in _Tom Howard; Well, some people
fancy, o and conducting  the 1930s. His radio career included * like ra drink cur of boles. ;
music for the Ed Bhow frm ~ Work on the Orson Wellea drama t¢ Paps To Br [gworaws | Mutual)
1947 to 1971 and for Glasson's TV and the Philip Morris
veriety shows, : h
On each of his shows, ‘wea @ member of the
Ghmwﬂm%m ariginal | of governors of the
8s “the fower of the music world®  Academy of Telsvision Arts & Sci DON
au:t_huuuﬂ.-mﬂaum ﬂmﬂ;;ﬂ?ﬂﬁm
France, Mr. Bloch was Friam ew Yor retired
Erought to th ot St by v &0 oved t M e yar . ASTON
1. parents a8 an infant, Burvivors include his wife, Ann; a /]
_ His msical talent first blossomed ~ devghtes, Hoberta Bash, and two
in the 19208 when he played piano QUR
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The singing hradio commercdiaf on
a product. We've fListed sevenal below, without the baand name, of
coukde, fo see how many you aememben. VYes, we hnow some wene Lafen uwés
ed on felevision, bui fhey were finsi heard on Radio.

RADIE
I INEEES T Uit

Compiled by Mrs. Spencer Tremont

"iingle" was afways a great way fo sedi

.. A Litile dab'fl do ya....
1§ you've god the Lime....

What's fhe best tunaf

ce..ofor youn breakfast stants the day off shining bright!
Light up a meflow, mifd.....

wo-.hits the spot, 12 ﬁ.ubt punzes, that's a Lot. #
wesodhe brushlfess Shaving cream Supreéme.....

Have gou thied.......? They'ne whole wheat with alff of the bran,
wessHappy Little wash—day song... -

Nevea boanow money needfessly, fust when gou must....

Whene's fhene's Life, Thene's,.....

Geticdssatan Chanlie, stari using it Zodag... .
Sfanding on the connen, watching all the .........q0 by.
cesssadd the shampoo that glorifies your hain,
Brushfess on fathen,50¢ for shaving cream, a doflax for the Loidd
Who put § gheat fomatoes in that Littfe biify can?
A-Afways mifden, B-PBetten tasiing, C-Calf if smobing.--

Col

¥You get 43 beand Ln everny cup 04 i S < ii-“'i

"¥151¢a..-
Be sociabfe, fLook smant, beep up Zo dmﬂ-ﬁ&w.h.*

You'£E wonder where ithe yzﬁtnw uznt.nign gﬁu brush ynuu teeth. ..

o \

;'TTr

ANSWERS  wWiL BE Fnuuﬁ on mcw. CoVvER.

W M-—’-h%-"- R e i, b Ty T T T
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Carlin's new direction--"a general de-emphasis of monologue material
and a greater stress on studlo work--without an auvdience™--iz the natural
growth of his considerable talents, In many ways, it is a direect return
home to hls wvery early major influences, those days of his childhood and
youth & the days of 0ld Time Hadlo, when he used to listen
to all those great network radlo comedlans.

George Carlin's next album--to be produced towards the end of 1982--
will be recorded totally in the studio. "Things come and go in surges.
Parts of me need to surfece and are next in line, I have a lot more to
axplore...in this new frame of reference™, In addition to hils next album,
George will explore home video, cable TV and movies. 411 of this work
will reflect his new approach to style in the 1980%s,

Carlin®s attitude may have mellowed but 1t has not changed. Hila
humour is stlll rebelllious against the complacency of accepting things
at their face value, It 1s many things: sharp, witty, sly, physiecal,
sometimss outrageous, always thought-provoking. Hlz obsession with
words is hilarious and reflects his influences from radic'e geolden
days. After all, what else was there except words, music and sound?
And just ms radio provoked the listener's imagination--zo too Carlin's
comedy challenges many pre-conceived notions and expands the limits
of our thoughts and perceptions.

It is his reflections on the ordimary, on the rituals of dally life
that are hig trademarks and make his work immediately identifiable. Of
course, ruch of it 1s already known or can be anticipated, but he presents
it with such energy and deceptive eamse, that it all seems somehow new and
alive,

Hie return to those early influences, to sketches and skits,
demonstrates a maturing of style end a continual testing of his skill
and talents, Carlin is however =till Ons Of Us, He is still on top of
the contemporary American comedy scene and even funnier than ever,

It 1= comforting to know that he will still be funny in the years
shead, His records demonstrate a longevity in thelr own way that
closely parallels the lasting enjoyment we still recelve from many
0ld Tims Hadio comedians.

It 1= also comforting to reflect on the major influence that 0.T.H.
has played in ghaping the career and life of this sxceptional contemporary
comedian, It is even more interesting to find that George Carlin is
returning to thoge sarly influences in presentation at least. He has
found a new source of inapiration and exeltement to share with hie
audlences--a reworking and modernizing of those early influences of
radio that first captured him and fascinated him-=-g0 many years ago0.

R

Wext issue I hope to have an interview wlth Douglas Adams,
auther of THE HITCHHIKERS GUIDE TO THE GALAXY, the BBC Radio seriles,
and the most eXclting radio meriss to coms out of Britain sinee the
GOON SHOW in the 1950%a, . 7 CH e
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Broadcast museum
thrilling thousands

By ERISTIN GAZLAY
Assoclated Press Writer ;

DALLAS (AP) — I's cremmed with curios from every
decade of broadeasting — a 1919 cylinder record player, tiers
of varying televisions, the first type of transistor radio, and
circa 1981, Walter Cronkite's microphone.

Bill Bragg's grade-school passion for all things broadcast

has been transformed into the Texas Broadeast Musewm, |
housed. in a lofty warehouse on the outskirts of downbown |

‘Dralias.

*This is a hear-it, see-it, do-it place,” the 3-year-vld Bragg |
said. “It's 5,488 square feet, and just 10 square feet of that is |

under glass. But museumn is really a poor word for this place. i

That implies a hands-off attitede. This is a hands-on
musewm.”
The fruit of Thomas Alva Edison’s ingenuily is strewn

throughout the spacious room, in chronological order. Drnate | =

victrolas. The primitive predecessor of ihe dictaphone.
Microphones used in ¢ld radio shows. The first telavisions and
the latest videotape machines.

Bragg has even devised a jingle in honor of the inventor:
Dear Thomas Alva Edison, you'd be proud to see "em. The in-
ventions that you gave to us at the Texas Broadeast Museum.™

Edison's personal microscope — unsed to inspect diamond
phonograph needles — sits under glass in a display case.

Nestled in the same case are Bragg's dearest Lreasures —
personal effects of the late rock’n"roll star Bill Haley, who died
in Harlingen, Texas, this year.

Haley’s guitar, used to play the familiar riffs of “Rock
Around the Clock,™ lies in the glass next to Haley's trademark
pointy black shoes — size 8E.

Bragg flew o the Rio Grande Valley to pick up the guitar
and spent the day with Haley's Mexican-born wife, Martha. He
had to buy an extra plane ticket to get the instrument back to
Dallas

The sirline people thought be was crazy, but be didn't want
to et it ot of his sight, he said. .

People like to give Bragg things for his museurn. His en-
mmmhmmmm&uhnmdmh-m
Ewening News."

] wrote him just before he retired asking for something for
the museum."” Bragg said. “One day, I got a box in the mail
from CBS and a letter from Cronkite's secretary. It had the
microphone in it. Apparently, he liked what we were doing. "

Another treasure is & 1947 Radio Series record called “Our
Land Be Bright,” a drams about veterans returning from
Workd War II, It features then Warner Brothers actor Honald

Heagan. 4

“Except they pronounce it ‘Ree-gun,”' Bragg said.

To generate interest — and interest the generations of young
and old — area actors use authentic props to stage old stan-

| hﬁmhu"mw'w"mm:"ﬂﬂ

The museam, already brimming with a half-million dollars
warth of broadcasting memorabilia, opened with a bang in
May 1578 with 4,000 visitors.

Tours of school children, broadcast afficionades and those
who remesiber from the heyday of network
radio trek through its doors six days a week.

Bt the museum is at the merey of its landlords, who plan —
eventually — to convert the old warehowse into condominiums.

And Bragg relies on donations. to keep his museum going,
paying himself only 33 cents a day for hours of work a week.
Five days a week, be works a8 an engineer al a Dallas
televison station while his wife, mother and father keep the

museumm open.

Near the door leading out of the building, past the huge radio
trmmlﬂﬂﬂ:hnhldnm-blmpm-eﬂ
Bill Haley meeting Britain's Queen Elizabeth II. It arrived this
summer, the day of the royel wedding.

Inscribed, i reads, “To the people who remember him and
the Texas Broadcast Munseum. All my love, Martha V. Haley,”

BROADCAST MUSEUM HAS CAPTION DISPLAY

There aren't many museums in the world where you can see Walier Cronkite’s microphone, Thomas
Edison’s microscope, and a TeleCaption 'aele-nsmlﬂ'nea'ﬂyorem fenows of is the Tems Broadcast
Museum in downtown Dallas.

The popular rnuseum,' which speciglizes in hands-on exhibils"and dsplays for handicapped people,
had a TeleCaption television and videocassetie player on loan from Sears. A videolape, fealuring
Nanetie Fabray, demionsirated closed captioning. using segmens from caplioned programs.

Museum curalors reporied that the caplioning exhibit atiracts miost visilors” atiention. Closed caption-
ing is an important prece of history, bul one that is available to everyone loday. Visilors Ireqm‘mr
mentioned hearing-impaired Triends or relatives who would enjoy cmm\g

Museumn founder Bill Bragg is noled for his dedication to the hancica:iped people of the Dallas-Fort
Worlh area. “Broadcasting affects everybody, sothe Texas Broadcast Museumis a people museum,”
Bragg noled. “We pride ourselves in being a place where children can leam, semior cilizens can
remember, and a place thal blind people can touch. We were delighled fo have a display designed for
ihe hearing-impaired citizens of Dallas and Fort Worth.”
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IN MEMORIAM
‘Big Jon,” dies in

FREManT , CALIF.

Fremont

n ) said ‘Taddy, do you ever feel like
ARGUs " Feb 26,198L) o0 M‘TD“: ekt -y -,
Beth Gorman called his wife, Rosalie, explaining
Staft writar that ber hushand stood 6-feet-5.
g et Goran et ooty Idln partoe: m?rth.tm Loy
g on” ¥, B " was con-
leaving behind 2 generation of ceived az an elf from the land of
adults who grew up with him and make-believe that wanted to be-
ills]shnddlu,“s e" and “Mayor =c_:umearulhr.m i
umpfront.” . “Sparkie was his alter ego,
Goerss, best known for his ABC  sald “His whole life was broad-
radbumshﬁ:“'ﬂl;hﬂmd casting and communication.”
Sparkie, at his home Wednes- — “(ng of the things that made him
day following a 7-month battle with  yery popular was that in the days of
cancer. He was 3. radio, there waa no television, and
Goerss was the creator of *Big  the children really got into their
Jon and Sparkie,” an hour-lng imaginations,” she said. “It made
show that ran on the network from  an impression on them. The kids'
}%ﬁuml%&%mu:rm-ﬁm who listened then have children
'No School Today,” utilized por- and still find
tions of the other series and was mm‘;h}ﬂamm’m“ Goorm s alio pucylved by M
heard on Saturday mornings, gIving  of their own . . . . He said the pro-  Uree 4 Detioera. Lay ‘of
Goeras one of the largest blocks grams were for the young znd the Fremont, Arnold af Tar-
rmmmwm &t heart ™ rm,indhhr%uo' Mollric of
to ome : Daniel, Goerss' son, Morth Canton, i and a second
“The way he got the ‘Big Jo0' said his relationship with his father 500 Lloyd Reed of Blanchester,
name was when his eldest daughter  was nigue. AN s
Mr. Levine p such CBS radio
Bob Eberly o v 5o (Bt
! g Nev 17, 1961 School of the Alr” and “Imvitation 1o
GLEN BURNIE, Md., Now. 17 (AP)— ML and his wife of 40 years. § He was Born in Mozyr, Riss, and
Eob Ebarly,a Swing Era singer Callahan, had lived | corie 1o the United States with his
who tha Dorsey broth. inGreat Neck, L1, since the mid-1%60°S, §| family in 1013, Ha attended the Boston
&rs and helped make famous such songs 4nd they were o atleast i 1 ptin Schocl and the Usiversity of Chi-
&g * ¢ and “Green Eyes’ seversl weehs at the harne § o 00 and began his career as a nows edi-
died Tuesday at Ms deughter's home in of e of his two v torwith the International News Service,
Glen Burnie. He was &5 years old. . n-m;-mmmnnmm
m:&tr.lbnﬂy‘summ;ﬁdﬁm .- beaides Mr. Eberly's wile %‘Fm mﬂm
ances throughout the Rene M, of Hicksvilie, N.Y., and information division from
and abroad, Bis last a son, Bob Ir., of 1853 to 1855 and as director of radio and
was about 18 manths w Comn. and sisters also sur- || television activities unti] 1856, .
the Waorld, in ?m-ld.rl-...mlym- . His wife, Nessie, died in 1978, Surviv- |
ﬁﬁumﬂm““ bl : ) E’E:mlmu:mm'
a8 @ re- Y ; WO
sult of chemotherapy treatment, family ﬂfEBSRademgms.Dies ‘mihxdm;am,mm
said. (IR TR e ” aaf Br and five grandehildren.
Laon & former director 4 e
The somgs he helped 2 Lervine, o P “F'rnm B
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Sherlockian Collectibles

By Worman 5. Nolem and Damiel J. Morrow

One of the highlights of the days of Ol{fime Radio (as we call it now) was the fun of
sending box tops off in the mail in exchange for sponsors' premiums. The idea is still
in use today., mainly by manufacturers of breakfast cereals. but the offerings are some-
what mundane compared to what was available in the '30s and '40s. Back then premiumg
included such goodies as Jack Armstrong's Magnetic Key, Little Orphan Annie's Speed-
omatic Decoder, Captain Midnight's Sliding Secret Compartment Ring. the Dick Traey
Signal Code Ring and Pencil, plus assorted badges, photographs. puzzles and so on,

Given the popularity of the Sherlock Holmes broadcasts aired almost continuously
each season between 1930 and 1950, it is not too surprising that Sherlockian premiums
could also be had. There were not too many of them, to be sure, ind like most of the
artifacts from that era, they are hard to come by these days, but they are are worth
seeking out, both for their own
sake and ag reminders of a now
nostalgic period. The few known
to the authors are described here
in, and we would be pleased to
hear about the existance of any
others we may have missed.

Appropriately enough. among
the first Sherlockian premiums
were a pair of books featuring W=
aong works, issued under the im-
print of the G. Washington Coffes
Company "by special arrangemen
with Doubleday, Doran & Comp. ™
1933 listeners to the programs
sponsored by that firm were invil§
to gend their names and addressze
on the back of 3 Washington brand
label to Morristown, N, J. in rebs
for a volume containing seven of
- the Holmes stories. This book
- gported a gold profile of Holmes ¢
4 a maroon cover, and had a fronis

- piece photograph of Leigh Lovell.
the actor featured as Dr. Watson

g A short time later, a similar}
special edition of "The Hound of I8
Baskervilles" was also offered;his

HH embellished with a frontspiece pho

" graph of the program’s star, Rich

Gordon, in profile and wearing the

deerstalker cap thalt so many now

associated with the World's Best &

Finest Detective.




SEE— —

During the 1936 season, Household Finance Corporatiom spon-
sored the Holmes broadcasts, and that firm's premium was a color-
ful Rand-McMally map entitled, “Sherlock Holmes Illustrated Map
of London. Approximate date 1890". It measures about 15" X 20"
and in each corner iz a small drawing: a magnifying lems, a3 mi-

NARA NOTE: This article first appeared in the Baker Street Miscellanea, a
guarterly publication, of Chicago, Illinois. Although originally written for

Sherlock Holmes' buffs, it will certainly be of interest to every OTR fan who
enjoys radio premiums. The article is re-printed here through the courtesy
of John Nieminski and the Sciolist Press.

croscope, a fingerprint, and a test tube
and beaker, Only the more prominent thor-
oughfares are listed, but it carries draw-
ings of important buildings and railrecad
stations. Baker Street is shown along
with Holmes's residence and the Empty
House across the way. Huge letters
across the bottom spell out "Household
Finance Corp".

When a second coffee company got in-
to the premium act along about 1936, for
a dime and a Chase and Sanborn Iabel you
could order up a spoon depicting on one
end a deerstalker-and-cape clad Charlie
McCarthy holding a magnifving glass. John
Bermett Shaw, who owns one, reports that
the company offered other spoons in the
series but that only this one featured a
Sherlockian motif.

Another premium collectible of sorts,
though not one of the "mail in for" vari-
ety, is a blotter, a device not seen too
often in these days of ball-point pens.

It advertizes Sherlock Holmes on New York
TV and dates from 1954/55. The pitch
reads, "Tune in on the New Adventures of
Sherlock Holmes, starring Ronald Howard
[son of the late Leslie Howard) every Mon-
day 7:00 - 7:30 FM Channel 4. Presented
by the Chase Mational Bank." On the non-
blotting side is a profile of Howard
framed in a drawing of a TV screen.

Finally, and somewhat further afield
as premiums go, it was once possible to
gain such a collectible just by tearing
off a box top, provided you were lucky and
chose the right box. The indefatigable Mr.
Shaw owns just such a one, once housed in
a box of (rackepr Jaok: a tablet-like book-
let, sbout an inch and a half square, with
a blue cover on which appears a key-hole
shaped picture of Sherlock with deerstalk- b
er and pipe. Inscribed on the cover are
the words, "Mote Paper for Writing Secret
Notes". Let us know if you find one!
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Rﬂdh Is H’ Bﬂlt e wad
® @& @ Whal is probably Jerry Devine's mosi cmbitious undertaking
io daie in his long ond varied career cs o topiiight writer-director. will be
o new series tagged “This Is Your FBL” to debut on the Blos on Friday.
April 6th, at 8:30 p.m. The new orer will be am cuthentic dromatization of
coses direct from the files based upon ociual scbologe, ssplonage, kHdnaping
and other Federal oiffenses investigoted by the FBI, cnd will be pressenied
as a public service by the Eguitable Life Assuraonce Society. G-Mon Chiel
]. Edgar Hoover hos diready given the show his cfiicicl blessing and said.
omong other things, thet the FBI wos glad to lend fis co-operction o
Jorry Deving in this series, stressing the foct thet the bureau was credcted
to protect the people of the United Stoles from its enemies within ond thot
they are entitled to know of its work. [n elfecl. he concluded. the new
show will constitute o report on the paxri of the FBI o the radie ocudience.
Thomas L Porkinson, president of Equitcble, ciso expressed deep graoiifico-
tion ond pride in being associaied with the FBI girer. Devine., who clready
writes cnd direcls radic’s top thriller, “Mr. D. A", will direct as well as
produce the new series. Worwick & Legler iz the agency hondling if.
T W
# ® o Fooling around with the dials: Milton Berle, as usual
wae dynamite Sunday nite on somebody else's program—this time
it being Kate Smith's. Another heavy laff-getter on the same stanza
was good old reliable Lulu MeConnell . . . A, L. Alexander and
hiz Mediation Board handle some mighty delicate problems in an
aduit manner—proving once again that radio can drop its swaddling
clothes. _ . . Coincidentally enuf, John J. Anthony's opener brought
out a problem similar to the one Alexander faced, but the humor
surely wasn't intended when he asked a woman (who said she had
just been married a month and was going to have a child) if it was
her firsi! . . . You have to trot out the superlatives whenever you
talk about Raiph Edwards. His pinch-hitting for Phil Baker the other
nite was jet-propelled stuff. . . Sid Shalit, batting for his boss,
Ben Gross, radic ed of the MNews, on WHOM Sunday afternoon,
showed plenty of pace and savvy. Irv Marsh, assistant sports ed of
the Herald-Trib, on the same session, rates a spot of his own, his
color yarns being that solid. . . . Chieco Marx paraded out something
new and something old on “Hall of Fame"—but old or new, it's all
the same to us so long as it's Chico who's handling the delivery.
T ¥ *
@ @ ©® Small talk: Skght hitch in Billie Burke show may keep Henny
Youngman on the cir ¢ week or so longer. Agency com'l maoke up its
mind whether to originate show from hers or coast. Meanwhile three clienis
are bldding for her ayem show. The ome who gets it will be the one who
can get CBS time. . . . Dick Eollmar landed the Giile role in “Bosion Blackie.”
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* Talking Back .. When Beat
| Lillie makes~her first radio appt
ance since arriving in this cous
from England,
on WEAF's At- 5
lantic Spotlight, g
Saturday aflter-
noon &t 12:30,
yvou'll hear her
¢ArTy on a dia- §
logue and szing 3
a duet with her -~
'London self.
Here's how it's
done. Before -
e

ving .
Mizs Lillie re- Beatri
corded her Brit- L‘Il'm
ish part of the e
broadeast. This will bexﬂd
EBG in London while
casts “live” from the NBC =
in New York. Az far as we l:
this will be the first time ﬂmt
entertainer has “performed™
both midex of the Atlantic at
same time., 5 4
Once Over I.-ghﬂy s = o O
Gable's effective emoting was
valve which turned on the dram
heat for Cavalcade's salute
heroie sub Commander W
Gilmore (WEAF-8). It was Gak
first radio stint since his rele
from active duty -with the

l:nrps...'l'bebedmd-bmrdp
lem along the Amerie
Potomae,

Room Oaly™ (WABC-9). o
wﬁﬁdﬂaﬁ I:::“d Fred MacMy
oyantly through ¢
Washington farce of bedrooms
hummmt:...ﬂe':r Dr. L
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E RADIO
PINGS

JESDAY, QCTOBER 31, 1944

| bellows some of his monied ques-
| tiona leads one to believe he's try-

Eg out for a scream-test . . . Ed
JWynn, sufering script miseries,
 drops his fantasy format in faver
\#f a straight comedy setup, start-
ing Friday night at 7 via WJZ...
| Edgar Kobak, former vice presi-
|dent of the Blue, suecesds Miller
McClintock as president of Mutual,
effective Nov. 20.

- - -

Etber Echoes. , . . Larry Stevens,
recently discharged from the Army
Air Forces, is Jack Benny's new
vocalist, succeeding Dennis Day,
now in the Navy. Stevens, it is
said, has never before sung profes-
sionally. He makes his debut with
Benny this Sunday evening at 7 via
¥ WEAF. . . . Jerry Cooper, just re-
turned from a one-year movie
stint in Hollywood, inaugurates &
singing commercial series over
WOR Sunday night at 9:45. . ..
After a tun of more than five

Phil Lord's Gangbusters
fades from the air, shortly after
the first of the vear, ... This Is ths
FEI, & dramatie series drawn from
the official files of the Federal Bu-

reau of Investigation, writtem by

Max Marcin, author of the eurrent

Crime Doctor mysteries, bows in

over WEAF, Saturday, Mov. 26.

ews Around——
The Clock

:: WNEW oy e ;

] 1300

News broodcast schedule: ™
R editions 24 times a day on
the balf bowr. WAKEUP editicas]
from 645 te L5 weekdays on the
bowr and quarter kours. EXTRA
sditions e the hour, whenever sews
is wrgent. BULLETINS =t once.

+++ Ted Lloyd up for cn imperiani promotion of 20th-Century Fox. . . . Rumor
arcund ihet Comels may possibly cut out their rodic advertising during the
shortoge or for the durction. Are they kiddin'? Haven't they heard of what
hoppened to Sweel Coporals, Meccos, Murads, Fatimos—or even the Gold
Dust Twina! , . ., . Personal nomination for busiest (omd prettiest) director
in radio: Jecmne Harrisem, who hondles over 18 iranscribed shows a week
for Ziv. . . . Aside to Ear]l Wilson: Howeome you ond Nick Eenny are the

enly columnists In town noi lo be sondwiched of Reuben's? . . . Diane
Couriney off for Florida in o week to break in new voude routine. . . .
Fremk Cooper & Bea Wain have come o an amicable parling. . . . Hay

Bloch’s plnt-sized drummer drew plenty of lofis by passing out cigars when
his wife had adopted @ baby gqirl. . . . Larry Menkin toking army physical
next week. . . . Fronkie Carle is the first sweet band to play Tunelown
Ballroom in 84. Louis and broke every existing record there. . . . Artie Dunn,

of the Three BSuns, whe cughtc know. tags Honk Sylvern os the best
organist in the country.

National Music Campfinteriochen Arts Academy/interiochen, Michigan

Boing over a radio seript in the above photo taken in 13+w are Or. Frederick Steck, Conductor, Chicago
Symphony Orchestra; Professor Rudolf Schramm, NBC Producer; an NBC announcer, and Dr. Joseph Mad-
dy.

The passing, tast April, of Schramm, former music director of the U.5. Office of Education and co-loandar
of the National Symphony in Washington, D.C., recalled the days when he carrisd Interlochen’s music
across the country. He was music director of more than 15,000 radio programs on the ABC, CBS, and NBC
networks and composer of B6 film scores. President Roger Jacobl sald, *'Rudelf Schramm was a most dis-
tinguished parson and played a very important role in the development of music in this country as wall as

providing wonderiul music to millions of people through films, concerts and radio.”
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RE-COLLECTIONS

Pusd colfects, the paperboy coflecits, ouwr chedidfors and Lfhe
Goveanment coflects, and S0 do we., T£ seems we afl peniodicalfy
hunr achoss things we've edither purposely or inadvertantly saved ovenr the
% deans, even anoccasional ifem on two fhat has escaped Mom's Spaing
CLeaning effonts. 1'm not one of the fortfunate ones, howeven,
ALE the ofd-radio premiums 1 remember faom my chifdhood have
vandished due fo I-deon't-know-what. What I do have are ifems
i acqguired Ln my Laten yeand, such as the Edison
"Powboy" phonoghaph, compledfe with a full sed of S
N gquaater-inch-thick reconds...each of which would ===
S5 break a whofe seif of toes L4 dropped on same. Shades
i lof Veron Palhant sdngdng: "The Aunaway faain weni over
P the hilf and she bfew!"™ And othea dunprises such as songs
W that 1 thoughit were"new" on the 1950'4 hit paraded. For-
9" tunate fon me, fthis ofd Edisen phonograph gave me moke Lthan
1 had bargained fon...nof onfy the neconds, but an in-taeci
operaton's manual and a bonus of an ofd copy of "Euaadca&i Weeklfy".
11 covened radio proegramming drom January 25-31 of 1931 and {snife with
ads for radio sets of numenous descripiion and a "premium" here ay
thene, Ah yes, premiums...whatever happened Lo my Capiadin
Midnight Shaken Mug? Tom Mix Sixen Ring? Littfe Oaphan
Anrie Decoder Kiz? Jach Awmsihong Hike-O0-Meten? My glow-
in-the-dask Rafston Ring? Bareakfast CLub Souvendir Book?
And afl those othen zhinﬁa my £Life depended upon back then?
Why, Ma, why? Oh well, back to the present., AL the same
time Thought the Edison phonegraph, 1 afso purchased an ofd
Victon Radio with a "smifey face". This wood-cabinet console
has a s;pt beneaih the diaf in front with a knob Lhrough Lt that sEides
frnom and to-end fon station sefection, and is in pretfty good conditdon
1 fon ifs age. That Lucky thing!

Upen nedistnibuting the dusf around my worksoom Lhe
other day, I happened 2o find a 1949 Cofumbia Records cai-
afog with o complete Listing of 10 and 12-inch micho-

gheove hecondsd. Also a Lisfing of 7-Ainch £p's of such
papuian funes as: "ALL Right, Lloudie, Vrop the Gun", "If You Stfub VYour
Toe on the Moon", "Pui Samzih&ng in zhe Pot, Bey!", "Put Your Shoes On,
Luey™, and other chakt-atampe&a. What fun! Well, no matffer how much
how much on how ttttta we find {n ocun atidics, baazmantd, &
. on junk drawens, we'ne colfecions.

Ran achoss this anticle not ELong ago, waiiten by Fred B
Fernnetdd fonlivensdon Magazine., Appropiatefy titled
"Anyithing Goes", Fred reminds us that there akre folks who
colfect anyihing and everyihing others will net. Some
colfecting regquines vasd outfays of cash [you've noficed my W
colfeetion L5 veny small), and some requines very Litife on no Casl
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o

outfay from the coflecton, such as the Ephemera Socdetfy whose chain-
man 44 Cafvin Otto of Beanington, Veamont. That Soecdiety's geal

is fo cobfeed "anything printed that was meant fo be thrown
away", such as paper napkins, cups, newspapers,edc. I§
you happen to favon the subject of mifk bofiles, ZTherne's
an onganization cafled MO0 [Mifkboitles Only Onganizaiion],|R
ca;z of Fred Rawlénson Newponi News, Vinginia. And on
and on.

Pensonally, 1'd nathen stay intenested in the Likes ag
: Befty Boop Pocket Watehes, Babe Ruth basebalf ads for
Babe Ruth Undeawean, Cisco Kid Triple-5 CLub Kif with
J Secnet Code Book |[wonth $45 these days), Lone Rangex
M Pocket Watch [going for $100 now), a set af 1940
- ﬂﬂ Superman Pictunre Cards (getiing $500 on today's man-
AN ¥ S het), and/on a Helen Taent Locked. 1 never did ask
Y fon much, y'know, Guess I'd even setife fon an O&d
(e Shredded Rafston box top. Vup, pariner, we all coffecd,
just as my very own memory ai Lthis moment coflfects dust.
S0, may you aff foin me in colfeciing ithe very besi of
“the writien memonies" via the pages of NARA NEWS, as the
issues continue! Up, ap, and AWEl...coueenens

_.-'“.#.

¢ Cﬂn+l.'l\.\lfl 'prdm P9- ”-)

includes: 1938 Sthomberng-Canfson, 1937 Phileo, 1928 RCA Radiofa and a
1937 Zenith [aff desk modefs] as weff as a 1929 Atwadiern Kend floonr ca-
binet. Perhaps the most nane radio in this display is the Leathern-
covened Pent-0-Radio that Efeanon Roosevelt gave hen husband; L& has his
initinals nean the cariyding handfe,

The entire exhibit is a iadibute fo Lthe sthong bond beiween FPR and
his nadio audience, In June 1933 the magazine "Radio Fan-Fare™devoted
an entine anticle to that phenomenon; ii was entiiled "WiLg Rooseveldt
Rufe By Radio?" 1% began by companing the vietomnious FOR with a con-
querding Caesan and then ashed"...wild the Eitife black michophone on his
desh prove the modenn scepien on token of his supreme authonify?"

To his §inst Inaugural broadcast on March 4th and the finst "Fine-
side Chat™ on Mareh 17th the nesponde, according fo a quotation from Zhe
stadid N.V. Times ",..was so0 immediate and favorable that if confirmed
him in his judgement that nadic was the simpfest and mosi effectfive me-
dium fon neaching the people.”
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A Message

FROM THE PRESIDENT.....

Greetings to all...

If you'll notice the address on your copy
of NARA NEWS, you'll find both your membership
number and the month of your membership renewal.
We are no longer sending new membership cards
upon renewal of membership. Your receipt is
your cancelled check. This is one of the aconomy

measures we've adopted and we certainly hope
you'll take it in the spirit of saving money. i

With the weather getting warmer, I'd like to encourage our
membership again to hold garage sales, collect cans, or some-—
thing else to raise money for WARA. We really need the money.
You'll get a tax dedoction.

If you would like more information on this, or you woudd like
to volunteer your assistance on this, please drop me a note. I'll

get you all the information you need and explain how yoiu can help
NARA now.

The re-vamping of the Tape Library is coming along, slowly
but steadilly.

I think you'll be very pleased with the results
when we're finished.

Our membership numbers are slowly increasing and that is

encouraging. We hope the trend will continue. Amything you
can do to reccommend us to your friends

Next year, 1983, as I told you will be ocur Tenth Anniversary
and plans are going forward for a NARA Convention then. It will

be held on the West Coast; Don Aston will be keeping you advised
as details become firm.

I hope you will give Don and me the benefit of your sug-
gestions and ideas for the Convention. Many of you have been to
other similar conventions om OTR, etc...and we'd like to know
what about them you found most beneficial and interesting--and
also anything you think we should avoid.

Keep sending in your letters, articles, clippings to Jack
French at NARA NEWS. I'm not sure when our finances will permit

the return of THROUGH THE HORN, but until then, send your con-
tributions to Jack.

I'll have more on the tape library and ocur memberhsip—-as
well as other pertinent information in the Summer issue of NWARA
NEWS.

Best Wishes! k S. ’{_M ’} J‘W’
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Sixty Years at WOR

town, and saw that an airplane ha

He went Inside and ran down to
the twenty-fourth floor, where
WOR Radio’s newsroom was
located, and the station became
the first 1o report the accident.

Minutes later, the station's
sports director, Stan Lomax, ran
into the newsroom. He'd been
driving to work when he saw the
crash. The station now had the
first evewilness account.

Before long, WOR had & man
on the scene. In a live dispatch,
of which a recording survives, he
described what he saw: “Around
us is more damage than we've
seen in New York since iremen-
dous fires before the war.”
Sounds of clanking steel and
broken glass can be heard in the
background. *When the
hit the outside of the building, it
kept on going, and the engines
continued about taenty feet Inta
the building and went down the
elevator wells, where they were
eventually found.”

Later that day, @ man walked
into WOR's uIEcH carrying a
Dictaphone belt he'd been re-
cording on in a building several
blocks away when the accident
occurred. He'd been near an

T ———r—rra
AT 52 AM. ON JULY 28, 1945, A MaAN
working on the outside of the olfice
building at 1440 Broadway heard a
tremendous crash. He looked up, across

smashed into the Empire State Building.

unused electrical equipment. Some of
the station's engineers knew those old
discs were back there; none of the ex-
ecutives did, and nobody knew just how

:lh—lmm

much was on them.
i

The crash of "45: You heard it first on WOR

s-a.]up: The Great White Way has gone
to war.

As city history unfolds, WOR is on the
scene, In December 1938: *“This is Dave
Driscoll ... speaking from the north-
bound platform of the 38th Street station
of New York's Sixth Avenue . . , clevated
railroad. As most New Yorkers know,
".I‘“ this famous, privately owned, 50-

year-old structure . . . tonight be-
comes the property o( the city of
Mew York, and tomorrow mom-
ing [an] auctioneer . . . will offer
for sale one of America's most
famous transportation sysiems.”

And, in December 1940:
“Tonight at 34th Street and Sixth
Avenue ... we have sel up our
Mutual microphones so that you
may hear a word picture of the
npem ceremonies of New

ity’s newest transporta-
1inr. I'I.nl‘. . the widely heralded,
much-discussed Sixth Avenue
subway.”

One of the collection’s most
moving documents is a record-
ing a very ill Babe Ruth
wishing WOR a happy birthday
just five days before his death.
His volce is feehle, a mere
crackle. He says, “I'll tell you, |
feel pretty good. As far as
circumstances are concerned, |

tty tough time in the
hnspllnr?\s far as people saying
that you haven't any frl:ndy
can say that they're all crazy. ...
I've had thousands of "em since
I've been in the hospital. 1 know

open window, Now WOR had an actual
recording of the incident. First there is
just the man’s voice, “This is a letter to
Dean Crawford, University of Michigan.
We are sending wnder separate
cover...” A faint rumbling is
“Under scparate cover...” The noise
gets louder. “Under separate cover. .
Louder yet. Then a bang, and :lkm:e
The recordings of this coverage are
from an extensive archive that WOR has
amassed in the last year in preparation
for the station's sixtieth anniversary,
February 22. Tt is probably the greatest
sound library any radio station any-
where has, a rich aural documentation
of city history, world news, culture,
music, and, above all, broadeasting.
Most n!’ﬂn- eollection resided, until
recently, in a locked storeroom in

WOR's offices, on 40,000 dusty, brittle

recorded a falr amount even earlier.

‘When station employess began listen-
ing to the discs last year, they heard the
record of an era, The Ciseo Kid's adven-
tures are registered on those discs, and
so are those of Mark Trail, Tom Mix,
Superman, Ukelele Tke, and Paul Win-
chell and Jerry Mahoney. Ed and Pegeen
Fitzgerald chat over breakfast {they still
chat today, eveningsk Thiz fs farz pre-
sents live improvisation; the first draftes
ever is inducted into the military; the
bombing of Pear] Harbor is announced;
Hitler speaks to the world; Henry
Morgan speaks to the world,

are the spectacular electric signs which
made Broadway an international land-
mark. They not only have been extin-

acetate discs piled behind a jumble of

An announcer riding in a cab de- | to
scribes wartime Times Square: “Gone | sta

I've tried very hard this year to
gﬁ back in the game [ love, but it seems
t some obstacle always gets in the

Th: unearthing, rerecording. and
cataloguing of this material was the idea,
and has largely been the work, of
Marianne Macy, 22. The granddaughter
of & fermer WOR program director, she
began thinking about looking into the
history of WOR in 1979, when she wasa
sophomore at Hampshire College and
needed an inde nt-study project.

“] stumbled into WOR.” she recalls,
"m:rwi'ﬂ'llnmmth:.lndmldhim I
wanted to research the station's his-
." He referred her to a retired station

. [im Thibideaux, who had been at
the station, first as a page boy, later &5 an
untitled: jack-of-all-trades, from  the
twenties until the seventies. “He hod
incredible station archives,” she says,

gu:!hedfm'ﬂ'leulgh dimout, but some
ave been dismantled and turned into
21

“but every ten years he'd offer them to

 cont. on P9 23)



Programming Quickies
bg Gr.rrg Verris

The year 1947 was the debut of a new radio pacgramihail sparnkfed with
Laughter., 1£f was "my Friend Tama™ and it stanned MarieWilson. Within a
few months i{ had climbed to the 1Ith spot in the ratings, Noi bad for
a beginner. Typical Jokes: "Do you befieve in compulsory mifitary sen-
vice?" "No, I don't befieve that a girk should be foxced fo daie a GI."
"Iama, youn friend George has no money, ro job, mo car, no heuse, no pros
pects, and no fufune.” "Yes, that's Lrue, iut I have Zo siick with him
40 things don'i get fough."

 ® * 3 B F Z 2 M F B B B A

1§ you'ne over thianty gears ofd, Frannie Brice was dead before gyou
were bonr, more's the piiy. The sifax of Broadway and Radio's "Baby Snook
died on June 29, 195].

2 % % % AT EREFTRERD

"Te friends and neighbors alike, Sieve Adams appeared fo be noihing
mone Lhan the young ownex of fhe Baoken Bow catife spread. Butf when dan-
gen threatened innocent people and when evif-doens ploited againsi jusid
then Steve Adams, hanchen, dissappearned. And in his pface came a mysten-
Aous stafwart Indian, wearing Lfhe dress and warpaint of a Comanche, nidin
the great patomino, Fuay! Galloping out of the darkness o take up the
cause of £aw and order throughfoui the Wesd comes the Legendary figure
az...sznaaaaaaight Ananooooooooow!"” (Introduction to a populan nadio
show sponsored by Nabisco Shuedded Wheat in 1949; it alternated with
"Shy King"and'ﬂobgy Benson”in what were a nefwonk changeover from 15 min.
kids adventune shows to the haff-hour ones.)

* % % ¥ ¥* ® * ® ¥ ¥ ®E ® R B
Ben Beandie "The 0fd Maestno" alteanated snatches of talk between
big band music on his program 40 succedsfully fhat he topped the Crossley
natings for daytfime shows in 1941, His neal name: Beanard Anzelevifz,

Boan: June 30,7891. He astarted his own band in 1923, broke inte nadie
Ln Chicage Ln 1931, and Later appeared in fwo Paramount movies.

® ® % ® & B ®F B E ¥ ® ¥ ¥ ¥

The finst band Leadea Lo make it big on radio, of course, was none
ofhex than Vineeni Lopez, And when was fhat? Novemben 1921,

* B ® ¥ & K E K E B F F F ® ¥

In the eanly 1950's nadic was Losing the audience to the upstant
felfevision but Lt wasn't going down without a §ight, as some people now
affedge today. Radie brought out some big iuna in 1950-51, which meant

L)

good whiteng, big stars and big advertising bucks, "The Big Show" with
Taffufah Bankhead had Goodman Ace ad writear and Fred Affen ad frequentd
quest fogeihen with Meredith Wilson as musical dimecior, The show died
ajften two seasons. "Bold Ventfure™ with Bogant and Bacalf was noil muck
Luckier nor was NBC's comedy "Ma, £ Mas, Blandings" despite the talent
of fuminandies as Cany Grant, Beisy Drake, Gale Goadon and Sheldon Leonand.

2z
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the station and they'd turn themn down.”
He was more than happy to show Macy
his own materials and tell her of the
thousands of acetate discs.

She began talking to other station old-
timers, and, In the summer of 1980,
malm~rl-=d to Columbia and enrolled in
the Oral History Program. Louls Starr,
the head of the program, “realized that
this was amazing. He let me be one of
w0 un uates in the program, The
deal was the Oral History Program
would get the WOR material.

“Itald Starr that I felt | was the wrong
person to be doing this. [ was totally
inexperienced. He sald to me, °If any of
us ever warried about our own limita-
tions, none of us would ever have done
what we've done with the 1:|r::.|('§:',~l;;'l:,1 Lt
was a Thursday, and he said, back
Tuesday and we'll devise a grant
proposal.’ That Sunday he died of a
heart attack. 50 I didn't get a grant, but
I never forgot what he said.”

It was through Jack Poppele that
Macy got an in, finally, at WOR, and the
discs began to be listened fo. Poppele,
B8, is father of the station and
something of a legend in broadcasting,
One day in January 1922 he walked into
Hamberger's in Newark and found that
they were thinking of setting up a tem-
potary broadcasting station in the radia
department to premete sales. An
engincer was m£d. and Poppele, who
had been a wireless operator in the navy,
was hired on the spot. In a month, the
station was on the alr, broadcasting with
2 250-watt transmitter a record of Al
Jolson singing "April Showers.”

A year later, a8 the store’s man-
sgers prepared to close the station
down, Poppele pleaded with them. “I
#hink broadcasting is going to be a big
m=Sem.” he sald, clting the number of
e seis the store sold, The ex-
ssmstwes rudpingly agreed to let WOR

€ cont. Sram p3. 20)
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live, and by the end of the next decade it
was the flagship of a national
and the biggest money-maker in radio. It
still Is. i i

“Poppele ls magical,” =ays Macy.
“He's one of those people who are in
love with broadcasting. He taught
himself everything. His love for radio
and his brilliance come through when
you talk 1o him.” In 1935, his imvention
of a long-range directional antenna
transformed the industry, allowing
WOR to send out a signal reaching up
and down the coast as far a2 Florida and
Mova Scotia,

When Macy first told Poppele what
she was doing, she remembers, “he sald,
“‘Maybe | could talk 1o someons on the
board of directors about this." I did four
interviews with him. After the last one, [
asked if he had talked 1o the board. He
said, ‘I don’t know, | wanted to see if you
were really serious” I blew up, [ said,
‘How can you let this all go to waste?

Something must be done with it all.” And
he replied, “That's what 1 wanted to
hear.” He got on the phone right then to
Pat Winkler, a member of the board.”
Winkler went o Rick Devlin, the sta-
tion's general manager, and Macy soon
had a job. The official excavation of
WOR's msl was under way.

For the last few months she and
several other staffers have been prepar-
ing an illustrated history of the station,
soom to be published by WOR and sold
over the air; compiling a week’s worth of
historical programming, to be aired all
day and evening February 22 through 28;
and cataloguing tapes of the old discs,

They have listensd to Hit Thar Ball,
with 5tan Lomax, 0 We Wamt o
Touchdown, with Red Barber, to Vics
Tele-Test, to the Uncle Do kiddie show,
“That famous incident with Uncle Don
didn't happen,” Macy says, referring 1o
the legendary occasion on which, lhfnk-
ing the mikes were off, he is supposed to

- —— -

-
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have said something like “That should
take care of the little bastards,’”

People did hear some odd things on
the station. One forties show begins with
an exaggerated noise of crickets—it i
WOR Summer Theater, with “shows sug-
gested or written by the boys and girls of
the WOR staff. Tonight, it"s The Mysl:g
of the Perfect Throw From Left Flel
and the Conga Dancer's Aunt'”™ On
another, the lovely sefiorita encountersd
by the Cisco Kid sounds remarkably like
Gracie Allen. You know he is kissing hFr
when you hear the harp arpcggio
followed by a high-pitched sigh. And In
1947, it took Kate Smith three solid
whacks againsi the bumper with a cham-
P bottle to christen the station's first
maobile broadeasting unil.

The most glorious moment in WOR's
history was In 1933, when It inaugurated
the 50,000-watt directional antenna,
making it by far the strongest station in
the country. Ethel Merman, Bert Lahr,
Milton Berle, Fiorello La Guardia, and a
host of other stars, politicians, and

show done a1 Carnegie Hall, from which
a live anniversary show will also be
broadcast this February 28

After the opening musical fanfare, an
announcement wos made: “And now,
with the passing of 5000 watts, we
presénl 10 you our new 50,000-watt
teansmitter.” There folbowed  twenty
seconds of dead silence. One imagines
thousands of people waiting by their seis
i hear the blg New York station they
could never before pull in. .

Finally, President Roosevelt, in the
White House, Micked the switch. The
new era began with a full orchestra and
chorus, live from Carnegie. performing
the national anthem. “It must have been
extraordinary.” says Marianne Macy. “It
must have been so beautiful when they

e

did this.” -

dignitaries were on hand for the gala |°
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COMPILED BY K.M. RENALDO

The Association of Reconded Sound Collecfions [ARSC) wiff hold its
16th annual conference at Syracuse Unives i 20-73, 1987, The
opending sessdion on May 204h wifl be an £ d One Hi4£0&¥ paogaam
with five of the ondiginaf foundens. -

In the four day confexence Thene will be sedsions on musical com-
posens, cylinder recondings, Standands for Lewing, and even
one on restoning sound on neconds. A of i id L0 £
Lab at Syracuse Univensify wilf afso be fmclu

Registeation fee is $20; £ th §
negisination. informat x Bergman, ARSC,
18 Thompson 5&., New Yonk, N.¥. al 4 . For info on Sy-
racuse, contacd William Stoam, Audio Archives § Biad Library, Syracuse
Univensity, Syracuse, N.Y¥Y. 13E70. J :

Sim
-

A New York Times anticle of £ast Octoben contains an inferview
wiith Parken Fennefly cefebrating his 90ih binthday at Pechsh{EL, N.V,
Remembered by OTR fans as the vodice of Titus Moody in the Fred Allen
program, and fLater as the distinctive spokesman on the Pepperndidge Farm
TV commencials, Fenneffy's now as ofd as The charactens he played afl
hi& Lifz." "1 was boan ofd," he chuckfed,"and T played ofd pants alf
the fime.

® F ® B F B B F ¥ F ¥ ¥

From the Novemben 1981 Lssue of "STAMP WORLD" comes fhe siory of
Captain Tim Healy, Tveany Scap, and colfeciing stamps. T2 stfanted in
1933 with ad man Poun Storer whose New York City f4iam had the Procten £
Gamble account. Sioren came upon Healy, an Thishman by biath and an
Australian/New Zealander by nesidence, who had a miflion stonies about
stamps, Seon the "Ivoay Stamp CLub of the Ada" was being broadeast
with Healy felfing fascinating stonies about stamps and then inviting

oungstens to send in a dime and 2 Ivory soap wrapperns for a siamp al-
um that would hofd 130 sfamps grom all oven the wonld.

I1f was a gheat message, and populfan with parents and teachens foo:
keep elean and siudy gecgaaphy and histony through siamps. 1In 1934
Captain Tim was offering a puckagz of different foredgn sfamps for jusl
ene ITvory waapper and 4 cents, he ovenaff nesponse was inchedible; by
1935 NBC had fogged oven E50,000 kids sending in for fthe afbum anrd over
? miflion had foined the club., In Eant at one time they wene sending
out 40 many siamps, the Langestf whofesalens had froubfe suppying them
with enocugh stamps to §iLEL the nequested pachets. One of thedin majon
suppliens, Henay Haaris, ghew 40 Large ad a direcd resufd of thedix
business that he Laten became the owner of the Langest distrnibutonship
on the Easi Coasit, Harris & Company of Boston,
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Be sure to use your

MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

S0 THAT WE MAY EER?E ¥YoU BETTER WHEN Yﬂﬂ WRITE TO AHT HEHEEH

OF OUR HTEFF, WHEN ORDERING FROM ONE OF THE NARA LIERERIES,
AND WHEN RENEWING YOUR MEMEERSHIF.

Check your address on this magazine, It will remind you of
your membership number and the month in which you renew.

t***ﬁ**t***t*t*#***t*i*************i*t**

Shhh! Let us tell you about the best
kept secret in fandom., The WORLD OF
YESTERDAY, a magazine devoted to
filme, radio,TV, plus discographies,
filmographies,photos,classifieds,etc,
Send $2,00 for Bampla or SASE for
back igsueli list., The World of
Yesterday, Rt. 3 Box 263N,
Waynesville, NC 28786.
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The Waséinglon Post

Obituaries

Sunday, March 28, 1982

mangled common expressions, pep-

pering her converssfion with such

inga as “Up at the crank of dawm®
l.nd%’urmdinﬂiﬂ;ﬂit‘

Milton* Berle in 1952 With Mr.

NARA NOTE: The foffowing anticlfe appeated in "Grapevine", a magazine
by and for members of the Socdety of Foamer Agents of the FBI.

Gropeving—February 1982

Cochran Recalls Towa Days When
He and Reagan Were in Radio

Boca Raton ]'LA_F:M Was Top-Rated News Anchorman

on Columbia

If you were a weather fugitive
from the north this Winter and at.
tended & meeting or two of the many
Bociely chapters in  Florida, the
chances are that you met some of the
former northern X-Agent important
people who now populate the Sun-
shine State.

One of them, if you visited the Boea
Raton Chapter, was possibly Ronald
¥. Cochran (1942-44), who for many
years was the most listehed-to TV
news anchorman in New York City
on the CBS Channel 2. As many as
21 million people & week hehrd
Ron's nightly newscasts directly pre-
ceding the national network report of
Walter Cropkite.

Now &5, Ron remembers his early
days in radio when he got his first job
at 21 a3 & newscaster and reporter
on WHEF at Rock Island, Illinois.
From thers he went to the Des Moines
Register Tribune station whers an.
other guy named Ron (Reagan) was

broadeasting sports on & competing
station,

It was only a casual scquaintance
bat in early 1980 when Reagan waa
running for President, Cochran did
an article on h“nd I:h,’ early dlﬂr:uh
ml.dtnth? an mowve to =
wood, He'd called Resgsn's old stu-
dip publicity man wha in turn eon-

tacted n. e

elevision Channel in New York City

Cochran had just finished loading
his dishwasher one day in May 1980

ally phoned him. “We chatied for 46
minates about the old days in Des
Maines and the time he broke into the

Ft. Lsuderdale HNews Fhote
L d

moviea and why it happened,” recalls
Cochran, “In the end [ mentioned he
was talking so fast I couldnt take
notes. He told me: ‘Aw, never mind,
I =nd you a letter.’ He did, too,”
Cochran said. He still hlzgu single-

to Washington where he was in a
atrateghe apot to move into television,
He transferred to New York in 1555
and landed the anchorman news broad-
casts that brought him soch high
if ha to attend a 1

So if you happen nd a Jun-
cheon meeting of the Boea Ratom
Chapter this Winter, the chances are
you might well be sitting next to the
man who 25 years ago was the top-
rated mews enchorman in the country.
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i From The Editor’s Desk...

50 here we go again fon oun sfightly-xeduced—in—size NARA NEWS,
We've had a jew squawks faem ocur aeaders buf aff reafize Ii*t this ia
the way 4£4's gonna be untif our financial pictune improved. In a way
i1 makes i1 tougher on your edifon becaude he's got fo be more sel-
ective in usding these 7§ pages.

Your edifon aecently finished playing Lthe nofe of "Caalino” in a
community theater production of "Waditf Untif Dank." After sevenaraf ne-
hearsals it stnuck this of' OTR buff that the play secndipt nead very
much £ike a radic daama, nhizsly because fthe centraf characiern in the
drama L4 a bLind housewife. t any nate, aften we'd done seven regulan
shows, we modified the scaipi even &0 slighily and invited a blind
audience! We had afse added a naaraton 1o explain those few bits of
action which the scaipt did not handfe. [+ worked peagectlfy and ev-
eny blind penson in the audience thoroughly enfoyed Lit. 5 :

In this issue we sadly nepont the death of Geodman Ace, beloved
nadio pexformen and whifer in several fiefds of enteatainment. Too
OTR fans, of counse, he wilf nevern be forgoiien for his "Easy Aces.”
He and wife Jane were the answer Lo quesiion 9 in Lfhe O0TR Quiz on
page 36 of fthe Summen "81 issue of NARA NEWS, Vol IX, No. £

I£'s paobably not a good idea fo bury an imporiant announcemént
Like this in the middle of editoniaf nambfings but fon afl contribu-
torns, negulfars, and officens, your submission o fhe next NARA NEWS
sdhould neach oun Vinginia offices by June 15ih nexi. That meansd boih
Tape Librarians and our President Ln particufan. Tie a sirning around
youn respective fypewniters so0 you won't forget this fime.

Our cover has been modified again; this time ever so0 slightly.
We hope Zo heep improving things, especially ounr graphics on the cov-
er 40 if you have any suggestions, we'll be glad fo Lisien.

From Gene Lardon, our aatist exiracondinalire, comes a4 xenox of an
anticle appeaning in the Hareh 1977 issue of DB Magazine entitled:
"For a Pime and a Boxiep.™ Ti4's a three-pagea aboud xadio premiums
and we'ff tay Lo get i (or a $aad sdynopsis] in the next {ssue.

I£'s a wonderful piece and you'ne going 2o Love it. The arnticle dis-
cusses Lhe premiums of Jack Aamstrong, Tom Mix, Lititle Onphan Annie,
Captain Midnight, the Singing Lady and many more.

Welf, 1 see by the ol' cloek on the wall that it's time to say
good-bye, 40 until next time, don'i touch thait dial......



A TIP OF THE ATWATER DIAL TO.......

Tom Garcia of Tueson, Arizona for Chet Flippo's YOUR CHEATIN®* HEART:
A BIOGRATHY OF HANK WILLIAMS (E-256)

Tom Price of Salinss, California for donstlon of his coumplete logs
of Flbbter McGee and Molly programs

Les Waffen of the National Archives for his announcement of the
annual ARSC conventlon

Mrs. Spencer Tremont of Troy, New York for creating the redio
Jingle quiz in thie is=ue

Jerry Nadel of Albany, New York for OTR clippings &nd article re-
prints from selected perlodlcals

Cecilla French of Fairfax, Wirginia for sssistance in typing ocut
the paste-ups for thls issue

Richard Odlin of Tacoma, Washington for the newspaper clipping on
Fibber McGee today

Cherles Crdowskl of Livonia, Michigan for warlous clippings

K.M. Renalde of Burke, Virginia for compiling and re-writing our
Redic News & Notes

John Hieminskl #nd the Sclolist Prese of Chicago, Illinois for
permission to reprint the Sherlock Holmes artiele snd the
agecmpenylng llluetratlions

Steve Ham of Fremont, California for Anthony Constable's EARLY
WIRELESS (B-257) :

ANSWERS TO RADIO JINGLES QUIZ: 1) Bayleneam?) Miffen Been 3| Chicken
of the Sea 4] Shredded Rafston 5) Creamo Cigan 6] Pepsdi Cola

7] Baxbasof &) Wheaties 9) Rinso White 10) Household Finance Corp

11) Budweiser Beer 17) Wild Roof Cream 04 13) Fond 14) Halo 15) 0&d
Spice 167 Concetina Tomaio Paste 17) Chestenfiefds 18] Nescaffee

19) Pepsi Cola [yes, again) 20) Pepsodent Teoih Paste

.- COMING IN FUTURE ISSUES ......perhaps even the next imsuews# i
More great artleles end plctures from the OTR past®éstépnother |
plece on the redlo Sherlock Holwmes and recollectlons of the fe-
male writer who originated the serlieg##®#(bituarles and short
blographies on CTR's great and near-great®*###Tme tales & tlme-
ly tidbite by talented, tactful and tenfclous tillera of type#s®
##dhn article on the radle ratings with our old favorites, you
know "em, Hooper and Cromsley####Challenging radio quizes and
riddles to teet your thinkil gAp and memory¥#E#p reprint
on OTR premiupe®###411 this end more, 1n 28 pageg#®#




