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Fanny Brice entered radia in the early 1930's and became
popular as “Baby Snooks.” Comsidered one of the great
comediennes of her day, Miss Brice started her career as a
song sheet illustrator. Later she was hired by George M.
Cohan and Sam H. Harris as a singer ond dancer. When
she was she was engaged by Florenz Ziegfeld
for his “Follies,” in which she achieved stardom singing
“My Mon.” As “Snooks” on the radio Fanny Brice sorely
tried the potience of her long-suffering Daddy, played for
many years by Honley Stafford.
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THE OLD TIME RADIO CLUB
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

New member processing-$2.50 plus
club donations of $17.50 per
year from Jan. 1 - Dec. 31
Members recieve a tape listing,

library 1ist, monthly newsletter,
theﬂlllustrated Press, the yearly

Memories publication and various
special items. Additional family
members living in the same
household as a regular member
may join the club for a $5.00
donation per year. These members
have all the priviliges of
regular members but do not
recieve the publications. A - .
junior membership is available
to persons 15 years of age or
younger vho do not 1livs with

a regular member. This member-
ship is a $13.00 donation per
year and includes all the
benefits of regular membership.
Regular membership donations

are as followsy If you join

in Jan.-Mar. $17.50--Apr. -
June $14.00--July-Sept. $10.00
Oct.-Dec. $7.00. All renewals
are due by Jan. 2. Your renewal
should be sent in as soon as
possible to avoid missing
issues. Please be sure to

notify us if you change your
address.

OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIPS are now
available. Annual donations are
$29.75. Publications will be
airmailed. .

The J1d Time Radio Club meets
the first Monday of every month.

from Aug.- June at 393 George

Urban Blvd., Cheektowaga, N.Y.
Anyone interested in the

"Golden Age of Radio" is welcome.

Meetings start at 7.30 P.M.

dRk kR kR AR R RA R AR AR AR AR R Ak kA kAR AR *

Club Address

222222222 2222222222222 32 222222243
01d Time Radio Club

P. 0. Box 426

Lancaster, N. Y. 14086

Club Officers

IS 2222222033222 22222222222

President - Jerry Collins
56 Christen Ct.
Lancaster, N. Y. 14086
(716) 683-6199

Vice-President & Canadian Branch
Richard Simpson
960-16 Rd. R. R. 3
Fenwick, Ontario
10s 1C0

Treasurer & Video & Records
Dominic Parisi
38 Ardmore P1.
Buffalo, N. Y. 14213
(716) 884-2004

Illustrated Press
Dan Marafino
19 Church St.
Lancaster, N. Y. 14086
(716) 684-0733

Reference Library
Ed Wanat
393 George Urban Blvd.
Cheektowaga, N.Y. 14225

Membership Renewals, Change of
Address, Mailing of Publications
Pete Bellanca
1620 Ferry Rd.
Grand Island, N.Y. 14072
-(716)-773<2485- :

Membership Inquiries
Richard Olday
100 Harvey Dr.
Lancaster, N.Y. 14086
(716) 684-1604

Tape Libraries
LA AR A A A R d Rl T et el resseessy

Cassettes

Jim April

85 Hyledge Dr.
Amherst, N.Y. 14226
(716) 837-7747

Reel to Reel 1-600
Bill Weber
226 Harding Rd.
Williamsville, N.Y. 14221
(716) 634-7021

Reel to Reel 601 & up
Tom Harris
9565 Wehrle Dr.
Clarence, N.Y. 14031
(716) 759-8401
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I.P. Editorial

A few meetings ago, a news item
was read to the members of the OTRC
about one organization (no names please)
wanting to start a common newsletter
encompassing all OTR club newsletters.
The idea seemed sound, and since that
time there have been issues put out.
Very good issues too, I might add. Well
what do you say we take this sharing idea
one step further? As long as we're on the
subject of having all clubs share in a
newsletter, why don't we share a common
tape library.

A master listing could be prepared
ard distributed to the various clubs,
and only clubs would have the ability
yo “"tap in" to the master library, NOT
individuals.

I bring this idea up because of
the lack of availability of "new',or
hard to find shows, unless of course
you want to spend your money at the
dealers. Don't read into this, I have
NO quarrel with the dealers and I want
it to stay that way.

When one first enters this 'hobby',
he/she usually gets a start by trading
with one or more collectors. This idea
of a master library could work the same
way.

I'm not going to go to deep into
this now, rather just throw it out and
see what kind of reply(s) I get. It
definitely needs much more thought and
that's where all of you come in. I
invite all clubs to contact me on this
idea with any suggestions you may have
and let's see what we can do. If this
does'nt start your juices flowing, then
I don't know what will.

D.J. Marafino
Editor

A few notes about this issue

A féw of our regular staff writers don't
have their columns in this issue, as you'
probably have noticed. Fellas, if I don't
get the material, I can't print it. Like
it says on page 15, deadline is the 10th
of the month. We WILL be back to normal
come October.

While we're on the subject of October,
and we all know what happens in that month,
our master writer of the macabre, is
preparing a story of terror and horror so
terrible, I cringe at the thought of it.
Bob Davis guarantees this one.

Tk Ak kA A kR Rk ok ko bk kk ok r kA r kA A A A hkokok

We haven't been recieving any letters
from you people, so we'll go ahead under
the assumption that you're all very happy
with what you're getting.

Now really, you're not completely

satisfied,are vou? You know our address.
AAKAER AR KT kA bRk kA kr kA XXX XA AR hhhdh Xk
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Tohe
Caggette
Fibrarp

Jim Aprile

fis announced in a preavious issus of the
Mustrated Press, Dan Marafino has
decided to step down as Cassette
Librarian and concentrate his efforts on
his duties as editor. | feel that he should
ba commended for his performance in this
Job. Dne of his major goals as Librarian
was to increase the number of cassettes
available in the OTR library. His success in
fulFilling this goal will be readily apparent
when our new cassette catalog is finally

completed.
My primary | ] [ ] l » g
goal, at | [ | B
this point,

will be to improve the quality of the
cassettes we already have in our library.
The first step uill be the identificatior of !
those cassettes with unacceptable sound
guality. | suppose that this step is one
that can never be fully completed. but |
should azlways be in process so the quality .
of the library will be maintained. This
activity should be one of the basic
responsibilities not only of the cassette
librarian, but of every responsible 01d Tine|
Radio Club Member. In the short time that ||
have been connected with the library |
have heard and seen evidence that this
feeling is shared by many “old time" radio
enthusiasts. It was in fact demonstrated
by my very first contact, as librarian,
with a member (Ron Savles). Durina an
exchange of tapes he noticed that the
cassette boxes were "rather beat” and
replaced them with new Morelco boxes. This
is the type of cooperation that keeps a !
club of this kind in a healthy, happy state'
of being. ! LOOK FORWARD TO FURTHER ,
CONTACTS OF THIS NATURE. i
| need your input!

If vou believe a
cassette is faulty let
me know! If you have

a suggestion you feel
will help the quality of
the library, please don't
hesitate to send it to
me! | have inventoried the cassette
ibrary and it appeatrs that there are a
number of tapes currently listed in our
old catalog that have been uwithdrawn over
the years bczause of poor quality. .

i

R

M Jist them in |
the cassette
librar:y zolumn
next month.

Ja

-~
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The Knack

Every once-in-a-while there will
show up on our radio schedules one
of those now rare birds - a new
radio production. We all tune in
with great expectations but usually
are disappointed within a few short
minutes.

Even with all the high-tech
improvements that radio has made
over the years one thing appears to
have disappeared, never to return.

The best name we can put on it
is "The Knack”, the know how to do
a show that gets you totally involved
and makes you forget that you are
listening to the radio.

Radio in the 30's, 40's, and 50's
had that knack, Those old-time radio
shows, even thosd with limited bud-
jets, were able to get you involved
and whisk you away until you were
mentally an active observer to what
was happening in the story.

The dawning of the 60's tolled
the death knell for these creative
geniuses that had done their work
with such ease,..and when they left
they took their secrets with them.

Today's radio shows are missing
that knack. Rarely are you drawn
into a story and never to the extent
that the old-timers did,

Listen to a story of recent vin-
tage and then one from years ago.
The new one will have great sound,
fantastic sound F/X, very good act-
ing, and outstanding production
values.,.but will leave you cold.

You might equate it with two cooks
making the same recelpe. One using
a cookbook and following each step
exactly, the other just knowing how
it's done and doing it.

Both meals will be the same but
the one out of a book will be missing
that certain something that separates
good from great.

This is the differeace between
having the knack and not having it.
OTR had it!
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Process revives
tapes for transfer
to compact discs

By Hans Fantel
© New York Times Service

To the delight of serious collec-
tors, older recordings of outstanding
musical merit are constantly being
reissued on CD. Yet the process of
transfer to the new digital format
led to a sad discovery. Many price-
less master tapes of yesteryear had
deteriorated, seemingly beyond hope
of restoration.

When fetched from their storage
vaults after 30 or 40 years, the tapes
containing the original recording
proved no longer playable.

Unless a mint-condition LP press-
ing could be found, no satisfactory
transfer to CD could be accom-
plished, and in all too many cases,
the musical legacy of an incompara-
ble artist seemed forever lost.

The tapes so fatally affected
stemmed mostly from the early pe-
riod of tape recording — the years
after World War II.

After its initial development as a
part of German chemical research
in the 1930s, magnetic tape was
quickly adopted as the preferred re-
cording medium by record compa-
nies throughout the world.

By 1950, it had replaced the old
wax or acetate platter in almost ev-
er¥!studio.

owever, nobody realized that the
tapes of that era were chemically
unstable and thus vulnerable to the
passage of time.

The adh binding the mag]
ic particles to the plastic backing
slowly leached out in the intervening
decades, leaving the magnetic layer
brittle and faky.

Such tapes would instantly self-
destruct when engineers tried to
copy them onto CDs. The k d

moribund tapes has been discovered.
Agfa Corp., one of the leading manu-
facturers of professional regording
tape, developeda Erocess that brings
defunct tapes back to life for a short
time — a single hour.

After that, the tape reverts to its
former state of dilapidation. Yet
during that single hour of resurrec-
tion, the musical content of the tape
can be rescued and recaptured in
digital form.

Agfa explains that the brief reju-
venation involves baking and subse-
quently cooling the old tape under
carefully controlled conditions.

The object is to melt those clotted
and hardened adhesives so they flow
freely to redistribute themselves
evenly along the tape surface and
once again bind the magnetic parti-
cles firmly enough to prevent any
shedding during replay.

The main trick is to do this without
displacing the tiny magnetic parti-
cles from their exact positions,
which represent the shape of the
sound waves. Just how this is done
Agfa won't tell, but the process+has
been made available as a custom
service to record companies as well
as to the archivists of broadcasting
organizations.

The process was developed jointly
at Agfa research laboratories in Mu-
nich, Germany, and in the United
States and has proven both rellable
and effective. .

“We haven't yet met a tape we
couldn’t restore,” says John Matar-

azzo, technical manager at AF“ )
1

U.S. headquarters in Ridge:
Park, N.J.
At this point, nobody can tell what
nuggets of the musical geast, former-
i i might be reclaimed

eld

magnetic garﬁcles would come off,
clogging the playback head of the
tape recorder while leaving the tape
itself stripped of the music. As a
result, many traosfer projects had to
be abandoned.

But a way to rejuvenate these

gh
for contemporary listeners by the
new method. But in all likelihood,
listeners have a treat in store.

As WH. Auden put it, “For many
of us, some of our most important
‘new’ experiences are discoveries
about the hitherto unknown past.”

T e >
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Atwater Kent display. Photographed
ar Museum of Wonderful Wireless.

Atwater Kent, model 32, AC, TRF, metal cabinet. Photographed
at Western Heritage Museum.
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It’s new! It's startling! It’s better!

Fada Harmonated Reception is as much
better than ordinary radio as the electric
lighe is better than the oil Jampl

For the first time every feature of both
recciver and speaker have been tharoughly
co-ordinated and protected.

. Ask the Fada Dealer for a demonstration
and hear complers reception for the firse
time. It's unbelicvably good.
Fada Neatradyne Recesvers_toble and furniture models
—8. 8 and 3 tube—rangsng from §83 to $400. Fada
Cons Speater—Table typs $39. Pedestal Fisor type 350
Siad fur Sucklet "D md e of the meavest Foda dealen
ooy - F. A. D. ANDREA, INC,.
D STUFF! 1581 Jerome Avenue, New York

Hasafusares of TUNED RADIO FEEQUENCY Reunen
asing the bybis efbtions NEUTRODY N8 proscrsie

I I
GOD

Sl e Lt 0 Grained!
Nervous and Jerky!

Fada Neutrolette advertisement, ca. 1927. Courlesy of Prairie
Farmer.
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NOT EVERYBODY LOVES A MYSTERY

It's a funny thing but those
of us who are into OTR collecting
and trading all seem to assume
that EVERYONE remembers and loves
OTR just as we do.

Well, it ain't so!

On a recent stay in a hospital
I was talking to my "roomie" and
the subject of old radio programs
came up (My, what a surprize!),

The guy I was talking with was old
enough to have lived through the
"Golden Years" of radioc but they
obviously did not affect him as
they've done us.

He remembered listening to Fred
Allen but "Didn't like him at all!".
As for Jack Benny - ''He was OK but
he was better on tv where you could
see him!",

Many others he didn't, or chose
not to, remember at all, The only
two that he did seem to recall with
any affection were "The Shadow” and
"The Lone Ranger" (Isn't that ALWAYS
the case?).

About these shows - he remembered
the main characters and that he used
to listen to them a lot... but could
not bring to mind any particular
episcde or happening - just general
things.,

So there I was, with many hours
of "witty"” anecdotes and remember-
ances about shows that this guy
couldn't care less about, It was a
strange feeling to me because usually
everyone I run across, in a certain
age group, remembers OTR and say
something like ''Yeah, I still remem-
ber sitting around that big old radio
we had back then and listening to
"our stories", The whole family would
be there,”

TheVthese old-timers will say
"I'1l bet I remember an old show that
you don't. We never missed it, Did ya
ever hear of Sergeant Preston of the
Yukon?"

Now..., isn't that the kind of
response you'd expect? Sure it is,
and it's the one you've gotten for
years - me too - until this guy!

This reaction, or non-reaction,
got me thinking. If someone were
as deeply into growing flowers as
we are into OTR then wouldn't them
talking flowers to us be a total
turn-off and be greeted with a
cool reception from us? I guess
it's the same thing but seen from
a different angle.

Not everybody remembers OTR.
Not everybody loves OTR. There are
people that don't even like OTR!

AND, if you cannot believe that
then let me tell you about this
new strain of Gladiolas that I'm
trying to grow......

Enough said?7??

Jedchdededdoidetriniioidoddeirit oo ok dedok dede ik
THE 1.P.'s TOP 10 REASONS TO HAVE

A TOP 10 LIST.
(With apologies to Letterman.)

10,.Gotta fill this space with
something!
9..Thought it might be funny!
8,.It was this or reprints of
the Nick Carter stories!
7..The Editors wanted to do it!
6,.Nobody else in the OTR field
does it!
5..It's our way of expressing
ourselves!
4,.By popular demand??7227727?
3..Couldn't think of anything
else to write!
2..Because it's a contest between
Dan & Jim who will run dry
first, (We've got a 25¢ bet)
And, the number one reason why we
now have a Top 10 list,....
1,.Why not?

Fedededrod e dedriil sl drdedeaiedede v sk fe et st deole e
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AUDIO BOOKS,,WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT
PART 2

Audio books are made up in
various ways, Here are some of
those ways....

DRAMATIC READINGS..These are recor-
dings of a story narrated by one
person who uses his/her dramatic
talents to convey the tale without

the use of sound effects or music,

At first thought these stories
might appear to be the least wanted
but the opposite is often the case.
Most readers do an excellent job.
They use voice inflection and act-
ing ability to get the story across,
Many of them are clever enough to
change their voices to fit the
character that is speaking.

After a very short time one for-
gets that they are hearing a reading
and feels that there is a full cast
performing for them.

As you get more into audio books
you will get to recognize the name
of these talented people. There are
a lot of them,

DRAMATIZATIONS..These recordings
sound just like radio shows, There
is a full crew of actors doing the
story and, in these cases, music
and sound effects are also evident,
sometimes very much so.

The productions are usually
extremely well done and in stereo
sound which adds much to the over-
all enjoyment of the story.

FULL PRODUCTIONS..There are some
audio books that almost boggle the
mind in the way they are produced,
Much money goes into these tapes
and it is evident by the big-name
stars, excellent original music,
high grade sound effects and the
sound of overall superior quality.
The production values are so high
that the story content almost

becomes secondary. When the story
is also great you have an audio
book that cannot be beat!

HYBRIDS..These are mixtures of
dramatizations and dramatic read-
ings, with a touch of full produc-
tions thrown in for good measure.

The "Star Trek" audio novels
are a good example. George Takel
narrates the tales and assumes the
voices of the characters, but when
Spock appears Leonard Nimoy acts
the role, It's a strange mix but
works wonderfully.

Add to this a musical soundtrack

-and sound effects and you have an

effective presentation. On some of
the Trek stories James Doochan does
the narrative, Hybrids use the
voices of a few to create the
illusion of a large cast.

FLAT READINGS..Fortunately these
are rapidly becoming a thing of

the past. They consist of someone
unemotionally reading into a mike
with little or no inflection in
their voice and no attempt to alter
the voice to fit the character.

In the past this was the kind
of work done when making audio
books for the sight impaired and
is, sadly, the reputation that the
modern-day audio books carry with
them.

Flat readings will soon be
history, especially now that more
and more companies are getting
into the field. Things are very
competitive and the companies are
going for products that are lively,
inventive, entertaining, and most
of all...saleable!

The listener comes out the big
winner on this deal. Hey, score
one for us!

What new innovation do they have
coming up? I don't know, but I'm
looking forward to finding out!
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FOR _THE YOUNG - AT - HEART

If you were a kid during OTR's
"Golden Era" you had it better
than you knew. Never in history
was there so much entertainment
designed just for you,

Here are a few brief comments
about some of those shows that
made you rush home from school
and sit glued in front of the
radio.

SUPERMAN, ,..The fastest, strongest,
most everything man in the world.
If it weren't for that darmed
Kryptonite, he would have been
unbeatable! And, he could fly!

SKY KING,..0ld West villains in a
modern West setting. He could also
fly..but needed an airplane.

BUSTER BROWN...A variety show for
kids that had it all, adventure,
comedy, funny animals, and Froggy,
the Gremlin!

ROY ROGERS...No question about it,
he was "The King of the Cowboys"!

BIG JON & SPARKIE...A small-time
show, done so well that it made
it big! The precursor of "Alvin
and the Chipmunks",

GENE AUTRY...Lotsa action and good
adventure. His show would've been
perfect if only someone had hid
his guitar and made him stop with
the singing!!

TERRY & THE PIRATES...Just your
average youngster in the Orient,
getting involved with air-battles,
sinister villains, a Dragon Lady,
and your basic life-or-death sit-
uations. We loved it!

LET'S PRETEND.,.For the very, very

young., A kid's primer for the other
shows they would grow into as they

grew older. Charming to a fault!

LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE,..How could one
little girl and her dog get into so
much trduble?

A catchy theme song AND don't
forget her Ovaltine Shake-Up Mug!

TARZAN...Truly, the lord of the
jungle, A fairly one-dimensional
character that captured every kid's
imagination.

How could you not swing from a
rope (vine) and not (at least in
your mind) give out with a Tarzan
yell?

DICK TRACY...Using modern police
methods, he fought crime and evil-
doers like Gruesome and Flat-Top.
Funny, he'd send them to jail but
they'd be back a few shows later
to cause trouble again. You can't
keep a good crime-king down!!!

CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT...Mysterious man
of action and adventure that always
encountered the nastiest villains
in the world! He also had an
Ovaltine Shake-Up Mug!

STRAIGHT ARROW...An un-superhero in
the 0ld West, Gee, he even had a
secret identity, I hope The Lone
Ranger and Zorro never heard about
this guy!

ARCHIE ANDREWS...You'd read his
comics, listen to his radio show,
and realize you had a friend like
Jughead,,.and wish you had friends
like Betty and Veronica!!!

Puberty finally strikes!

TOM MIX...He fought the best of the
worst the Wild West had to offer.
Tom also had the neatest radio
premiums of anyone, They made us
aware of Checkerboard Square,

There were many more and each had
the ability to expand a child's
small world into something full of
adventure and wonder! We miss 'em.
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In the old days it was easy to tell the good guys from the bad guys. The
airwaves were filled with their adventures which were aimed at the young
and the young-at-heart.

The names to look for are listed. The parts in parenthesis () are not
listed, They may be hidden horizontally, vertically, diagonally, or even
backwards. One example is given in the grid..... Have fun.

FOR THE YOUNG-AT-HEART

S|A[zZIE[E[T[K| Y[ R[Rlo|W

TIK|R|O|A|5[B|N|s|B|olv

HIT]HIR|IP[B|P|G| u|RIE]S

G6|RIZ|IE|Q]|T|O]|E|PIM|P|W

{{A| D|BIR|IW|&IR|E|A|S|E

NIRIN|V|Z|c|T]A|IR]IDIY]R

DIBlEINIAILINIKIMlIcle{D

| ol T|H|! \J | Z|A| E|D|N

m| gl e] Alw|ETeNR| N| P|w|A

vl BlR{olY|N]| ThNwa[ o] 7[R

s|Tle|e|r| k[M|aPRIH] Al K

- [elcfcInTulzlsls[Nelel]

Green (Hornet) Tarzan Gene (Autry)
(Captain) Midnight sky (King) Tom (Mix)
(Straight) Arrow Roy (Rogers) (Let's) Pretend
Bobby (Benson) (Buster) Brown Speed (Gibson)
(Little Orphan) Annie (Dick) Tracy Uncle (Don)
(Big Jon &) Sparkie Hop (Harrigan) (Mark) Trail
(Archie) Andrews Superman

The answer to this puzzle will appear in next month's I.P.
Fedededededede e defedeededr deok Wk ded s e deie di st dedeiededel dolrieodedededdeirioirk dededk dok deleded detededoie ek e

Last month's answere.....

1&g
|

Fosarr =%
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HEARD A GOOD BOOK LATELY?

(O W

by BOB DAVIS

L‘i—/" © '-\4,

Twenty-six and one-half hours!!
That's how long the BOOKS ON TAPE
presentation of E.M. Nathanson's
"The Dirty Dozen" rums, and if you
think you know the story because
you've seen the movie - think again.
You know part of this blockbuster
tale of a deadly wartime mission and
the virulent group of men assembled
to carry it out.

This splendid audiobook tells you
about each member of this group and
the crimes that got them in military
prison in the first place.

It tells how Captain John Reisman
forms the group (although he doesn't
want the assignment) and tries to
shape these murderers, thieves, and
rapists into a fighting unit that
just might possibly accomplish their
deadly mission and still have a
chance to survive, even if that cha-
nce is a slim one!

26% hours is a long time and the
story does drag a bit in certain
areas, but the overall adventure is
so good that those brief slow spots
don't really matter much,

Narrated by Wolfram Kandinsky,
this excellent audiobook is complete
and unabridged, Every word in the
novel is in this presentation,

Don't turn this one down because
of it's length, It's habit-forming
and you'll be sad when it's over!

Another audiobook that runs for
hours and hours is BRILLIANCE CORP's
fine dramatization of Clive Cussler's
"Deep Six".

Everyone aboard a cruise ship is
missing, a ship is found at the bot-
tom of the ocean with a mysterious
cargo aboard, the President and his
top aides disappear from the highly
guarded Presidential yacht. Some'ow
these situations all tie together,
but how?

This 12 hour pregsentation is so
full of cold-war brinkmanship and
intrigue that a shorter rendition
would have been a dis-service to
it's telling.

It is well-written, well-acted,
and well-worth your time to listen
to "Deep Six".

One word about this story and
most others from BRILLIANCE. You
must have a stereo player to hear
it properly. Each channel of the
cassette(s) is used so you must have
controls for the volumes on both the
left and right tracks (or an adapter)
toherwise you'll hear two portions
of the story at once.

The toll-free numbers for order-
ing these titles are....
BOOKS ON TAPE INC,,..1-800-626-3333
BRILLIANCE CORP.....1-800-222-3225

The 01d Time Radio Club has been
getting requests to order many of
the audiobooks written about in this
column from the club's library. Due
to possible copyright problems the
club does not carry audiobooks even
though they would love to.

Audiobooks can be obtained by
rental or purchase from various rec-
ord stores or by using the toll-free
numbers.

Another source would be from your
local Public Library, Many times if
the library doesn't have the specific
title you're after they will order
it for you...and it's free!

Not all titles are available at
all libraries but hey, give it a try!
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Hey, What a Bargoon?2???

There are times when my brain
gets put on "hold” and I go by
nothing more than animal instinct.
When this happens strange or bad
things happen to me that, if I had
been thinking rationally, I could
have avoided.

Let me tell you about one of
these timesS.e.ee

Garbage tape is just that -
garbage! It doesn't matter if it's
low priced or high priced...trash
is trash, I know this and have
known it for years but I still go
on, looking for that miracle of
miracles, that gold at the end of
the rainbow - really good tape at
a better than bargain price. Like
I said, I know better but yet I
keep trying.

There they sat on the store's
shelf - a ten-pack of C-90 cass
ettes, looking to the world like
they were something fit for a
king, packaged in a box that would
make you proud to have it in your
home! The tape bore the name
R**T*N (you figure it out), a
company well-known in the audio
accessory field,

Hey, the price was right, it
looked good, the package was attr-
active, the manufacturer was well-
known, and there was a rebate that
went with it. How could I go wrong?

I found out!!!

Eagerly I bought two boxes of
the tapes and went home to test
them out and smirk about the good
deal I had stumbled across. 1 open-
ed the packaging and removed one
of the tapes.,.Awright!! They look-

ed great with their fancy gold labels

and the one I held in my hand even
said it was the "Gold Series"! This
must be top-of-the-line stuff!l!
Dream on!!!
I popped one into my cassette
recorder and hit the buttons to

start recording but the automatic
shutoff clicked and the machine
stopped. I tried again and the same
thing happened. At first I feared
that the recorder was acting up.
After trying two more times I re-
moved the tape and stuck a pencil
through it's take-up sprocket, try-
ing to wind the tape by hand, It
would not budge - not one lousy
inch!

Upon checking it out I found
that the tape on the pay-off side
was stuck together for about a
sixteenth of an inch of winding.

It was as if someone had glued it
together. That tape got trashed.

Now, before I go any farther, I
must state that everything I am
telling you here is absolutely true
because this is going to sound like
something I made up but 1 swear
this is gospel!

The next cassette ran fine., OK,
that first one must have been a dud,
It happens, I recorded a few minutes
and watched the meters peak properly
as the tape slid past the recording
heads, Terrific! Now we're cooking!

I rewound the tape to hear how
it had recorded and heard a faint
signal.,.and a whole lot of HISSSS.
The recorded signal was so low as
to not even move the meters! The
HISSSS was nice and loud though.

I tried another tape and this
one never even got into the tape
unit. The take-up reel on this one
HAD NO TEETH IN IT! Just a round
hole that couldn't work no matter
how hard you tried!

( continued on next page)
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( Bargoon - cont. )

Now I could go on and on about
all the problems I had with these
two packages of R¥**T*N tape but
it would take up this entire I.P.
so I'll briefly mention just a
few more....

Of the twenty cassettes that
were in these two packages 1
found.....

Three of them had the tape
twisted inside so the backing
faced the heads. They had to be
dismantled to straighten them out,

Two more had the first sixteenth
of an inch of wind glued together,

One more had sprocket problems.
Most of the teeth were there but
the HOLE WAS WAY OFF CENTER!!!
(Are we talking garbage tape or
what? But wait- There's more!)

The retaining guides built into
the case to hold the reels in place
were MISSING(!) on three more cass-
ettes. (Anyone keeping count?)

All the remaining tapes ran OK
BUT had that terrible signal-to-
noise ratio that made them next
to useless. One more thing - Of
the playable tapes EVERY ONE RAN
ABOUT FIVE MINUTES SHORT ON EACH
SIDE! They should have been listed
as C-80's.

You may wonder why I bothered
trying them all. Well, it got my
curiousity going. I had to see
just how bad this &*%#$Q@ stuff
could get,

This garbage was so blatently
outrageous that I started finding
a perverse humor in it all, There
was no way it could continue, but
it did, and did, and did!

Needless to say 90% of the
cassettes got thrown out. The rest
of them still might be.

I wrote a letter to the R¥W TN
(hope you've figured it out by now)
company telling them what happened
and what I thought of their tapes.

I told them that I wasn't after
my money back and didn't want them
to send me any replacement tapes
as I feared they'd be as bad as
the others, I just wanted rid of.
them.

Ya know, they never answered
my letter! Wonder why? ;
Weeks later I went into the
store again (the one where I had
bought those tapes) and spotted
a huge display of them...and now

the price was even lower. Leas
than 50¢ apiece... I wasn't even
tempted!

So far I have run across two
other people who have had the same
bad experience with this garbage
that I did. They too got sucked
in just 1like I did.

In a way it's kind of nice to
know that I wasn't the only onel!

A% A LAD [ SPENT HOURS
WITH MY RAHT EAR
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THE LOOK

Did you ever tell someone that
you collected old radio shows as
a hobby and have them give you a
look like they think it's interes-
ting BUT they think you are insane
for doing it?

After putting up with that look
for years 1've come to know it
pretty well and have only recently
realized that I am guilty of it
also,

Let me tell you about it.

I have a friend whose big joy
in life is listening to jazz music,
He tapes it from any possible
source and has built up quite a
sizeable and varied collection.
There's nothing wrong with that,
right? Right!

This very same guy also audio
tapes something else that really
makes me wonder about him!

He doesn't tape OTR shows, but
that's OK - not everyone apprecia-
tes it. He doesn't tape. pop music,
rock music, or even polka music,
Get ready for this... He is an
absolute fanatic about audio rec-
ording the soundtracks of tele-
vised professional wrestling
matches!!! All of 'em!!!

He catalogs them and cross-
index'es them, and has been doing
this for about ten years with no
indication of slackening off.

The descriptions of the action
and the color commentary are what
have "grabbed him", He lists the
arenas, dates, participants, and
the announcers names,

With just a brief glance at his
listings he can tell you the out-
come of an Andre, The Giant match
from ten years ago.

It was during my conversations
with him that I found myself giv-
ing him "the look"! Yeah, the same
look that I've been getting all
these years!

I've asked him why he doesn't
switch over to video tape so he can
re-watch the matches instead of
just listening to them and his ans-
wer was, "It's not the same thing!"

For the longest while I consid-
ered this as somewhat strange and
couldn't comprehend his reasoning
but, the more I think about it the
more I think I understand. He sim-
ply likes what he likes and he
likes listening to wrestling bouts.
Period!

So, who am I to say that he is
strange, or wrong, or even suggest
that he change his ways of enjoying
things?

I think we've all, over the
years, had people ask us why we
bother with "those old radio shows"
when there is plenty of entertain-
ment that is new and up-to-date,
Why bother with "that old stuff"?

One has to be involved with OTR
to understand the charm of it, If
one is not involved then no explan-
ation will ever get the message
through to them, How can you desc-
ribe to others an intangible thing
that, for you, strikes all the
right chords and hits all the right
buttons and brings pleasure to you?

I guess it's something like the
guy who sound records wrestling

matches!

; ’
Horry Von Zell as he oppeared about 1930. A veteran

, Von Zell grod d to acting roles on the
“Burns and Allen Show” and other programs.
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PACK ISSOES TAPE_LIBRARY RATES: All reels and video

I.P.*s and MEMORIES cassettes - $1.25 per month; cassettes

$1.50 ea. postpaid and records - $.50 per month, Postage

Out of print issues may be

‘ borrowed from the reference
library.

! Contact--Dominic Parisi

38 Ardmore Pl.

Buffalo, N.Y. 14213

ADVERTISING RATES FOR
i MEMORIES

$60.00 for a full page
‘ $40.00 for a half page
: ALL ADS MUST BE CAMERA READY

! LSRR R RS R RS RRREER R X RS

SPECIAL__ - OTR members may take
50% off these rates.
Advertising deadline-Sept. 1

LSS R RS R AR Y

i DEADLINE FOR THE I.P.-10th of

’ each month- prior- to publication
IR R R s e R R R R R

L Rk w kR h

must be included with all orders and
here are the rates: For the U.S.A. and
APO, $.60 for one reel, $.35 for each
cassette and record: $.75 for each video
tape

CANADIAN BRANCH: Rental rates are the

same as above, but 1in Canadian funds.
Postage: Reels 1 or 2 tape $1.50; 3
or 4 tapes $1.75. Cassettes: 1 or 2
tapes $.65; for each additional tape
and §$.25.

* %k &k k Kk *k k * & Kk x Kk &k * x * & * &

REFERENCE LIBRARY: A reference library

exists for members. Members should have
recelved a library 1list of materials
with their membership. Only two items
can be borrowed at one time, for a one
month period. Please use the proper
designations for materials to be borrowed.
when ordering books include $2.00 to
cover rental, stage and packaging.
Please 1include $1.00 for other {tems.
If you wish to contribute to the library,
the OTRC will copy material and return
the originals to you, See address on
page 2. Please include $25 refundable

security deposit for each book borrowed.
*i*it***it**tiif,rtii

One of the most popular cowboys in entertainment history
—William Boyd as “Hopalong Cassidy.”

HANG AROUND...

B ERAKAR AN O kN

~ The Great Radio Voices

. Audio Novels--What's it all about
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