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Another radio version of a long-running comic strip, this one set in outer
space of the future. (This is evidently a publicity pose, since there wouid
hardly be a need for costumes at the microphone.)
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The Legacy and Legends of Tom Mix
By: Gene Bradford

The Depression yeur of 1933
will be remembered historically for
the end of Prohibition but it is
also the year that NBC introduced
the legend of Tom Mix to radio. As
a '"kid show serial” the program was
resiyonsible for mlding the moral
values of generations of Americans
and as such has become a legend in
itself,

At its' inception the one thing
this show had going for it was the
name of the title character. Tom Mix
wus a legend in his own time, He
had been a soldier who attained the
highecst enlisted rank of the time,

a genuine working cowboy, movie star
of the greatest popularity and a
promoter of cowboy sports which led
to our present day rodeo concept.

It is generally acknowledred that
Mix was not perfect and had more
than his share of failures, heart-
aches and flops; inel, desertion
from the Army und a reputation as a
womaniser. But the public loved him
and he certainly earned the name
"King of the Cowboys' long before
anyone else could lay claim to any
such title, Indeed the name Tom Mix
was enough to start a radio program,
however, it wus also cleur that his
style as a happy-go-lucky cowboy
with a lass to defend did not meet
the Tormat of a kid show and some
chunges were mude to fit the new
mold. _Also the Naredevil stunts of
Tom and his greut horse Tony coulil
never be dup11cuted mch less al-
luded to and thereiore more charac-
ter wus substituted in this void,

Radio's Tom Mix wus certainly
a cowboy und muny references durine
the show indicute that he had made
movies in Hollywood but there was
little nention of romunce «nd the
similurity seeuns to end ther., "hc
show is dramatically deseribe: in
its' opening as “artiecn, mystery,
and a mile o mir. o thrills" =2no
"rudio's biprest western i Locetive
program” whir b <hould tell you

that there were some differences
between this Tom fix and the Legend.
The show wias not unusual for its

kind as the writing often became
mediocre with most all who are fa-
miliar with the show aereceing that
the earlier shows were superior.
(personally I found all the shows

to be super preat) Obviously, it
was not a critical success (kia
shows were not the critics favorites)
and has been most frequently called
violent. The charges of violence

are particularly hard for me to
accept because the show never ex-
ploited violence for violences sake
but appeared to me to moralize it as
wrong with Lhe perpetrators (is that
a word?) getting their punishment,
The fact that the violence wag not
more in the Mix show than any other
kid show (Capt., Midnight, Hop Harrigan,
Dick iracy etc.,) seemed to escape

most of the shows critics who probably
never listened anyway. hegardless

of this, the moral tone of the show
can hest be epitomized by the
Straightshooter Pledge which I shall
cite from memory as follows:

I promise to shoot straight with
my parents by obeyine my father and
mother

I promise to shoot straisht with
my friends by telling the trutb al-
ways, by being rair and square at
work and v»lay, by trying always to
win, but being a good loser if I lose.

T promise to shoot straight with
myself by striving always to be at
my best, by keeping my mind alert
and my body strong and healthy.

No review of the Tom Mix radie
show is complete without mention of
its' sponsor the Ralston Purina Co.
This cannot be just an honorable
mention because Ralston and Mix were
assoc iuted throughout the shows run
and to mention one certainly brings
the fondest memory of the other, Nor
shoula we overlook the fact that the
premium offers made during the sto.'s
run has crcated legions of collectors
to show up in the most unusual places:
the movie Plaret of the Apes displayed
such a prenium in a final scene and
the popular Television show MASH
conducted ar operation with a Tom
fix pocket knife. According to Tom
(oops) T mean Curley Brudley, the
show's star, the halston Co. was
given exclusive use of tbe Tom Mix
name by Tom Mix himself and offers
by other well known sponso:s to pur-
chase the shcw were tlately refused.
To their discredit the Ralston
peorle are mt at all impressed with
the pleas of fans to uncover copies
of this show., They seem to ignore
the fact that whole generations of
Americans siill buy Ralston products

N
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or anything with a checkerboard
square simply because of this show,
Evenr when I feed my dogs, I think
ot The Tom Mix Ralston Straight-
shooters.

The author does net pretend to
be an expert on this or any other
radio show and acknaowledges the
usual reference materialj preferring
to be considered as only an ardent
fan., Except for a very few isolated
episodes of this show, there are
only fond memories. It is unfor-
tunate that younger generations have
been deprived of hearing this show
by selfish individuals who have
copies but will not release them.
Ironically enough, this same situa-
tion seems to exist with the few
remaining Mix films. Fortunately
the legacy of this legend lives in
the minds and hearts of fans every-
where. The cast and credits of the
Tom Mix Ralston Straightshooters
are as follows:

TOM MIX-Artells Dickson, Rusael
Thorsen, Curley Bradley

THE OLD WRINGLER-Percy Hemuis
JIMMY-Andy Donnelly, George Gobel,
Hugh Rowlands

JANE-Winifred Toomey, Jane Webb
PECOS WILLIAMS-Curley Bradley
SHERTFF MIKE SHAW-Leo Curley, Hal
Peary, Willard Waterman

WASH-Vance McCune, Forrest Lewis
LEE LOO-Bruno Wick

THE RANCH BOYS-Shorty Carson, Jack
Ress, Curley Bradley
ANNOUNCERS-Den Gordon, Les Griffith,
Franklin Ferguson

PRODUCER~Al Chance
DIRECTORS-Charles Claggett,Clarence
Menaer

WRITERS-George Lowther, Roland
Martini, Charles Tazewell

'Jmls article is most respect-
fully deaicated to the many, many
people who heve written me re-
aponse to my ads for Tom Mix ghows
in various publications over the
years, If by this time there are
any among you who do not know where
the missing rrograus are, I will be
more than glad to give you the ad-
dress, but do not expect a reply as
I can assure you that this indivi-
dual is not all heart. I do not
have the feeling that we will ever
hear the likes of this show again.

* %k x 22 E &

PRESTON & YUKON KING, . »
Gold! Gold discovered im the Yukom
—a wild race for riches. Back to
the days of the Gold Rush with
Sergeant Preston of the Northwest
Mounted Police, and hils wonder dog,
Yukon King, as they meet... The
Challenge of the Yukon. The cast,
as well as producer, director, and

writer,was the same as on The Lone
Ranger, Paul Sutton often a Mexican
villain or a drawling cowpoke with
the ‘fasked Man, became the voice of
law and order of the borier, Ser-
geant Preston until the last year of
the program when Brace Beemer took
over the title role, (The Lone
kanger up North?)

The real star of the show, of .
course, was not Sergeant Preston,
but Yukon King (played by WxYZ
sound department)}. King was an
Alaskan Husky who ran "free lead”
with Preston's dog team, darting in
and out of the line, nipping at the
other dogs, keeping them on the job.
He was also very good at nipping and
nabbing outlaws. In fact, his in-
stinct for bad men was much better
than the Sergeant's., When he growled
at a newcomer, Preston would often
chain King to the sled to quiet the
new man's fears, only to have the
crook hit Preston over the head,

THE CHALLENGE OF '(HE YUKON
began on June 12, 1947 over ABC
radio, That title was gradually
mished Into the background, and by
1953 the character had become the
title, In 1950 the show went to
Mutual where it remained until 1t
left the air in 1955, The show came
packaged to classical music: The
Donna Diana Overture theme, though
not as well known as the Ranger's
William Tell Overture and the Hornet's
Flight of the Bumble Bee, was still
perfect for the Canadian setting. It
gave the illusion of Northwest back-
drop without any plot or dialogue;
its bouncy finale suggested the pomp
and glory of the mounted police. At
the end of the show, the announcer
always wished his young audience
“Ggedbye, good luck, and good health"-
a nice touch to a nice show.

S0 THE
AND KING AWAIT THEIR QUARAY. . .

March 198k =
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K old Time Radio

MONDAY
8:00 p.m.  JACK BENNY
8:30 pm. SUSPENSE
TUESDAY

&30 p.m. THE LONE RANGER

WEDNESDAY
00 p.m. FIBBER McGEE
AND MOLLY

£330 p.n. THE GREEN HORNET

SUNDAY
h $:00 p.m.

THURSDAY

8:00 p.m. THE LIFE OF RILEY
8:30 p.m. GUNSMOKXE
FRIDAY

800 p.m. THE GREAT GILDERSLEEVE 8:00 p.m. YOU BEY YOUR LIFE

WITH GROUCHO MARX
8:30 pm. THE SHADOW

SATURDAY

800 p.m. THE QREAT
GILDERSLEEVE *

6:30 p.m. THE GREEN HORNET *

4
MBBER McGEE AND MOLLY *
&30 p.m. THE LONE RANGER *

*Repeats from shows carred during the week.

every weelk over the entire

Mutual Broadcasting System

Remember the good old days of radio’s
past when CBS broadcast Jack Benny Sun«
day.nights at 7? Or when the man in black
introduced a new tale calculated to keep
you in Suspense? How about Britt Reid,
alias the Green Hornet, and his faithful
valet, Kato? Did you ever wish you could
“bet your life” with Groucho Marx?

If these lines bring back memories or
make you wonder how radio used to be,
you won't want to miss WEBR's second
season of Old Time Radio programs.
Heard weekdays at 8 p.m. with selective
rebroadcasts Saturday and Sunday at 6
p.m., these originaf episade programs
have again been ght back «G:WEBR
with an acquisition grant from the Bank
of New York.

Three of this year's programs, fack’
Benny, the Green Hornet,.and Groucho
Marx, are new to WEBR. The remaining
seven enter theiy second year with all new
episodes. . .

Coming up this month on the Great
Glidersieeve is Lila’s return on February 3.
Jack Benny welcomes guests, Alice Faye
on February 2, Bing Crosby on February 9,
and Van Johnson on February 16. Mean-
while, Chester Riley becomes involved
with an escort buréau on February Sand,
on February 19, tries his hand at becom-
ing a fireman. Groucho’s secret words for
the month of February include “paper,”
“broom.” “name,” and “tablet”

And 10 keep you in Suspense: €harles
Boyer on February 2; Orson Welles, Feb-
ruary 9; Roddy McDowell, February 16:
and Claire Trevor on February 23,
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PRESS RELEASE: NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIC RAISES THE
CURTAIN ON 'NPR PLAYHOUSE'

In March, National Public Radio, long considered a
leader and champion of radio drama, presents NPR
PLAYHOUSE, a new daily series intended to offer
outstanding performance programs to public radio
listeners nationwide. The new series ....will
premiere ,,,.with an exclusive 13-part radio
adaptation of STAR WARS, the biggest box-office
hit in film history. NPR PLAYHOUSE also includes
the new 1981 season of the award-~winning drama
series, EARPLAY (both as one-hours specials and in
a new half-hour format EARPLAY WEEKDAY THEATRE),
and a special 12-part satirical send-up from the
BBC, THE HITCH-HIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY.

vessinitial lineup of STAR WARS, THE HITCH-HIKER'S
GUIDE TO THE GALAXY and the great variety and depth
of EARPLAY nroductions demonstrates the diversity
public radio listeners can expect in the future....

STAR WARS, a 13-part half-hour radio series produced
by NPR in association with KUSC-FM, Los Angeles, and
with the cooperation of Lucasfilm, Ltd., features
Mark Hamill as "Luke Skywalker" and Anthony Daniels
as "See Threepio" from the original film cast.

The public radio adaptation of STAR WARS, based on the
original characters and situations created by George
Lucas, also includes new characters and events not
appearing in the motion picture. Among the new material
is an episode that features Princess Leia as she
travels to Alderaan, where she meets her father prior
to embarking on a daring mission that ends with her
capture by Darth Vader. In another, we find out about
Luke's relationships with his peers on Tatooine and
in particular with his best friend, Biqggs. Other new
episodes include how Artoo Detoo and See Threepio met,
Han and Chewie's encounters with the underworld of
Tatooine, as well as a much more detailed examination
of the conflicts within the Empire.



March 1981 THE TILUSTH.TED DPKESS Puge Seven

Lucasfilm not olnv granted the rights to USC and
public radio but also made available the original
music composed by John Williams and the sound
effects developed for the film which was released
world~wide by 20th. Century-Fox Film Corporation.

Oone of the major challennes in producina the radio
adaptation was how to present such a visual story

on radio. “NMost people overlook the fact that the
incredible visual effects created for the film were
accompanied by the equally impressive sound effects
created by Academy Award-winner Ben Burtt," says Executive
Executive Producer Richard Toscan. "We are relying

on the fact that millions of listeners already have
many of the visual images in their heads. What we're
trying to do is attract a whole Jeneration of
listeners who have been raised on vigsual entertainment
and who think of radio as somethina that's used only
for hackaround."

THE HITCH-HIKER'S GUIDE TO THE CALAXY, a l2-part series
from the BBC, is the most popular radio drama series in
British hroadcastina history. A sci~fi satire, the
series was repeated four times in Britain, then
produced as a book, a record, and a stage show in
London. The series tells the tale of Arthur Dent,

the last Earthlinc, as he travels throuah space in a
series of hichly improbable -- and extremely funny --
adventures. The series, called "a kind of 'Gulliver's
Travels' in space,"” by its author, Dousglas Adams, was
lauded by the Manchester Guardian, which wrote that
"the programcombines brilliant sound effects with the
sort of cool, odd, almost accidental humor that
characterizes British comedy writing at its best."

The Guar®ian went on to declare that "One of the joys
of 'Hitch-hiker' is its light-hearted obsession with
fundamental ~uestions. Like why people are born, why
they die and why they spend so much of the intervenina
time wearing digital watches."

THE HITCH-HIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY is a production
of the British Broadcastina Corporation and is
distributed by National Public Radio.

» - * * L 4 *

In the Baltimore-Washington area STAR WARS will be heard on
WBJC-FM, 91.5, at 6:00 P_M, Sunday evenings beainnina March 1. Following
at 6:30 will be SPACE PATROL, from the golden days of radio. WAMU-FM,
88.5 will play STAR WARS at 11:00 P.M, starting March 2 and every
Monday thereafter. WAMU will also replay each episode on the followinn
Sundey at noon. THE HITCH-HIKER'S GUIDE TO THE CALAXY will be heard on
WAMU at 11:00 P,M, starting March 6 and continuina every Friday.

As an extra bonus, WETA-FM, 90.9, is presentinc THE MINDS EYE,

a production of Radio 2990. They have just recently completed a 10-
episode adentation o“ THE VWOBBIT and are currently presentin~ THE
LORD OF THE RINCS in 21-episodes. Listeners may tune-in at 6:39 p_ ).
on Mondavys.

Many t“anks to Ernie Rethschulte and Bobh Thompson who helped
with t“e times ahove.

Peace,

David L. Easter
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O NPR PLAYHOUSE Mondav - Friday, 11:00 P.M.,  WAMU-FM MARCH, 1981
(stered
2/ Star Wars - Fpisode I -~ "A Wind to Shake The Stars"
Rebels unite to challenge a tyrannical Empire.
3/ Earplay Weekuay Theater - "Elegy for Irish Jack" by Lee Devin.
Skill and experience compete with age in Irish Jack's last race.

4/ Earplay Weekday Theater - "Bells in Europe', Prt. l, by Peter
Leonhard Braun. An historical chronicle of how bells of Europe were
made into weapons for Hitler's army,

5/ Earplay Weekday Theater - "Bells in Europe" ,.Conclusion.

6/ The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy - Arthur Dent takes off on
an gplc adventure in time and space. Produced by the BBC.

9/ Star Wars ~ Episode II ~ "Points of Origin" Princess Leia Organa
leads the rebellion, unprotected by her high birth or status.

10/ Earplay Weekday Theater - "I Never Sang for My Father", Prt. I,
by Robert Anderson. Melvin Douglas stars as a man trying desperately
to communicate with his father,

11/ Earplay Weekday Theater ~ "I Never Sang for My Father", conclusion.

12/ Earplay Weekday Theater - "Good-bye Howard" by Romulus Linney.

Three elderly sisters consider their brother’s death.

13/ The Hitch~Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy - Arthur Dent 1s saved from
the demolition of Earth and struggles to find something nice to
say about Vogen Poetry. Produced by the BBC,

16/ Star Wars - Episode III - "Black Knight, White Princess, and Pawms."
The center stage of galactic history is occupied by the unlikelieat
creatures.

17/ Earplay Weekday Theater - "Kowalski's Last Chance" by Leo Simpson.

A comedy about a policeman who only knows the mean and ugly sides
of life.

18/ Earplay Weekday Theater - "Middleman Out", Prt. I, by Dick Riley.

A small-time drug peddler is caught between the cops and Mr. Big.

19/ Earplay Weekday Theater - "Middleman Out'", Conclusion.

20/ The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy - Arthur Dent is under a
missile attack.

23/ Star Wars - Episode IV -~ "While Giants Mark Time." Princess Lela is
captured by Darth Vader. See Threeplo and Artoo Detoo elude capture.

24/ Earplay Weekday Theater - "Customs" by Mavor Moore. Trying to
prove who you are can lead to some surprises.

25/ Earplay Weekday Theater - "Tiger" by Derek Raby. A 10-year old
boy learns what tigers in the zoo think of their human captors.

26/ Earplay Weekday Theater -~ "B-Picture Man" by Anne Leaton.

An unknown movie star is someone's favorite.

21/ The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy - Arthur Dent learns that
Earth was built bv Magratheans and once run by mice.

30/ Star Wars - Episode V ~ '"Jedi That Was; Jedi To Be." Artoo Detoo
attempts to deliver a message to the mysterious Ben Kenobi.

31/

Earplay Weekday Theater - "The Temptation Game" by John Gardner.
A Medieval English Monk leaves the monastery,
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IAPE LIBRARY: |
"LIBRARY RATES:2400' reel-$1,25 per '
month; 1 reel=$1,00 per month; {
1200' reel-$.75 per monthjcassette= |

i

$.50 per month, Postage must be

. ineluded with all orders and here

. are the rates:for the USA and APO-
50¢ for one reel,25¢ for each add-
itional reel;25¢ for each cassette.-
For Canada:$1.25 for one reel,75¢
for each additional reel;75¢ for
each cassette, All tapes to Can-
ada are mailed first ¢lass,
TAPESPONDENTS:Send in your wants
and we'll run them here for at
least two months.

Patrick Carr,AV Director,Villa
Grove Schools,Villa Grove,Jll=
inois 61956.=We are looking for
reels or cassettes of the show
DEATH VALLEY DAYS. We have a
collection of nearly 2,000 radio
shows on reels which we would
like to trade. Send Catalogue.

Gene Bradford,19706 Elizabeth St.,
St. Clair Shores,Michigan 48080, -
wWants TOM MIX STRAIGHTSHOOTERS,

'SKY KING,and JACK ARMSTRONG
programs. Alse, 8"x10 photograph of
Curiey Bradley, suituble for fram-
ing, in the Tom Mix shirt (e¢irea
1940's) as seen in "The Big Broad-
cast." Will trude photos, premiums,
radie shows or cash,

TED PRESS Page Nine

D.P,Parisi, 38 Ardmore Flace,Buffalo,
N.Y. 14213=Selling a major share of
my O0ld Time Radio shows, These are
my masters. 1800'-1200' reels.Your
choice at $5.00 per reel plus 25¢

per reel postage. Huge catalog $2.00,

Hy Daley,l 37 So. Center,Corry,PA
16407-Interested in any 2nd genera-
tion tapes, Will return same. Com=
edies,adventure serials,detective,

Richard NOlday, 10C Harvey Drive,
Lancaster, N.Y. 14086—1I am looking
for the following shows on cassette
and will trade on & two for one

basis if they are at least Very

Good sound: X-Minys One; And the Moon
Be Still as Bright 4/22/55, The Man
In the Moon 5/29/55, Something for
Nothing 4/L0/57; The Shadow; any
show before 10/24/37, any show from
10/10742 until 3/18/45 and 4/1/45
until 11/4/45, any show after 2/20/49.
You may chosse any show from my cata-
log listing of almost 4,000 radio
shows.

% k% ¥ %

THE NIAGARA FALLS ,GAZETTE
. e

Benny Marl:s Tet_l Years On Air

5/9/41




"No; I did ngt touch it."

"Did you see anything in its
depths?"

"Only the lights and shades
produced by the facets. What did
you expect me to see? My future
life or past life? Really, !Ir.Carter,
if you are going in for fortune-
telling, why don't you look up one
of the cult and get him to explain
this case to you?"

"I don't suppose you really in-
tend that to be an impertinence, do
you, docter?" asked the detective
quietly.

"No; but the whole thing is so
absurd, Carter. Can't you see it7"

"Who is the best authority on
hypnotism in the city, doctor?”

"I don*t know anybody who knows
more about it than I do myself.
Hackenbush calls himself an authori-
ty, but he is a dreamer, and, ineci-
dentually, considerable of a crank."

You mean Doctor Peter Hackem-
bush?"

"YeB."

"T suppose you would like to
get those dlamonds back again,wouldn't
youtz"

"Yes, indeed I would."

"And you would not object very
strenuously, would you, even if they
came back after it was proved that
you were hypnotized when they were
stolen?"”

"oh, I dmm't know about that. But
we need not argue it, since such a
preposterous thing could not be es-
tablished., I'd like to get the watch,
toas, Carter."

"If you should happen to run
across that man with the crystal
again, will you make an effort to
bring him to my house to see me?"

"You bet your life I will.
I'm not likely to run across him.
The police have been leooking for him,
the commissioner tellsme, and he can-
not be found,"

"Yet he has been very much in
evidence since the police have been
searching for him. He seems te have
a talent for keeping out of sight."

"So he does.

"T don't suppose you have an
idea that the watch, the money, and
the diamonds jumped out of your pock-
ets of themselves, have you, doctor?®"

"Hardly thut."

"Were you in any crowd before
or after you saw that man, where your
pocket might huve been pleked?"

"No; not after I had oceasion to
know that the things were in my pos-
session; and that is the most puz-
zling part of the whole affair,"

"How long before you ercountered
that man were you aware that the art-
{cles were 8till in your posses:sion?"

But
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'"Why, only a few minutes. I had
Jjust seen a puatient, up the avenue a
few blocks, to whom I had shown the
diamonds. On leaving there, I com-
pared my tine with his, and I also
changed a twenty-dollar bill for him,
se I know I still had the money, too,
when I left there,”

"and where did you go from
there?" .

"Straight to the square, and
acress it, after stopping for a mo-
ment, as I have said.”

"Mon't you see that all this
strengthens the theory of hypnotismy
in fact, that it clinches it?"

"No, I do not."

CHAPTER VI
THI. SEVENTH ROBBERY

When the detective arrived at his
own home after his interview with
Doctor Parsons, he was not at all
surprised to discover that the foot-
man from the Van Skoyts was waiting
to see him,

"I hope you'll pardon me, sir,
for coming to see you," he said, "but
I felt that I must do so in justice
to myself, My name is Martin, sir.'

"I am very glad that you did come
to see me, Martin," replied the detec-
tive, smiling, "To tell the truth, I
rather expected you."

"I thought you would, sir."

'"Well, what have you got to say,
now that you are here?"

"I hardly know how to say it,
sir,"

"There is orly one way to do thut,
Martin, and that is to suy it right
out, If it ig you wish to talk con-
fidentially with me, you may be as-
sured that what youu say will not go
any farther." .

"Thank you, sir. After what
occurred to-day, I was afraid that
you might think that Thomas and T
might know something about the lost
property. People are zlways ready
to suspect servants, sir,"

"T did not t'ink of suspecting
sither of you, Martin. Such a thing
did not occur to me. Moreover, I
knew that vou rad told me the truth.”

"In spite of what madam sait,
sir?"

"Yes . "

"Byt she was so positive. It
made a liar of me, sir. or of—"

"or of your mistress? l!o, don't
say that, for it did not. She wus
mistaken, that is all."

"But how could she be mistaken,
sip?"

"She had “orgotten, Hurtin; ard
I hope you will do notring to remind
her of the fact."

"Certainly not, sir. And thut
is one rexson Tor my call upon you."
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mhat is?¢

"T wisted to s.y that if you
cshould question me aguin in her pres-
ence, ar in the presence of any per-
son who misht repect tc madem what
I had said, I chtonld insist thut che
did not get out of the carriuge the
second time."

"and uphold hker in her stute-
ment. That proves tlut you are a
good and 4 loyal servant, !Martin.”

"And if T hud known before you
questioned me how mad.n understood
the matter T would not have told vou
what T did."

"Certainly not.. T underctand
you rerfectly, nd T like you all
the better for it. Now, have you
anything more to tell me, that es-
caped your nemory this merning? If
you have, remember that it will nou
ve repeuted."

"Yes, sir, there is somethmg
else."

"What is it, Martin?®

"I perhaps ought not to say
anything about it. T really did
not intend to do so in the beginning,
because it was none of my business;
and possibly, sir, T also do madan
an injustice in doing so. Bat after
whut nceurred this merning, ard in
the light of a'l that hac Eappened,
I feel that T should tell you ahout
1t.;l

"lertairly, Martin, t211 me. Tt
may help greatly in unravelins this
mystery==for there is a mystery."

"Perhaps not «s F'}"Fut a4 one a3
you think, Hr. Carter.

"Martin, you mist tell me
you mean, '

'Very well, sir. In the first
place, T wish to say that during all
the time I huve served madam, I have
never known her to leave her carriage
in suech a manner before,™
"T understand that. ©She her-
told rie the sane thineg,"

“"But in this case she left it
wice, und denied to ycu, evan in my
presence, that she did it the second
time."

"Mye will pass that,"

"You asked re, sir, if when she
went buck the second time, when she
was walking, if I saw her speak to
the man with the tripod, and 7 told
you T did not,."

"Vess t,'nat, is correct.”

"‘7e11 ir, I did rot _ra ter

STEAK to h:m, but I saw Fer throw
o"let‘nm;f te him,"

what

self

"You did?*

"Yes, ¢ir. T ecould not tell
what it wa. <t that distancs, but T
ro deibt that it the
Tuine b ol says loct. 7
raf it, T tYirk, r, thut

wiched to send come noney 1o

’-\-\C

nod==T met

core ane witkout, lettine anybody know
about it, &nd that tY¢ nan with the
tripvod net ker trere by a,_pnmt qentyy
tm take charge of it. 7T tlhi'rk zhe
grt oegt tie Tlrst tlme tn ouale
it wvao the rirkt aar, ard that then
che et nut tno secon? *filc wnd walked
hwk t*""?‘m to wait five ‘"fnut” 3
i Lar in opder tn cive
Tt ruat he .m'ne sort

Sure

id i"x fhf? mon
n® black-nil,

et Ao oe
out, ci’ nothing,

veu have hullt up
Martinl" said the de-

tactive, silirp, ""But T -mst re-
asaira you,”

Dothivk ey are risht in suo-
rosine that it #az the bag she threw

t» the man, tut T also bclijcve, and
you rast do the same, thut she was
entirely unconscions of the act.”

"How could that be so, sir?"

"Mave you never heurd of hyvprno-
tism, Martin?"

"Yes, sir."

"Very well. ‘tudam was hypnotized
when she did that. ©Ohe did not know
she did it. She Aid not know anything
ste did, and now she doec not remem-
ber that she was out of the carriape
or tiat she walked back toward that
man or thist sle saw him again at all.”

"o you really believe th. i,
sir?"

‘T do."

"Tt relieves uy mind grestly, sir,
for T was afraid, Madam has been good
tn me. T serewed ur my courage to
cone here und tell you this because
T trnursht that you might help her if
she were in troupnle of any kind.
Thomas and I talked it over and xpreed
between us that it was the thing to
do, hecause we knew that you would
respect nur confidences.,"

"You did perfectly rigtt. It
would have been proper in any c.se."

"Thunk you, sir,"”

"ow, ic there anythinge more?

Yo look a5 trourh you had not rot
everything o¥f vour mind vet."

is gne thine more, sire”
is it, now?"
man—the one sith the tri-
him on the street when I
waf on "y way here,"

Vou did? here?"

"eur the corner of 'I‘venty-
eirht SGtreet and 'fudison Averue,sir.”

'Mid Le have his tripoed with
him?"

"T 4id nnt see it.
thirk ke 4311 kr.ve it."
"Mihich ray was he coirp?!

"T wiateted him. He turned
throusk T™enty-eirht Street towaurd
Fifth avenue od Broadway."

"Terhaps rou car describe him
to me, Martin., I bhave .ouﬂd no one
else who was able todo s50."

Tdon't
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"Noj; I did@ net touch it."

'"Did you see anything in its
depths?"

"Only the lights and shades
produced by the facets. What did
you expect me to see? My future
life or past life? Really, !r.Carter,
if you are going in for foertune-
telling, why don't yeu look up one
of the cult and get him to explain
this case to you?"

"I don't suppose you really in-
tend that to be an impertinerce, do
you, doctor?" asked the detective
quietly.

"No; but the whole thing 1is so
absurd, Carter. Can't you see it7"

"Who is the best authority on
hypnotism in the city, dector?"

"I don't know anybody who knows
more about 1t than I do myself.
Hackenbush calls himself an authori-
ty, but he is a dreamer, and, inci-
dentally, considerable of a crank,"

You mean Doctor Peter Hacken-
bush?”

"Yes."

"I suppose you would like to
get those diamonds back again,wouldn't
you?ll

"Yes, indeed I would,"

"And you would not object very
strenuously, would you, even if they
came back after it was proved that
you were hypnotized when they were
stolen?"

"0h, I dn't know about that. But
we need not argue it, since such a
preposterous thing could not be es-~
tablished. I'd like to get the watch,
tos, Carter,"

"If you should happen to run
across that man with the crystal
again, will you make an effort to
bring him to my house to see me?"

"You bet your life I will.
I'm not likely to run across him.
The police have been looking for him,
the commissioner tell me, and he can-
not be found."”

"Yet he has been very much in
evidence since the police have been
searching for him. He seems te have
a talent for keeping out of sight.”

"So he does."

"I don't suppose you have an
idea that the watch, the money, and
the diamonds jumped out of your pock-
ets of themselves, have you, doctor?"

"Hardly that,”

"yere you in any crowd before
or after you saw that man, where your
pocket might have been picked?"

"No; not after I had oceasion to
know that the things were in my pos-
session; and that is the most puz-
zling part of the whole affair."

How long before you ercountered
that man were you aware that the art-
icles were still im your possession?"

But

'"Why, only a few minutes. I had
just seen a patiert, up the avenue a
few blocks, to whom I had shown the
diaronds., On leaving there, I com-
pared my time with his, and I also
changed a twenty-dollar bill for him,
so T know I still had the money, too,
when I left there."

"And where did you go from
there?” .

"Straight to the square, and
acress it, after stopping for a mo-
ment, as I have said.”

"Don't you see that all this
strengthens the theory of hypnotismg
in faet, that it clinches it?"

"No, I do not,"

CHAPTER VI
THE. SEVENTH ROBBERY

When the detective arrived at his
own home after his Interview with
Doctor Parsons, he was not at all
surprised@ to discover that the foot-
man from the Van Skoyts was waiting
to see him,

"I hope you'll pardon me, sir,
for coming to see you," he said, "but
I felt that I must do so In justice
to myself. My name is Martin, sir."

"I am very glad that you did come
to see me, Martin,"” replied the detec-
tive, smiling. "To tell tke truth, I
rather expected you."

"I thought you would, sir."

'"Well, what have you got to say,
now that you are here?"

"I hardly know how to say it,
sir,"

"There is orly one way to do thut
Martin, and that is to suy it right
out. If it is you wish to talk con-
fidentially with me, you may be as-
sured that what you say will not go
any farther." .

"Thank you, sir. After what
oceurred to-day, I was afraid that
you might think that Thomas and T
might know something about the lost
property. People are zlways ready
to suspect servants, sir,”

"I did not t! ink of suspecting
either of you, Martin. Such a thing
did not occur to me. Moreover, I
knew that you rad told me the truth."

"In spite of what madam sait,
sir?"

"Yes."

"But she was so positive. It
rmade a liar of me, sir. or nf—"

"0Or of your mistress® lo, don't
say that, for it did not. She was
mistaken, that is all,"

"But. how could she be mistaken,
sip?"

"She had “orgotten, Murtin; urd
I hope you will do nothinF to remind
her of the fact.”

"Certainly not, sir, And thut
is one renson Tor my call upon you.,"
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""hat is?"

"I wisted to s.y thut if you
should question me aruin in her pres-
ence, ar in the presence of any per-
son who misht repe.t te mudem what
I had said, I chonld insist thut she
did not ret ocut of' the carriure the
second time."

"and ugtold her in her stute~
ment. That rroves thuat you are a
good and & loyal servant, Martin,”

"And if T had krnown before you
questioned me how mad.n understood
the matter T would not have told you
what T did."

"Certainly not. T understarnd
you rerfectly, nd T like you wll
the better for it. WNow, huve you
anything more to tell me, that ese
caped your memory this moerningy If
you huve, remember that it will notu
ve repeated."

Yes, sir, there is something
else.”

"yhat is it, Martin?®

"I perbups ought not to say
anything about it. I really did
not intend to do so in the beginning,
because it was none of my business;
and possibly, sir, T also do madan
an injustice in doing so. Bat after
whut nccurred thiz merming, and in
the light of a.l that hac kappered,
I fee’ that T should tell you ahout

"ertairly, Martin, t211 me. Tt
may belp greatly in unraveling this
nystery——for there is a mystery.”

"Perhaps not .3 greut a one ags
you think, Mr. Carter."

"Martin, you mst tell me
you mean, '

'"Wery well, sir. In the first
place, T wish to say that during all
the time T have served madum, I have
never known her to leave her carriage
in such a manner befors,"

T understand that. She her-
self told n= the sane thing.”

“But in this case she left it

wice, and denied to yeu, even in my
presence, that she did it the second
time."

mye will pass that,”

"You sasked re, sir, if when she
went back the second time, when she
was wulking, if I saw her speuak to

what

the man with the tripod, and T told
you I did not."

"Ves; tihat is correct.”

"’lell 3ir, T did net _re ter

STEAK to hm but I saw ke:‘-‘r‘vr‘nw
something to 'h*m "

"You 4id?"
"Ves, cir, T ecould not tell
what it st that distanc., but T

hav: ro dor .bt that it wue the

i b ste sars the loct. T
it, T Hw"k .Air', that,
‘nd Soma v'onﬂy t.o

core ane without lettine anybody lrow
about it, an? trut tkc man with the
tripod met her trere Dy appointannt,
to take charge of it. T th'rk zhe
g0t ou o st tIime to ouale sure
it wa tre rickt lar, and that then
she ot npt tns and wweixed
hmk tclline s to wait five minutes
ard ther fail.owr Lar in order 40 cive
‘”""I the morey Tt -muat be some sort
£ blackwniz, -‘1"."

het a4 ¢ e vou hae built up
out ¢ nothine, Martind' said the In-
tactive, = ;L:r‘v "But T -mst re-
a53nrs 'OJ

"“ﬁ':-!, .‘,'Yr‘ "

*Iothirk you oare richt in suo-
rosins that it wan the bag she threw
t7 the man, but T also believe, and
you must do the sane, thut she was
entirely unconscious of the act."

“How could that be so, s5ir?"

‘Jave you never heurd of hypno-
tism, Martin?"

"Yes, sir."

"Very well.

1ec con? +14

“fadam was hypnotized
whren she did that, She did not know
she did it. She Aid not know anyvthing
ske 4id, an? row she doec rot remem-
her that she was out of the carriage
or tiat ashe walked back towurd that
man or that she saw him again at all."

"N you really believe th. tt,
sip?"

I'I do.ll

Tt relieves my mind gre«tly, sir,
for I was afraid. Madam has been sood
to me, T serewed ur My courage to
come here and tell you this because
I tkourht that you might help her if
3he were in trouole of any kind.
Thomas and I taiked it over and #preed
between us that it was the thing to
do, because we knew That you would
respect our confidences.”

"You did perfectly right. Tt
would have been proper in any c.se."

"*Thank you, cir.’

Wow, ic there anythinfs more?
o1 ook us troush you hud not rot
everything o vour mind yvet.”

"There is gne thine more, sir,

"hat s it, now?"

“"Thut man-—-the one sith the tri-
~od—T met him on the street when I
wut on iy way here "

Wou didA? There?"

"™ear the corner of Twenty-
eirht ‘“treet and fudison aAvenue,sir.”

Tid te have his tripod with

3w 't
33

him?"

"T 4id nnt see it.
thirk e 431 hve it."
MThick ay was he coire?!

"T wi.teted him. He turned
throust ™enty-~eirht Street toward
Fifth avenue -.nd Broadway."

"Perhaps vou car describe him
to me, Martin. I bhave found no ont
else who was able todo So."

T don't
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"Yes, sir, I cun."

"Well?"

"He is quite tall, sir, six
feet, I should say. His skin is
very durk. One might almost mistake
him for a colored man were it not
for his features and his perfectly
straight hair. He hus very white
and even teetb, and the most wonder-
ful eyes I ever saw. He looked at
me, too, as I passed him, and I felt
a shiver all over me. I thought he
remembered me,"

Wery probably,
dressed?"

"Like a gentleman, sir."

"Well dressed, eh? How was he
dressed the other day when you saw
him in the park?"

"As befitted his calling at
that time, I should say, sir. I did
not notice it particularly, but I
think I would have done so had there
been anything to notice about him,"

"That is a very good answer,
How long had you been waiting for
me when I arrived?"

"More than an hour, sir."

"So it would not be worth while
following him up now, would it?
Martin, if you should see that man
again, anywhere at all, I wish you
would take the trouble to notify me
at pnce, no matter what you are
doing. Hren 1if you are on the box
of the carriage, you could make an
excuse to run Into a store and tele-
phone to me,"

"Yes, sir."

"Should you say that he is a
foreigner, Martin?"

"I should say that all he needed
was a turban twisted on his head to
make a Hindu out of himself, sir,"

"Wery likely that is what he is,
I almost wish that you had turned
about and followed him, but of course
you could not think of that, and,
besides, he would have known what
you were about at once.

"I think so, sir. Do you wish
me for anything more, sir?"

"NO."

"Then I will go. I thank you
very much, sir, for your kindness
to me."

Martin had no sooner auitted
the house than the detective was
called to the telephone, to find
that the commissioner was at the
other end of the wire,

"Hello, Nick," he said, "There
has been another case of robbery by
the man with the crystal. Percy
Monmouth this time., You know him?"

Il'Ies.ll

vHe is around at the Imperial
now. I told him I would ask you to
go right around and see him about
it, if I could catch you at home."

How wus he

"All right, I'll do it,
did this happen?”

"About an hour ago, I think."

"And where?"

"At Twenty-eicht Street and
Fifth Avenue."

"That tallies with what Martin,
told me." thought the detective. '
Aloud he asked: "How did you know
about it so soon?"

"Percy called me up to ®1ll me
about it. He will giveyou all thg
particulars himself. I haven't many
of them. Have you accomplished any-
thing as yet, Nick?"

'"Wo., Only to satisfy myself
that the man with the crystual is the
guilty party, of course, But we will
have to catch him in the act to con-
vict him. It is the sort of thing
where circumstantial evidence won't
do at all, He mst be caught with
the goods on-——and I don't believe,
from what I have found out so far,
that he very often has the sfoods on."

"I don't in the leust understund
you, Nick,"

"I don't suppose you would. I‘'ll
explair it all to you later.”

"All right, FRun around there
and see Fercy, will you?"

"Yes, at orce."

But before the detective left
the house he called Chick to him and
gaid:

"Chick, T want you to rig your-
self out as if you were a nalob, and
had your pockets stuffed with money.
Wear a few diamonds, too, and then po
and walk the streets until you find a
hawker with a big crystal in front of
him, WYhen you do that, walk up and
take a pood look, first at the man
and then at the crystal, and then
come back and tell me all about it—
only run your man to earth first, fo
I want to know vhere to find hin.
That's all."

When

* + CONTILMED YEXT ISIHE * #
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REFERENCE LIBRARY:A reference lib-
-rary exlsts for members, Members
should have received a library '
list of materials with their mem-
bership. Only two items can be
borrowed at one time,for a one
month period., Please use the
proper designations for materials
to be borrowed. When ordering
books include $1.,00 to cover
rental,postage,and packaging.
Please include $ .50 for other
items. If you wish to contribute
to the library the OTRC will copy
materials and return theoriginals
to you. See address on page 2.
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In Jamary of 1979, I decided to
go into OTR trading. In order to do
this, I purchased my second cassette
tape deck. Unfortunately, based on
a knowledgeable (?) friend's advice,
I purchased a Harmon/Kardon HK1500
tape deck. This has turned out to
be the biggest LEMON I ever bought.
Less than 2 months after I purchased
the deck, the keyboard broke and had
to be replaced, The deck was still
under warranty and the keyboard was
repaired at no charge. However, I
was without my tape deck for 2 months
and accused by H/K of improper use
of the recorder. Approximately 20
months after purchase, the recordmg
heads had to be replaced. Again, 2
months without my tape deck and a.
$90, repair bill, (I should have
Junked the unit.) At this time I
wrote H/K about my troubles (12/80)
and received ng reply. It is now
2/15/81 and tﬁ% tape deck is again
walfunctioning., If I record over a
recorded tape, both sounds appear.
What next? This columm was written
in the hope of sparing someone out
there from the troubles I've en-
countered.

R.A.O,

* & % ¥ X % ¥ ¥ X
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MEMBERSHIP
DRIVE.

. Bep'mnmsr March, 1981% STECIAL
OFFER Join The 0ld Time Radio Club
for only $10.00 for the 1981 calen-
dar year and receive the following
benefits:s
The Illustrated Press-Monthly,
Memories Magazine-Biannual in
1981
Access to our Reference Library
Access to our improved and ex-
panded Sound Library

Bonus~Special OTR related gift to
all new members.

Special Note-All existing members
who bring in a new member will
also qualify for the free OTR
related giftf

Special Offer expires Midnight,

May 31, 1981.{

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A FIELD REPORTER

You can! Just write an article on a place, event, show, etc.,
dealing with old time radio that you think others would

like to read. The article must be typewritten. Include a
black_and white photograph (no color, please). A

SGT PRESTON

1. The same producer-writer
team that guve us The Lone

Ranger and The Green Hornet
was responsible for this one

toe. Name them.

2. Preston's fumed blqck horse
was called

3. Deep-voiced Pdul Sutton

wus Preston fara gbod .

PLEASE GIVE THE

ENCLOSED WORD

of the run. (Jay Mitchell had
the role first.) But the man
whe played the Lone er
took charge in the series®
last yeur, Name him. .-

4. The Lone Ranger's announcer
went along that year top. He
was?

ANSWERS:

Kog poad(t) Jowodg aoead (¢€)

*Xoy (2) "JSIJIIS UeJdd
Pue 3Tpuag], "M 831039 (1)
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