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THE OLD TIME RADIO CLUB
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION:

Club dues are $13.00 per yr,
from Jan. 1 through Dec. 31. Mem=
bers recieve a membership card,
library lists,a monthly newsletter
(The Illustrated Press),a semi=-
annual magazine (Memories),and
various special items, Additional
family members living in the same
household as a regular member may
join the club for $2.00 per year.
These members have all the privie
leges of regular members but do
not recieve the publications. A
junior membership is available to
persons 15 years of age or younger
who do not live in the household
of a regular member, This member=
ship is $6,00 per year and includes
all the benefits of a regular mem=-
bership, Regular membership dues
are as follows:if you join in Jan,
dues are $13.,00 for the year;Feb.,
$12,00; March $11,00;April $10,00;
May $9.00;June $8,00;July $7.00;
Aug.,$6.00; Sept.,$5.00;0ct.,$lt.00;
Nov.,$3.00;and Dec.,$2.00. The
numbers after your name on the
address label are the month and
year your renewal is due., Remind=
er notes will be sent. Your re-
newal should be sent in as soon as
possible to avoid missing issues,
Please be certain to notify us if
you change your address,

THE JLLUSTRATED FRESS is the monthly news-
letter of The Old Time Radio Club, head-
quartered in Buffelo, N.Y. Contents,except
where noted, are copyright @ 1980 by the
OTRC. All rights sre hereby assignes to
the contributors. Editors Richerd A.Oldays
Assistant Editor: Jerry Colliins; Production
Assistance: Arlene T, Oldays Production
Maneger: Millie Lunworthy Graphics Coordi-
netors Corb Fesco. Published since 1976.
Printed in U.S.A.

CLUB ADDRESSES:Please use the cor-
Tect address for the business you
have in mind, Return library ma-
terials to the library addresses.

CLUB DUES:Dom Parisi

= 38 Ardmore Place
Buffalo,New York 14213
(716) 88i-200L

ILLUSTRATED PRESS (letters,columns,
stc.) & OTHER CLUB BUSINESS:

Richard Olday

100 Harvey Drive
Lancaster,N.Y. 14086
(716) 684=~160L

REFERENCE LIBRARY:Pete Bellanca
1620 Ferry Road
Grand Island,N,Y,
14072
(716) 773-2485

TAPE LIBRARY & BACK ISSUE DEPT.:

Norm Giesler

312 Meadowlawn Road
Cheektowaga,N.Y, 14225
(716) 68L=3174

COLUMNISTS THIS ISSUEs
Gens Bradford
Jerry Collins
Bob Davia
Douglae Keeney

Jemes Snyder

DEADLINE: for IP #53 - December 8th.
for IP #54 = January 1l2th.
for 1P #55 = February 9th.

BACK ISSUES:All are $1.00 each,
postpaid,except where noted. CQOut-
of=print issues can be borrowed
from the Reference Library.

MEMORIES:Vol. 1 #1 ($2.00),#3,#4,
#55Vol. 2 41,4 ($2.00);
Vol. 4 #1.

IP:#3 (with SHADOW script),#SA (RH
AC/OTRC Special #1),#8 (50¢),
#10 (with part one of LUX RADIO
TmmmmLﬁhﬁh(%¢hﬁ5(Wﬁ.
#16,#17,#18,RHAC/OTRC Special
#2,#19,#20,#21,#23, #24, #25, #26,
#27, 428" (RHAC/OTRC Special #3),
#29,#30,#31,#32 ($2.00),#33,#34,
#37,#38,#39, 40, #i1,#12, #13, #ilt,
#uS,#U6,#LT,#40, #49,#50,551,F52.
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Wireless
Wanderings

T T ;

Advertising is an accepted, though
obnoxicus paert of radio and television
brosdcasting. W¥e all accept it as a
necessary part of the entertainment that
we get. But, it was not elways so. 1In
this columm I would like to discues ad-
vertising'e develcpment ir radio. There
are several different vereions of low this
all came about, but I think that what I
have here is the most generelly accerted
sequence of evente.

KDKA went on the air in Pittsburgh in
November of 1920 end whils some statione
diepute the cleim, it is generally accepted
that this was the first regular broad-
casting station. Bv July 1922 there were
four hundred licensed etations and not a
single one of them had even coneidered the
idea of selling time for advertising, or
for eny other purpose for that matter.

Now a number of reference books will
tell you that the first radio advertieing
was of the indirect type, namely attaching
a commerciel name to a progrem (such ag
the AP Gypsies), without including direct
advertising. While thie was a common eerly
format it was precedsd by about eight
monthe by a more direct form of selling.
On August 16, 1922 stetion WEAF in New
York started up. This station was owned
by Americen Telerhone end Telegraph (I
diecussed this in my column in tre October
1977 IP). This was to be the first in a
propoeed chain of "toll broadcasting" ste-
tions. AT&T called its planned stations,
"radiotelephone” statione which they seid
would work like phone booths, which you
entered, paid s price, and talked to your
party. Under their rlen e pereon would
enter a radio station (a "phone booth of
the air"), pay a fee, and addrees the
listering public. There was e great deel
of public indignation to thie proposal and
AT&T hed to defend its plen in print, in
which it said ir pert “tret it wee against
the public interest tc¢ broadceet pure ad-
vertising matter. This experiment is to
see whether there are people who desire to
buy the right to talk to the public end et
the esme tize tell the public something it

14 like to hear,”

Anyway, ire stoli.n . R
August 16, 1922 and two weeks later the
first eponsor entered its “phone bootk on
tke eir." Un August 28, the first commer-
ciak I can document went out. Late in the

af'ternoon, the Queensboro Corporation
bought ten minutes for $50 tc sell apart-
ments in Jeckson Heights, Long Island, in
the roundabout way of talking mbout tke
benefits of suburben living. Tithin tkree
weeoks they had sales of &I27,000 thst threy
attributed directly to that ten minute
broadcest. The corporation then purchased
four more ten-minute afternoon segments
oend peic an additicnal $100 for an svening
reriod.

Even with this euccess, WEAF was
raving » tough time seliing time. In Sep-
tember only two more compsnies, Tidewater
0il end the American Express Company,
entered their "phone bootk." Total reve-
nues for the first two months of operation
were $550, but then the approech of Crrist-
mas brougkt in a number of depertment stores
including Mecy's =nd Gimbel's.

William H. Renkin of the Renkin ad-
vertising agency beceme irterested end
bought an evenirg period for $1CC to discuss
his field. bKe received a flock of letters
and cells and so the agencies now entered
the field. Even though a number of spon-
eors contracted directly with WEAF themselves,
the stetion insisted on raying their ad-
vertising sgencies the stendsrd 15 percent
commission, which then ercoureged thre
agencies. At the end of six months, F¥EAF
had sixteen sponsore.

Now, this advertising wesn't quite of
the type with which we are femiliar today.
It more or less took ths form of en educa-

tionel lecture trat worked ite way around

to ths sponsor in some indirect way. A
greeting card company, for examrle, offered
a talk on the history of Crristmas cards.

My favorite was the presentation by Gillette
on tre fachions in beerds since medieval
times. Thie ended with the dramstic

triumph of the esfety rezor {sort of Like
the Lone Ranger riding to t he rescue).
Stetion executives were very cautious. A
toothpaste company wanted to give » talk

on teeth end their care, but thre debate on
wrether anything as rersonal as teeth should
even be mentioned on the rir, wss = long
one. The toothpaste compeny finally won.
There were etrict rules, however: no prices
could be mentioned, store locations could
not be given, and ssmples could not be
offered.

Indirect esliing by sponsor identifi-~
cetion eterted on April 25, 1923 with the
advent of the Erownirg King Orcrestrs, spon-
sored by the Prowning Kirg clothing firm.
There wes no sel-s mmesrge end it was never
even mentioned that Browning King sold
clotting. Tris new formet quickly becezme
the roliey of VLAF end we then got the Ipane
Troubedours, Ciicuot Club Eskimos, 2nd the
ARP Cypsies, smong otlers.

Mher ctutions wented to get in on
gponsored EAVOrTlolliyg cus aiew - -
that it had tre "erclusive rishte” to whet
trey corsiderad to De simply one rhase of
the telepl.one busirees. The government
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started its investigations snd in time AT&T
removed itself from the broedcasting indue-
try, and we had the formation of NBC. Gov-
ernment action wee still required for ad-
vertising to become whet we know it to be.
While many reference oooks tell us that the
Radio Act of 1527 wes responcibls for the
commercial broedcssting system, the act it-
solf says nothing st all ebout the sele of
time. In fact there is only one sentence
in the whole document that migrt teve eny
reference at all, and that only steted that

& person or company buying time or furnisting

e program, had to bs identified. The first
code of the National Associstion of PBroad-
casters, adopted in 1928, esid "Commercial
announcements should not be brosdcast be-
tween seven and eieven p.m."

The fledgiing CBS network broke the ice
towards what we would recognize as commer=
ciels in 1929, when it was desperste for
sponsors in order to stey in business. This
led them to the firet mention of price, in
ads for Cremo cigers. Tre puolic wes told
that they cost five cents and were not msde
with spit. With the Cremo military bend
playing in the background, the announcer
yolied, "There is no spit in Cremol" Not
only was price mentioned, but in the very
same ad we dropped to tke poor teste shown
in commercials today. The floodgates were
no¥W opened and NBC issued en announcement,
that "after long consideration, the coapeny
has decided to alter ite policy with refer-
ence to the mention of price in commercisl
announcements.” Commercials es we now know
them, were on the air.

® 2 2 ¥ »
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EI BRJWN FONGRED

The New School, a mejor New York City
institution that offers instruction in all
facets of the arts, maede a special award to
Eimen Brown, creator and producer of the
CBS RADIQ MYSTIRY THEATER op the CBS Radio
Network, honoring his "half-century £ the
moving force behind redio drema in the
United States."

The honor wzs snnouncsd by Prof.
Richard Brown, who conducts the schook's
Eiectric uind Series end presented the
award to Mr. Brown berore some 600 studante
in the course on Wednesaay evening, Noveu-
ber Sth.

Hi Brown also served es a guest lecturer

thet night, discussing the history of
Americe=n radio, snd demonstretsd for the
students how a JYST:HY TVEAT R script is
recorded.

As an examrle, he provided a seript
of ths classic 1940 radio broadcast
“Frankenstein", based on the original ary
Shelley sook, and directed Prof. Prown and
several students in parforming the drame.

Trke ew=rd to Hi Bcuwn consisted of a
specially designed plaque featuring a
repiices of a miniature cathsdral radio »nd
s bronze plate that reads: "For Hi Brown.
For e helf-century his $alent and energy
have fussd the art of ths drama tnd the
magic of rsdio to captivete a nation. With
love and eppreciation from the Electric
Mird Series at the New School,™

Hi 3rown began his sroedc-sting career
as a teencge mctor, but jguickly moved into
production when he sold "The 3ise of The
Goldberge". He subsequently produced and
directed a long list of dramstic serimls,
including "Dick Trecy", "Joyce Jordan,H.D.",
"Terry and the Pirates" :znd "John's Other
TAfe".

In 1937 he turned to once-a-week
dramas and created, produced erd directed
such populsr progrems as “"Grand Central
Station", “The Thin Men", "Bulldog Drummond
"Inner Sonctum lysteries” and many others.

In January 1974, the C:S Kadio Network
brought him beck to America's sirweves es
erestor, producer and director of the CBS
RADIO MYSTERY THEATZR, which will go into
its gighth year the begirning of 1981. The
series rrovides five dramas esch week on
affiliate ststions of the C:S Radio Drema
Network, and has won many accoledes mnd
honors since its inception.

* » * * *
IAPE LIBRARY: -
LIBRARY RATES:2,00' reel=$1.25 per
month; 1800 Treel=$1.00 per month;
1200* reel=$,75 per month;cassette~
$.50 per month, Postage must be
included with all orders and here
are the rates:for the USA and APO~
50¢ for one reel,25¢ for each add~
itional reel;25¢ for each cassette.
For Canada:$1.25 for one reel,75¢
for each additional reel;75¢ for
each cassette, All tapes to Can~
ada are mailed first class,

REFLRENCE LIBRARY:A reference lib-
rary exists for members, Members
should have received a library
list of materials with their mem-
bership. Only two items can be
borrowed at one time,for a one
month period., Please use the
proper designations for materials
to be borrowed. When ordering
books include $1.00 to cover
rental,postage,and packaging.
Please include $ .50 for other
items. If you wish to contribute
to the library the OTHC will copy
materials and return theoriginals
to you. sSee address on page 2,
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Once again the Holiday Inn in Bridge-
port, Connecticut waz the site for the
Friends of (ld Time Radio Convention.

Jay Hickerson treated us to another
day of old radic and nostalgia., Actually
the convention began Friday evening with
cocktails, dinner and movies.

On vaturday we were all given a chance
to buy a variety of tapes, books, ricturees,
posters and other items. It also gave
everyone a chance to meet and telk with old
friends, people we had not seen since last
year's convention.

As the day rogressed, we were able to
take advantage of teaching, sound effects
and acting workshops. Tom Delong, an ex-
pert on radio music discussed his new book.
Richard King, an expert in radio premiums,
did an excellent joo as tke radio trivia
quizmaster. Raymond Zdward Johnson also
gave us another one of his friglrtening
readings. The panel discussion gave us a
chance tu heer Welter Gibson discuesing the
creation of the Shadow.

As alweys the highlight of the con-
vention was the presentetion of old redio
showa. An episods of Strange was narrated
by Welter B. Gibson. Thie was followed by
an episode of Inner Senctum narrated by
Raymond idward Johnson. The highlight of
the day, in my opinion, was the efternoon
presentation of Cinderella from the Lot's
Pretend Show. Artrur Anderson was able to
gather together such former "Pretenders"”
as Bvis Juster, Gwen Davies, Don Hughes,
Sybil Trent mnd BEill Liptom. In the process,
one of the moat realistic and finest pro-
ductions was portrayed before e full house.
One could easily feel the excitment and
enthusiasism exhibitsd by trese fine actors
and actreeses whro were coming togsther for
the firet time in ovsr 25 years.

Al though soms of thes scheduled guests
were unabls to attend, we were stiil ablas to
mingle with such former stars of radio as
Lee Allman, Alice Reinherd, 3oss Rio, Ien
Martin, Jackson Beck, Ted Msllie and otkers.
For at least one weekend we were able to
turn the clock back to the "Goiden Days of
0ld Radio.”

Skows
Dourles {eeney

Foreign Lenguege
By:

I am sure ely cf us,
a footosll game or mn old radio show, have
passed a foreign languege show on the dial.
Fithout peying any attention to tke show,
the diel is quickly turned to the next
etation.

Rarely if ever is any attention given
to these unusual sounding programs. My
article will be devoted to tre foreign
language shows broadcast in Western New
York. Obviously these programs will be of
little interest to readsrs in Des lioines,
Peorim or 5an Diego. Nevertheless I am
hoping trat the artide mighkt prompt othere
to investigate simiiar shows in their own
area.

Most of these shows are similar in
that they are generslly operated on a small
budget, include popular foreign mueic, news
and commercials in that foreign language
and are frequently brcadcest from s private
tome or & hall rather than a studio. Fre-
quently the show is religious in nature.
Normally the only vart of the show in
English is the strtion identification.

The Neapolitan Serenads with Emelino
and Mery Rico hae been on the sir for fifty
years. The sho# is presently on THLD “on-
day through Seturday, 10:1230-11:30 in the
morning. In its esrlier deye tris Itslian
langusze stow was on TEBR and WBNY. 1In
addition to tle normsl progremming the
Rico's also include Itelian operas and
some comedy. Now professionel arnouncers,
the ico's two sons, Joe snd Lenny, geined
their early experisnce working with their
parents.

Matt Korpanty and Polonim Verieties
hes been on the air for forty yesrs. It ie
presentiy on THLD everyday Monday through
Saturday, from 1300 and 2500 in the after-
noon. Recently the shkow was invalusble in
bringing news of the Labor unrest in Polend
to the laczl Polish community.

verskell Shervan's Ukranian Redio Pro-
grem is slso on WHLD Monday through Satur-
day, 2100-3;00 in tha sfterncon. Sharvan'e
redio progrem hes been on the radio for
close to thirty yeers.

Euffslo like many cities east of the
Missiseippi River was originally populated
by the waves of immigrants arrivimg at the
turn of the century. Our locel redio ste-
tions kave not forgotten the cultural end
educatioral needs of the sons ernd deughters
of these immigrents.

Jasinaki Bows

wkile looking for

35ﬁ‘ We are informed that Stan
carry on with radio, however,
nducting a Pol m over

show will ‘be at &: r.'u.ixd':',:-.'-
2w

—

2/71/50

* * * L4 *
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Racism Ir Old Tima Rsdio
By: Gere Tredford

Wrile attending the recent Frierds of
0l1d Time Redio Convention at Bridgeport,
the convers:tion digressed to tre subjiect
of recism in Old Time H.dio reaulting
meinly from an upcoming article to be
printed ir Coliectors Corner.

It has always been my observetion that
recism in itself is e very misused snd mis-
underetood subject; teking it's gerer«l use
in todeys society as © roliticel rloy. The
purveyore of social discourse elwsys teke
licenee with word “racism” to curndemr any-
thing thet might be considered treditionsl
in enother time. To prove tris stetement,
you need only compare the words "ethnic(ism)}"
and “"racisa" for e more objective picture
of this contrived confusion. Rscism is def-
ined by Websier s ™"the assumrtion that
psychocuitural traits snd cepecitios ere
determined by biological race ard thst races
differ decisiveiry from one enother which ie
usually coupied with e belief in the inher-
ent superiority of @ particuler race rnd it's
right to dominate over others."; whereas
ethnic is "relating to community ot phrysical
and mental trzits possessed by the members
ef m group es a product of their common
heredity and culturel treditions; heving or
originating frcm raciel, ldnguistic end cui-
turel ties with a specific group.” The
mejor difference in tre ecedamic use of the
words can clearly be distirguished by the
centering upon rece as a chief interest in
the cese of racism while ethric concentrates
on culture and lingustic tresits to esteblish
or depict groups.

In any discussion of r=acism in Uld Time
Radie, the first program mentioned is, of
course, The Amos and Andy Srow. However, I
openly defy anyone to show in any wey thst
this program evsr attempted to assume the
superiority of eny r-ce or to essume the
right of one rece to dominate arother. It
is, of course, true thet Gosden snd Correll
adapted certain linguistic cherecterizmtions
of American Negros of thet day vhich was
certainly better than todays street lenguage,
but, this was no more demeaning than the
simitar use of dimlect by Lauck and Goff in
wum and Abner or archie in Duffy's Tavsrn.
Both Eddie Cantor and Al Joison reverted to
yiddish reguserly on threir programe. Lemg-
uege in itseif cannot be the bmsis for ra-
cism. Likewise the foolish antics of these
characters never attempted to show inferi-
ority of sny race or the supsriority of
another. This w:s pureiy "ethnic humor"”
and nothing eise. The Beusah Show is
another often masigned program which in ay
opinion is unwarranted simpiy beczuse the
main character usumiiy came off as the
wisest of the bunch; there was no c.se ef
raciem in thie show. Life With Luigi de~-
picted am immigrent with orokem Engiish whe
often was the terget of ignorence. Agsein,
howover, there wes ne attenpt to sxpleit
a dcminete race.

A epecial cese may bte mede in ile use

of reciel slurs end irruenco aimed st
Eddie "rcclester™ Arndersen of the Jack
Fenry Lhow. Te must remember thoughk, that
the formet of tris progrem wes nct thet of
& situation comedy, but s vericle of
Benny's style as » sterd-up comic. In the
centext of a “one linar* tyre of joke,
tris was often belicvved tc be ad-1ib zpone
teinecus humor whick elsc cfiern wae aimed
at other membert of the cast and did rct
fecus on Anderson. Certeinly no cne ever
evolved fror tret show as superior rece-
wise., 4inderscn’s corpleint in later yeers
centered upon kis Type-Ceeting and not eny
racial misuse. Thir is e compleint suf-
fered by meny performere in redio and
television.

The integrity cf 0ld Time nadio ie
sbove rerrosch. We cannot judge yesterdsys
redio by todeys stenderde of virtue or
Justice. ud Time Radio wes 2 one dirzen-
ceionel medie depending entirely on the id-
entifiable use of lenguege to set the :cene
for its comedy end drama. Todays tech-
nclogy cffers the sight to sound to delin-
iate the cleracters by comperison. As
previously steted, the use of linguistics
or dietects cunnot of themeslves be used to
prove ary i1l intent of radio comedy or
drama. The progremming intent end meening
must be the only cvidence of the purity of
0ld Time Redio. My exeminetior of the meny
shows broadcest or Network Radic of the
Golden !rs fsils to fird any shkow that fo-
cused or rece me an issus itself or assumed
any surericrity cr dominance for any rece
or creed. I, thsrefore, finéd Q1d Time
Radio not guilty cf the ckerges of rrcism.

To trose of you who may have missed
the pcint I heve mede in the foregoing by
confusing recisrm witl eimple discrimiretion,
I will only say that you have indeed led a
sheliered life. The fzcte of discrimina-
tion ere all sround us erd the application
to every day life Feve nothing to do with
racism in gener:l, but primerily witkr hu-
men neture itself. People discriminate for
e variety of reasons snd mot juet against
other peorle but egeinst trings fnd objects.
Furthermore, rhilesophy in its true stete
is nothing but diecriminetion. Your boss,
wife, son, deughter, neigkbor, clergymen,
etc. (not necessarily in thst order) will
all ¢t one time or enothsr discriminete
ageirst you for one reeson or enother simply
because trey will not sgree with something
you do. This is the esssnce of discrini-
netion. It's everywhere grng. Sc den't
write me letters telling me yocu do not
egree witk t he wey the Policemen in Amos
end wndy treated your hLeros urless you cen
skow that he did it to zrove 'is superiore
ity end dominence of his race. Just esk
yourself tlis questions wculd it heve beer
eny less effective if either of tre chertc-
ters were Ckirese. If your snsrer is "yes"
then you +re in & lot of troubls ths=t only
¢ strink cen streighten cut.

FE¥YT TIMZ: Sexism ir Jld Time Redio
(honest?)



CHARACTERS FOLLOW
THEM IN BUSINESS

Amos ‘n’ Andy Find Identities Lost

in Radio Parts 7. oo
7:00 “Amos 'n’ Andy” are Amos ‘n’ Andy .
even in the business world.
Charles J. Correll, the “Andy"” of
the famous team, heard every night "n
except Tuesday over the NBC In the
Pepsodent program, found that out

- Jack, Mary, Phil. Dennie
Leughs, good humear, starring mngy when he "1;0'! ;Srhml‘;omhlfd‘ X m ,
Hattie McDaniel, Mon. thru Fri {nvestments To addton e bt Rochester” and all the res!!

Dess reply, he was forwarded a letter,
written by several of ths employes,
which was just the kind of a letfer
“Andy” instead of Charles J. Cer-
rell might have recetved.

The letter read in part: “We prom-
ise to make our revestors millionafres,
‘We takes the millions, they takes the
alr. We i8 regusted with you fo’
askin’ when yo’ get yoah Interest. We
is takin' plenty of interest in you by
gven answerin’ yoah lettes.”

When Incidents ltke this occur, Cor-
rell and Gosden may regret, with a
tinge of wistfulness, the merging of
their personalities with the charace
ters they portray. Millions of people
know ail about “Amos 'n’ Andy" but
the real names of the characters
lseem ¢estined to rematn relatively un-

known.

7:30 9:00

Amos "' Andy Life with Luigi

America’s premjere blackiace
comedy team returna tonighi!

Star ]. Carsl Naish welcomes
special quest Frank Sinatre.
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Momoirs Of An Amnesiec..

(with epologies to Oscar Levant)

Tre big gun cems riding into town con-
fident of his speed end accuracy...Tte
Place--tridgerort, Conn. The Occacion--
The 1980 (Old Time A:zdio Convention...The
Reeson=-To shoot down Deve Reeznick, lest
yeer's winner of the UIR Trivia Contest.

Tris was going to be my yesr. I'd
come back with the trcphy and bring Lonor
to the Buffalo Chapter of the CTRC. Thare
wag no way I could lose tkis one. I
ceme to win end win I would!!!

The night before the biy event, there
wes o get together of meny who would per-
ticipete the next day. In the course of
the evening trivia questions were thrown
out for grebs end answers were shouted
back...even a few right ones. T snswered
a few but generally held back--saving my-
gelf for the big showdown to come houre
away. It was going to be no sweet...a
piece of cake.

High Noon the next dey (ectually 3 p.m.)
1 strode into the room confident end alert
end ready for anything that might be ttrown
at me. Teking e seat toward the beck of
the room, I checked eround making sure that
no one would te able to see my enswers and
copy them on their own pspers. Can't be
too careful. Sitting toward the front of
the room, I spotted Resznick..Ha loocked
pretty confident..This might turn out to
be quite & contest at that.

suestion I...Very essy. BREveryone
probebly got thet one. Question 2..ilso
very eesy. I'll probebly get a perfect
score on thie quiz. Question 10...4 pic-
ture. He does look familiar but whet the
heck was his neme?...Juestion 19...Gee, I
used to know the enswer to that but I cen't
think of it right now. Man, look et
Keetnick--He's writing like med...Questicn
27...1 wonder hos the kid in front of me
answered thet one. Maybe if I lesn just a
little bit to my right I'l. be sable to see
whst he wrote...juestion 42...1 strrted to
sneak out of the room without enyone no-

ticing me. The l=st thing I tear &s I

reected up for thke Zoorknob wes the winner
(Cave Resgnick, of course) seying over tke
oA, system "Hey Eob, what the tell hep-
pened to you". Let me tell you that from
thet reint on it wes tre longest crewl in
history.

Afterwsrds, I tried to get hold of
Deve's trorhy so I could inscribe dirty
words or it, but the sonofsgun figured out
wk:t I hed in mind end wouldn't let me get
my hends on it. The worst prart of this

whole effair wes the trip home. I wes
riding with Kean Crowe and Cruck Seeley
and for 400 miles neither one of them
would talk tou me, end Chuck will telk to
a-n-y=b=o-d-y.

Seriously...Congratulations to Dava
Resznick end htope to see you again next
yeer.

Many of you will be glad to hesr thet
I got my reer chewed out by both Gene
Bredford end Jim Snyder for dropping the
Trivia Contest in the T.P. Trey suggested
that I might heve been & bit hasty and
should try egain lr meybe & slightly al-
tered formet... Something like eaaking some
questions end putting the answers in the
very eate issue with no prizes involved at
all. ®ell, to this, all T cen sey is e
very definite maybe.

Open letter tc
Joe Tebb...

First of ell, lst me sry thet I think
you guye are doiny e fentsstic fob with the
OTR Conventions, end thet you, and ell that
helr you, are to be commended for doing
whet must be a mind boggling job.

During trs dey I had heerd others
seying that it would be grest if the Con-
vention could be shifted to Nsw York City
in the future. At dinner thst niglt,
derred if the ssme conversetion didn't
stert up there. Generelly the feeling is
thet meny would like to come to town a few
deys ecrly and see the sights end vieit
the theeters =nd attend the convention
without tre hassle of double reservstions,
double trrvel arrengerents, double every-
thing to eccompiish the seme thing now.
Others wro heve treveled thouserds of =miles
from other parts of the country end heve
definite time limitetions, traveli back
tome without ever seeing New York, which
Futs just a bit of e demper on thre whole
thing. T feel that if it is at ell
possible, tre Convention should be moved
beceuse it would drew even a bigger crowd
end roseibly make it somewhet esmier to get
celebrities to sttend because of essier
access. I realize that it will pose ery

Jay Fickerson end

rumber of problems for you end your com-
mittee, but I for one ome hope that it
If not.

can be worked out. so be it, end
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THE STORY OF CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT

The Captain Midnight radio program was one of the most popular children’s shows of the 1940's. It
centered around the character of flying ace Captain Midnight (formerly Captain Albright) who had received
his nickname years before when he, as an army fiyer, returned from a dangerous mission at the stroke of
twelve, just in time to save the Allied cause.

The program was first aired in 1938, and during the early years (under the sponsorship of Skelly Oii -
Company) Captain Midnight and his friends belonged to an organization known as the Captain Midnight
Flight Patrol.

Late in 1940, a new sponsor (Ovaltine*) took over the show, and, at this point, the Flight Patrol was
superseded by an organization known as the Secret Squadron. As the story unfolded, Captain Midnight was
asked by the U.S. Government to head up this special new organization whose mission it was to assist federal
authorities in fighting injustice throughout the world.

Within the Secret Squadron, Captain Midnight was designated as SS-1. Captain Midnight's superior
officer at government headquarters was Major Steel, and his chief Squadron assistants were his mechanic
Ichabod Mudd (SS-4), and his young friends Chuck Ramsay (SS-2) and Joyce Ryan (SS-3). (Along with the
organizational and sponsor changes came a change in the name of the young female lead from Patsy Donovan
to Joyce Ryan.)

Chief villain of the entire series was Ivan Shark, mastermind of a worid-wide crime syndicate. Though
Ivan Shark was the central antagonist, his equally unprincipled assistant Fang and his evil daughter Fury were
often heard from. There were also other international bad apples, one of whom was the Barracuda, a sinister
figure of oriental ancestry.

During the war years, the villains regularly took on an Axis makeup, and that period saw Captain Midnight
and his friends continually rushing from adventure to adventure in a never-ending effort to make the world
Secure once more.

In the early 1950, the program spawned a television version (also sponsored by Ovaltine in its initial
release), but the show is primarily remembered for its tremendous success on radio.

Each program began with the bong...bong...bong of a striking clock, the sound of airplane motors, and
the announcer shouting "Cap-tain Mid--nightt!" Each program closed with the announcer wishing each
listener “*Hap-py Land-inngs!”

in a well-planned campaign to heip the audience feel more a part of the program, the sponsors, over the
years, offered numerous pins, medals, and decoders to young listeners. These premiums were always
available by mail for a small sum plus a boxtop or some other evidence of having purchased the Sponsor's
product. It is with pride that we offer you a carefully crafted replica of one of these items.

»

* Ovaltine continued as the program's sponsor from this point untit Captain Midnight left the air in the 1950's. It is with this
product that the program is perhaps most often associated in the minds of thoss who remember listening to it

Lid g\': ;ﬂu would not have been possible without the interest and petient cooperation of officials of Shelly Oit Company and
ne. TP A

CAT,
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Merry Christmas!

And 1953 will be no exception !
Just look at all the ways

we’re going to say it this year
(and say Happy New Year, too!)

SUNDAY—December 20, 1953

of Christmas Music by American

t:00 P. M. & in " Eierarant Toreian
ungn. of thelr ancestors,
“And Children 8ing.”

2:30 P. M.t Yok PRI
)

"
6:00 P M. SC0n. S Vlgior i’ ™
7:30 P M, 20 4005 oy e Lo

$:00 P, M, Lomst Siypers e suerey
(Halimark Carde)

11130 P, M, The b by 90 wic e
Miesourl, ovar CBS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, (983
TS P, M. rifm:x.’cmfrmté‘nuﬂ ot
nk & Tru 0.)
CHRISTMAS EVE—
Thursday, December 24, 1953

Carols By ths New Hartford A

TadB P Ma E500, Do (Conerat Electric
OMDA Y}

Meet Mr, McNutiey” in Christ.

9100 Po My 000,00 eneral Electrie Com.

Youth Pra “A hrl
9=3° " "‘ Clr:I " byr Charles Dicks C.r i
lo:as " M. ero:v?"g:I:l": Chrietmas  Tres™

Midnight M old_ st
11186 Py M. e, R e o York:

CHRISTMAS DAY—
Friday, December 25, 1953

9:45 A, M, Ty, Sus S, Dernis Day

9:30 l- M. .!llhon Paabody’s Christmas Mes-

ag:
3:'5 P' M. If'"k nklatter and “All the Little
in

4:05 P. M,

M
B:15 P. M. ﬂl;e:ncghubﬂhl Christmas Mas.
1115 P My .S by Sappstia cholt
hiisaton Shonging. Pluse)
. “Stage Struck” Alfredo Aatoninl
8100 P M. o o ervnical somedy with
Christmas rot
“'A Chrigtmaa Story'’ by the Utica
10:00 P M. W5Cii Tnearance Campany Gand
and Chorus (Utica Mutaal Ineur-
ance Company)

NEW YEAR’S DAY—
Friday, January 1, 1954

1:45 P, M- Bowl| Football Gnm&—
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IN 1942, IRVING BERLIN WROTE
NG CROSBY

- /e | ‘4
 LICE THEIR HOLIDAY CLASSK, BOTH WERE DURABLE.
EACH WAS GOING STRONG AT 70. . . CROSBY SOiD
OVER 300 MILLION RECORDS. . .BERUN WROTE MORE
THAN 900 SNGS.. TER WIS WAL AGAN
BRIGHTEN THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON.

“The PAS Teevsion Shew shost agng. o/, /5

* * & x %

RETURN WITH US T0... B
FATHER _
COUGHLIN %5

‘When you take care of your radlo
you sre releasing vitai supplleo for
fighting radic enginears! We'il
kesp your radio weorking . , ., for
the sake of our fighting men!

708 Varick St

RADIOS WIN BATTLES |

: 1813
[__Rvenimis xeapt Tusa.—Thurs. -

4/10/3¢

BEACON |

| UBE OF TELEVISION

"IN GENERAL BADIO
BROADOASTING SEEN

wu:y:nuw, b. ¢, 4pril 10.—
‘Within &, year and football
games will Dy
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NICGE CARTER
THE CRPSTIAL MPSTECR D

NICK CsRTER AND THE MAGIC TYE

CHAPTER 1

MYSTERIOUS OCCURRZNCES

“I tell you, Carter, takins it all to-
gether, it is the most puzzlirg effeir that
has come to my notice in my entire experi-
ence."

It was ihe commissioner of police of
New York City wko spcke. The two men were
seated together in the office of the com-
missioner where Nick Certer had celled in
responae to a letter received that seme
morning from the official,

"If you will give me tha facte of the
case, commiesioner, chronciogically, just
as you know sbout them," replied the de-
tective, emiling, "we wily try to get down
to cases.”

*Qh, I'l)l do that in a minute, Nick.

I heve had several of our best men on the
case; in fect, they ere on it nowj dut
there hae been no resurt. The firat case
of the kind that was brought to my atten-
tion was the robbery of Jasper Goiding."

"Jesper Golkding? The banker?”

“Yea."

*Tels me sbout thet.”

"He called here one morning about this
time, and asked to see me slons. I sent
my secretary from the room, and listened to
wkct he hed to ssy."

"Yes.™

"The suoetence of it was es foliowss
Ke red oeen stroiiing rether eimlessly
down Eroadwey, lete in the efternoon of the
preceding day, he toid me, and erriving at
tke corner of Thirtieth Street----"

“%hich corner, commissioner?”

*Tre southwest corner."

"Al1 right. Go ahesd."

“Upon arriving at thet corner, tis
ettention wes asttrrcted by e 'hawker® who
hed erected a tripod stend just around
the corner in Thirtieth treet. The stand
supported & sult-crse iyiny oren, snd
arrenged upon it wes = nedley of articles,
mostay fiesh jewelry, colter-buttons, =nd
things of th=t sort."

"Yes."

"He told me th:t tte thing thet at-
tracted his attention~tre -rticle tt=t

drew rim ecroes the psvsment to heve a
closer look et it, was a very remerksbie
crystal that occuried the cerntral point
of the diepiay.”

“A erystea? fore likely it was
gless."

o: thet wes = point upon which te
irsisted. I suggested thet it wss glass,
but re told me thet he is en expert sbout
crystaas. They ere & sort cf s hobby
witk him, and he insisted thsrt this was
the finest one re ever ssw."

"Werat"

"It wse very lerge, cut round like a
beis 1n tne rirst prace, end efterwerd
recut into r:-cets, .ike e dicmond is cut;
you understerd?"

"Yes."”

"te seid tket he inctantiy recosnized
the frct tret it wss e genuine crystsl,
and a superb one, s=nd he wond2red thst it
should be there in the aidst of thz cheap
dieplay tist surrounded it."

Mo doubt."

"Eis idea whan he startei toward ths
man who owned lhe display was to question
tim ebout the crystel, and possibly to
rurctase it to edd to kis collectiong hut
he does not ramember thet ne said enything
to the men sbout it, 9fter sall."

“Loes nct Xu BYELK thet he did so?

I do rot understend that."
“I will tell you exsctly what re told
me."

"Axl right.”

"He did not recell thret ke had seid
enyiring to ike 71en et all moout it.wither
the crystal fescinated rim, or gomething
affacted him retrer utrang:ly he thinks,
for rresertly pullsd his eyes mwsy f{rom
it #itk difficulty, erd walked ewey."

"It wss not until he ted rone seversl
2locks down Zrcoedwey--wss zt the corner of
Twenty-sirth “treet, in fect--that hs dis=
covired he “1:d beer rodhed." ’

"Wrile he stcod in front of thre
koxker’s stand?”
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"He doesn't know wbout that. Fe only
knows thet ke had oeen robbed. hen ana
where it happened, he had, trd has,no idea."

"There isn't very much tc that story,”
remarked the detectivs, with & smile,

“No. Tkhat is whzt I ttought et the
time. It is what I setid to him about ity
and I would never huve thought there wes
much to it, if it were tre only cuse in
which the hawker and his crystzl fizures.
tut before 1 go into them, I will finish
with Golding."

"If you piease."

"He hed seven hundred doliers in money
in kis yockets at the time he stopped to
look et the crystel . ke also wore a diz-
mond ring, & diamond scerf-pin, and a
valuable weich."

"Wrich were also taken, I suppose?”

"{n the contrery, tney were untouched.”

"And only the money was missing?®

"unly the monsy; nothing else.”

"That would suggest that Golding might
heve been mistaken about having had that
anmount in his pockets at the time."

"So I suggested to him; but he is
positive.”

"Or that he io0st it out of kis pockets."

"1 suggested that, =lso, but he scouts
the idea, insisting that he knows it was in
his pocket Less then five minutes befors ke
storped on that corner.”

"How does he kroow that it was there?
Did he teke it out of his pocket?"

"No! it was, he told me, in a roll, in
kis right-hend trousers pocket. Fe recalls
feeling ity presence there with his hand,
Sust oefore he mcde that stop.”

“"How long wes ke there in front of the
hawker's stend?"

“He doesn't know exactliy. Le says it
must keve been & short time, although rain
was faliirng gentiy when he turned away, and
he does not recall that rain had begun to
fall when he mede that stop."

"Possibly some one brushed againat rim
white he stood there lLooking st the crystel,
and so ricked kis pocket.”

"] suggcested that, slso. e says he
does not remember that any one did so, and
is sure he would recall it if such a thing
had occurred. e insists that he is alweys
particular about avoiding such things es
that."

"well, cowmissioner, or. the fuce of it,
there isn't much to tkat ce=se, es it stands.”

"That was precisery my owm estimate of
it. In fact I paid very little ettention to
it, save to send a couple of my men up thsre
to look the men over, who hes the crystal.”

"kell? That did they find?"

"Nothring, Not even the men with the
crystal.”

“Oh, I see! ‘ell2"

"Trer. cuue *he compleint of Judith
Waring."

*The actress?™

"Yes."

"What is her story?"
"In effect it is much the swnme as

Golding's. Lkw was walking up Fifth

avenue elone, on her way to a luncreon at
tre %olland ‘ouse. At the corner of Tventy-
fifth itreet, nesr the Worth monument, she
sew a hawker with kis tripced stend, dis-
playing weres. Ordinarily she would huve
pessed directiy by, but & besutiful crystsl
thet occupied the center of the disrlay
attracted her attention, erd she stopped.”

"Teli?"

"Like Golding, she is not sure sbout
the length of time she remeined theres, but
believes it to heve been only a fe: moxzents.
Then she went or her way. Now, right here
ie something strange."

"Trat is it?"

"She had left the Fifth Avenue *otel
allowing herself just sufficient time to
walk to the Hollend to be in time for the
luncheon. To her surprise, when she ar-
rived there, she was fifteen minutes lete--
more than the time it should tave taken
ker to walk the entire distance.”

“Thet is righty but the difference in
time of clocks---"

"She went by her own wsich."

“Well; go on."

"As she seated herself st the tsble,
spologizing for her tardiness, she put her
hand to her throast--a hrabit sre tams, she
tells me--to see if ker brooch, a very vsl-
uable one, was in placs. It wes gone."

"It might have fallen off."

"4 valueble diemond ring thet she had
worn on ter finger, end which could not
have fellen off, you will admit, wae also
missing.”

"I suprose she did not forget to wear
it thet day; eh?"

"No. And that is not all. She carries
a gold chatelaine bhag., Then she started
out, it conteined one hundred dollers in
bilis, even money. Thet was also missing.”

"You ere getting interesting now,
commiseioner.”

"I'1l1L be more so0 before I teve fim=
isted, Nick."

"All right.”

“Her other rings, also of consider=
able value, tre gold bag et her belt, end
¢o forth, had not besn disturbed.”

"Humph! It wes the seme hswker, T
surpose?” 4

"lvidently. The description of thre
crystel is the same. Trere was no dress-
guit c¢+se in ttis instencs. Tre wares
were dieplayed on a sguere riece of vel-
vet, srread on e bosrd, or something of
tre sort,"

“%hat did you do in this case?"

""ket coutd I do? Nothring."

"Does Migs ":ring recsll thet people
crowded her wrile ste stood there?”

"On the contrary, she insists that
she stood there guite elone.”

"Did sre terk with thke meni”

"Ssre says not. Shre did intend to
zsk hkim something sbout thre beautiful
crystel, but ste did rnot do so."

"hy not?"

"She does not krow. The whrim took
ker sudderly to go or Fer wey, end she
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started without seying s “oré to him."
"and ste is not cure how lerg ste
stcod thare?®
"No, But for tre f-ct trat ste wes
late 2t the Hullmnd, she would insist
that it wes not three minutes all tcld.™

* % CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE » *

H_LBw “COOL AMDP COMFORTAME" 1
TODAY and THURS. f

CHARIE AND HIS COUNIRY COUSIN-
“MORTIMER"
wiTH

11c
17¢

ROBMAY CUMMINGS
CONITANCE MOORE
JOMN SUTTOM
EDGAR XENNEDY

s FEATUNE et .
JOAN FONTAINE and RICHARD DIX
. ln “MAN OF CONQUEST”

* * % % % =

BANL CLEARING THE AIRWAYS IINMHUNMNIMEIINIIN

rirst of mll, I went to thank Xean ror
his essistsnce in meking tre trensition of
editors as smootl as rossidle. 1 plen to
make some minor ckenges in IP such -z Nick
Carter, but his does not mean I belisve trat
Kean did not do an extellsnt job =s editor.
On the cortrery,
pecially since his mmin interests zre not
in old time redio. I did not always egree
with everything Keen put in TP, but I'11
dafend to the derth (or tre first rint of
prein) ks right as kditor tc put together
17 es he saw fit. I plan to kesr my com=
monts to a minimum in tke future, es I
would retker turn this spcce over to rend-
ers' comments, So please TRITE...let me
know how you like Nick Carter, our ex-
panded page count, the columns or snything
else.

Till next iscue, may you all "Keve a
Merry Christmes ard A Harpy Mew Yesr"}

R.4.0.
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YOUR HIT PARADE
at 8:00 p.m.

Frank Sinatra heads the glit-
tering cast of this superb program
of the ten top tunes of the week.
‘With Frank you'll hear & corps of
expert vocalists, and the masic of
Mark Warnow s orchestra, as Your
Hit Parade rolis smoothly along.

TAPESPONDENTS :Send in your wants
and we'll run them here for at
least two months,

Patrick Carr,AV Director,Villa
Grove Schools,Villa Grove,Ill=
inois 61956.-We are looking for
reels or cassettes of *he show
DEATH VALLEY DAYS., We have a
collection of nearly 2,000 radio
shows on reels which we would
like to trade, Send Catalogue.

Gene Bradford,19706 Elizabeth St,,
St. Clair Shores,Michigan 48080,~
Wants TOM MIX STRAIGHTSHOOTERS,
SKY KING,and JACK ARMSTRONG
programs. klso, E"x10" photograeph of

Curiey Brudley, suitebla for fram-
ing, in the Tow Mix shirt (circa
1940's) as soen in “The Big Proed-
cest". Till trade photos, premiums,
redio shows or cesh,

D.P.Parisi, 36 Ardmore Place,tuffalo,
wefs 14213=3elling a major share of
my 0ld Yime Hadio shows. "hese are
My masters. 1600'-1200' reels, Your
choice at ,5.00 per reel plus 25¢

per reel postage. :uge catalog 2,00,
-y baley,u37 -o. Center,Jorz,, ..
164,07-Interested in any 2nd genera~
tion tapes. #ill return same. Com-
edies,adventure serials,detective,
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Christmas Morning
Presents for Everyone

“AND MERRY CHRISTMAS
TO ALL OF YOU!”
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