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THE OLD TIME RADIO CLUB

ORMATION:

Club dues are $13.00 per yr,
from Jan. 1 through Dec, 31. Mem-
bers recieve a membership card,
1ibrary lists,a monthly newsletter
(The Illustrated Press),a semi-
annual magazine (Memories),and
various special items., Additional
family members living in the same
household as a regular member may
join the club for $2.00 per year.
These members have all the privi-
leges of regular members but do
not recieve the publications. A
Junior membership is available to
persons 15 years of age or younger
who do not live in the household
of a regular member, This member=
ship is $6,00 per year and includes
all the benefits of a regular mem=
bership. Regular membership dues
are as follows:if you join in Jan.
dues are $13.00 for the yearjFeb.,
$12.00sMarch $11,00;April $10,00;
May $9.00;June $8,00;July $7,00;
Aug,, .0033ept.,$5.00;0ct, ,$4.00;
Nov,,$3.003and Dec,,$2,00. The
numbers after your name on the
address label are the month and
year your renewal is due, Remind-
or notes will be sent, Your re-
newal should be sent in as soon as
possible to avoid missing issues,
Please be certain to notify us if
you change your address,

THE ILLUSTRATED PRESS

T US! PRESS is the monthly
newsletter o e Time Radio
Club,headquertered in Buffalo,N.Y.
Contents,except where noted,are
copyright 0 1979 by the OTRC.

All rights are hereby assigned to
the contributors, Editor:Kean F.
Crowej Production Manageri:Millie
Dunworth;Graphics CoordinatoriCord
Besco, Send all contributions and
letters to the editor at 200 Wood-
ward Drive,West Seneca,N.Y.14224.
Published since 1976, Printed in
[U.SeAe
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CLUB ADDRESSES:Please use the cor-
Tect address ifor the business you
have in mind. Return library mat-
erials to the library addresses,

TAPE LIBRARY:Norm Giesler
312 Meadowlawn Road
) Cheektowaga,N.Y. 14225
(716) 664=3174
REFERENCE LIBRARY:;Pete Bellanca
1620 Ferry ‘Road
Grand Isla.nd,NéY.

1407
(716) 773-2485

LETTERS ETC. FOR THE ILLUSTRATED
PRESS:Kean Crowe
200 Woodward Drive
West Seneca,New York 1422l
(716) 674=6123

CLUB DUES:Dom Parisi
38 Ardmore Place
Buffalo,New York 14213
(716) 88k-200}

OTHER BUSINESS:OTRC
P.0.Box 119
Kenmore,N.Y. 14217

COLUMNISTS:tJerry Collins
56 Christen Court
Lancaster,N.Y. 14086
By Daley
437 South Center
Corry,Pannsylvania

16407

Chuck Seeley
294 vietoria Blvd,
Kenmore,N.Y. 14217

Jim Snyder
517 North Hamilton St.
Saginaw,Michigan 48602

DEADLINEsfor IP 9=August 11th.
for IP #O-Septmbor 8th,
for IP #S51-October 13th,

agx_z_is%m:ul are $1,00 each,
postpald,except where noted, Out-
of=-print issues can be horrowed
from the Reference Library.

MEMORIES:Vol, 1 #1 ($2,00),#3,#,
:ISOIVol;:Z‘&-Ih ($2.00);

Vol. i, ’
IPs#3 (with SHADOW seript),#SA (RH
2 iao Spesiel #1),46. 150¢)
_.agk(uth part ene of LUX RADIO
TER Log).#‘\h (sog),#15 (50¢),
#16,#17,#1 8 ,RHAC/OTRC Special
#2,#9,$20,#21,8§23,42l,#25, #26,
e e )
37,838, 439, 860, K1, a2, 1,3, 4,
#S,H6,#17,
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Wireless
Wanderings

the bias of our radio and television
news broadoasts,and it certainly
does exist in at least two forms:
the selectivity of what is news and
what isn't,and in "editorializing"
or "commenting" on the newa, I
think that the audience is respon~
sible in large part for the latter
in that we demand more than the bare
facta in our news,we insist on an
interpretation of what the newa
means, I can relate a personal ex-
perience on this, Last summer I
apent a couple of weeks driving
around Ireland in a rented car. At
the time,there was a severe shortage
of gasoline in Ireland due to a
strike of the oil company tank truck
drivers, It was very diffioult to
find atations with gesoline at all,
and so it was a mejor ooncern to me
whether I should keep driving,as I
was,or if I should get the car back
to Hertz in Dublin while I still had
enough gas in the tank to get there.
I,of course,listened to all the news-
casts I could,to get as much infor-
metion as possible, In Ireland,how=
ever,the state=-run broadcasting net-
work prided itself on objective news
reporting. Thus,the only informa-
tion I could get was that Esac and
the union were meeting on the prob=
lem, Never any speculation on how
the talks were going,or how long ex-
isting gasoline supplies would lsst,
because that is exactly what it
would be,speculation,and they stuck
with the faots. I found this extre-
mely frustrating,

In the United States,we,on the
other hand,are often given mislead=-
ing information,because of this need
to explain,and thus speculate, To
illustrate this,let's take some of
the radio newscasts on Pearl Harbor,
on December 7,1941. Some of the
misinformation was simply error in
observation, For example,65 minutes
after the attack ended NBC carried
the following statement:"The city
of Honolulu has also been attacked
and considerable damage done," A
subsequent congressional invesatiga-

IHE ILLUSTRATED PRESS

tion showed that there were about
forty explosions in Honolulu itself,

Only one of these was from a Japsn=~
ese bomb, The others were all the
result of Ameriocan anti-aircraft
fire, Total 4 e in Honolulu was
only about a halfemillion dollars,
Seventy minutee after the attack
ended,Uptan Cloase,apeaking from San
Francisco said,"The only thing left
there now as the result of the firat
attaok are a few parachute troops
wandering around on the sand on the
north end of Oahu Island.,® Of
courase there were no paratroopers,
although this report could have been
the result of aseeing two or three
Japanese pilots who parachuted from
their damaged planes. These kinds
of newa errors oan be easily under-
stood based on what people thought
they saw during the heat of the
battle,

The commentary,however,went
beyond obaerved facts (or errors),
into the area of pure and inaccurate
fantasy, In the same broadcast,men-
tioned above,Upton Close mentioned
the sinking of "several ships" off
the coast of California, That was
pure rumor with no baais in fact.
Later in this broadcast,Close was
speculating that the Pearl Harbor
atteack had been instigated by a
small group in the Japanese navy,
who would now be thrown out by the
Japanese civilian government,which
would then agree to all American
demands in order to "repudiate the
action", He then goes on to say
that Secretary of State,Cordell
Hull,may have deatroyed any possi=-
bility of this because of the rough
things that he had said to the Jap-
anese envoys who were in his office,
This would cause them to lose face
and thus Hull was.the one who had
destroyed any chance of peace,

Three-and-a=quarter hours af-
ter the attack,George Fielding Ell-
iott was saying on CBS,"It should be
emphasized that this attack is of a
suicidal naeture from which few of
the ship's aircraft and personnel
participating have any hope of re-
turning,” 1In reality,the Japanese
stated that 92% of the planes retur-
ned to their ahips,and even the
United States claimed that 86% made
it back safely, Elliott went on to
say,"This procedure (the second wave
of Japanese planes) will cersainly
lead the heavy American bombing
Planes to the carriers,and the fact
that the fleet has sailed from Pearl
Harbor probably indicates that an
attempt to round up and destroy the
carrier is now in full swing." In
reality,the ship that left Perl Har-
bor did so to flee to safety,and
there were no heavy bombers left,
That sounded good for American con-
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sumption,but was speculation based
on his own imagination,not on facts.

Five hours and ten minutes
after the attack,Fulton Lewls,Jr.
went on the air for MBS, "The att~
ack on the ships in Pearl Harbor
(was) a very foolish thing,as a
matter of fact,suicidal fool~hardi=-
ness as a matter of fact,because the
Japanese rust know,as all the rest
of the world knows,and all the rest
of the navies and military men of
the world know,that Pearl Harbor is
the one invincible,absolutely invul-
nerable base in the world." Facts
of five hours earlier certainly gave
lie to this atetement. He then went
on even further to speculate that
the pilots of the planes weren't
Japanese at all,but perhaps Germans
or Italians.

How here was a time of nation-

al distress,and people felt a great
need for information., With little
information to.go on,partly because
of government censorship,the commen=
tators started building fantasies.
They were extremely optimistic,and
they certainly minimized the ability
of the enemy,
made that the public needed optimia=-
tic information to help get them
past this crisis. It would seem to
me,however,that this is the very
practice of Japanese and German
broadcasters,during the war,that
was severely criticized by our own
news organizations,who pompously
told of how the German and Japanese
citizens were being deceived,while
we were being told the truth.
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Perhaps a case can be |

He ptas in “The Iron Mountain
‘ventare into the heart of the Venesuelsn jungls and come out with aoe
of the greatsst discoveries of cur dey!

* Cavalcade of America WHAM
QI

TAPESPONDENTS:Send in your wants
and we'll run them here for at

least two months,.

Patrick Carr,AV Director,Villa
Grove Schools,Villa Grove,Ill=
inois 61956.=We are looking for
reels or cassettes of the show
DEATH VALLEY DAYS., We have a
collection of nearly 2,000 radio
shows on reels which we would
lilke to trade. Send Catalogue.

Gene Bradford,19706 Elizabeth St,.,
St. Clair Shores,Michigan 48080.-
Wants TOM MIX STRAYIGHTSHOOTERS,
SKY KING,and JACK ARMSTRONG
programs,

i

TONIGHT . . . HEAR |

DANE
CLARK

'”—mé'ﬂn.dnnn of four men—who

== Y 10

——————
TAPE LIBRARY:

LIBRARY RATES:2L,00' reel=$1.25 per
month;1 reel«$1,00 per month;
1200' reel=$.75 per monthjcassette=-
$.50 per month. Postage must be
included with all orders and here
are the rates:for the USA and APO~
50¢ for one reel,25¢ for each add-
itional reel;25¢ for each cassette.
For Canada:$1.25 for one reel,75¢
for each additional reel;75¢ for
each cassette, All tapea to Can~
ada are mailed firat class,

REFERENCE LIBRARY:A reference lib-
rary exists for members, Members
should have received a library
list of materials with their mem-
bership. Only two items can be
borrowed at one time,for a one
month period. Please use the
proper designations for materials
to be borrowed, When ordering
books include §1,00 to cover
rental,postage,and packaging.
Please include $ ,50 for other
items, If you wish to contribute
to the library the OTRC will copy
materials and return theoriginals
to you., See address on page 2.
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DON'T TOUCH THAT DIAL!

JERRY COLLINS

Once agaln it 1s time to delve
into the days of radio past.,

In the book The Broadcasters,
Red Barber tells of a very unusual
baseball game that he broadcast on

3* 3#* 3

When Walter Winchell attacked
both the politicianas and the voters
during the election of 1942, the
sponsors,as well as the network,
began censoring his scripts.

One explanation for the gull-
1b111ty of the radio audience dur-
ing the broadcast of "The War of
the Worlds" might be related to the
r;ting of the Mercury Theater On
the Air. The ar Bergen-Charlie
Mchr%ﬂg show Eas a ratgng of 3.7
compared to the Mercury Theater's
Hooper rating of 3.6, Thus it was
estimated that up to six million
Americans turned from the Bergen
and McCarthy show to the Mercury
Theater during a musical interlude
some twelve minutes into the show,
Those radio listeners,that tumed
in- at this point,m1ssed Orson Wel-

les! introduction and tuned into
the "War of the Worlds™ at one of
its more frightening moments,

Until next month, "Goodnight all".

_MEET
CORLISS
ARCHER
On October 5,1921,HVZ (Newark,

rring
-JANET WALDO
New Jersey),with Tommy Cowan doing
the announcing,became the first ra-
dio station to'broadcast a World m‘” wm ”: w
Series game, Cowan received his
report on the New York Yankees and
New York Giants series over the
#* 3

New York City was the last
city to broadcast its games on the
radio, All three teams were opposed
to it. On the other hand,they were
the first city to broadcast their

the radio. During this college
game,a rattlesnake was killed under
the broadcasting booth,a long
freight train passed by outside the
fence behind home plate,and then
part of the stands ntarted on fire,

Qn August 5,1921 Harold Arlen
announced the Plttsburg Pirates and
Philadelphia Phillies game,the first
Ma jor League Baseball game announc=-
ed on the radio (KDKA).

3

telephone,
#

a8 MPNC Dy OO

TALULAH BAmaraD THE MOBTESS OF

Tras LABT-| Dtrcn A"EAPY BY NBC W

games over television, Larry Mac-
Phail was behind both changes, BRaAdEAST ‘:‘uc..,,.m e
# & &+

Aside from expenses,Red Barb-
er was not paid a salary for the
1935,1936,1937,and 1938 World Ser=-
ies, In those days it was consid- san.
ered to be an honor tglgo the;e Fon
games, In 1939,the G ette Comp~ THE CLOOMG et BATEAD
any paid Red Barber two-hundred- R e s meeh Yo
eighty dollars for the Yankees- fpnsafas o
Cincinnatti Reds series.

#

In the early days of radio,
the more popular shows would usuale-
1y do thirty-nine shows from mid-
September to mid-Jume,and then be
off the air for thirteen weeks,
During those thirteen weeks,summer
replacements,not reruns,would take
over.,

OMOESTRA LEADER MEREDITH
WILLBON WOLLO ACKNOWLEDGE
TALLUL AH'S HLSIY -VOICBO
INTRODUC TION OF rti Wi TH
THANKC YO MES AAPCEAL
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July 1,1980

Dear Kean,

Letters like this one should
he unnecessary,but considering the
problems the club has been facing,
especially in these last few months,
perhaps they are vital,

The last issue of "The Illus=-
trated Press™ I received was April
of 1980, (received by me on May 21)
since then I have heard nothing,.

I entered the last contest
the club had,I have heard nothing.

I hate to sound negative,but
does the 01d Time Radio Club still
exiat?

I realize the difficulty in
getting material and the time in-
volved to produce a publication
such as the Illustrated Press,and I
believe I have helped out when I
could to provide such material, IS
the Post Office to blame again?

Please let me hear from you
80 I know you're still out there.

Best,
Frank Amico

(((My deadline for the April IP (#45)
was April 14th. Approximately a
week later (say the 21at) it was
in Dom Parisi's hands,who gives
it to Millie Dunworth to print.
Since it is out of my hands at
this point,I can only guess at
what happened,but the printed
IP was probably back to Dom by
the first week of May., Dom then
gets the issues to Pete Bellanca,
who mails them to the membership,
Allowing about 5 days for the
slow mail delivery,it would ap-
pear that it took Pete over a
week to label and mail the 75 to
100 copies of the IP, I kept to
my schedule for the May-June IP,
80 I can't understand why you
didn't get it before this. I
can't,and won't do everything for
the club, If others screw-up,Il
have no control over it,butl can
at least print your complaints
here. The club still exists,al-
though some members may not want
it too. Moat people who blame
the Post Office for their troubles

are only covering up their own fail-
ings. -KFC)))

Dear Sir:

Enclosed$13,00 for a 1yr, sub,
I had thought not to renew,however,
I've decided to try one more year
in the hope that the club becomes
bigger and better than it is, I am
not criticizing what's being done
now,far from it, I enjoy all that's
being done now,colums etc,.,each
monthe I look forward to reading
them and I go over them and gleem
each small and important detail,
No,what I'm talking about is some-
thing special that would make others
want to join,that special something
that other clubs have. Spervac has
discs,and a chance to copy 1st gen~
eration material is an attractive
attention getter in itself,500 or
80 members attest to that.

The club has one thing going
and that is a monthly publication,
I've not renewed my subscription to
some because of that very fact, L
times a year to me just isn't enough
for $15,00,

I can offer one good suggeste
ion,first raise the annual fee to
$15.00,then,with the extra two dol=
lars (you're operating on $13.00
now),use it and run or two big con-
tests during the year offering cash
or good tape machines to the winners
(Teac is a good brand). Work the
contest into the publicizing cam-
paigns. The contest being open to
members only,build it up,form a
committee to come up with 100 hard
questions. I mean hard,relating to
OTR. I am sure from here you can
work out details, I'll run the
contest if you wish,from my home,
checking answers,etc, The prizes
must be big to attract new members.
Well,I've had my say, I hope it's
at least considered,

Sincerly,
Ed Carr

(((I hope 8o too,Ed, I'll leave
this letter for the members to
comment on, Membersa,I know you
are out there,let's hear from
you. =KFC)))

EDITOR'S WORD

No response as yet to my last
editorial. I've heard that the
issue was mailed out to members,I
haven't got mine yet,apparently
Pete Bellanca doesn't conaider the
editor of the IP as a member.

Thanks again to George Klos
for the reprinted material,

=Kean Crowe,Ed,
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Listening in
on what we've lost

RADIO COMICS OF THE 40s

hen 1 went into radio, practically
in its infancy, the big stars of
radio were Eddic Cantor and Chase
& Sanborn Hour, Rudy Vallee, and
Amos 'n' Andy and then Gracie and
myself, we came into radio, and Jack
Benny and Fred Allen and everybody
was in the first ten all the time be-
cause there were only eight acts in
radio, so we were all in the first ten
all the time.”—George Burns.
And & good time it was. Public tele-

vision brings it back for 90 minutes'

next Thursday in The Great Radio Co-
medians. George Burns, Edgar Bergen
and Charlie McCarthy, Jack Benny,
Bing Crosby, Jim (Fibber McGee)
Jordan and what's left of the Allen’s
Alley gang talk about themselves and
their past, the 1940s. There are film
clips and stills that, to my knowledge,
have never before appeared on TV.
And there arc the jokes that seem
to have been around since prehistory:

George Burmns: “‘Gracie, how's
your cousin?”

Gracie Allen: **The one who died?”

George: ‘‘Yeah.”

Gracie: *“Oh, he’s all right now.”
Or:

Dennis Day: ““You see this tie? My
girl knitted it for me for Christmas.”

Jack Benny: ““The tie? What are
those things hanging on the sides”"

Dennis Day: *‘She started to make
a sweater and changed her mind.”

r W. C. Fields inviting Charlic

McCarthy over to his house, and
*I’il let you ride piggyback on a buzz
saw.” Or Ficlds, again, asking Edgar
Bergen, “Where's the little wood-
pecker’s snack bar? Or . . .

But enough. In fact, the idea of a
ventriloquist act on radio is enough.
Listening to thecomedians talk about
their jump from vaudeville to the air-
waves—Gracic Allen was originally
the straight man, George Bumns the
wisecracker; Jack Benny comes on
Very Berious, and-ke of course invent-
ed the “pause” that allowed the lis-
teners to make up their own jokes—it
all comnes back, even the names of the
sponsors: Maxwell House Coffee
Time, the Lucky Strike program,

Page Seven

W.C. offers a Fieldsian invitation to his iittle friend

Johnson's Wax, in the day before we
worried about the loil of Lat-

been more than an hour of nostalgic

in America, lung cancer, ecology.
There was a war going on, but it-was
our war as well as Bob Hope's.

The weakest part of The Great Co-
mediars is the seginent devoted to a
re~creation of Allen’s Alley. Fred Al
len, of course, is gone, and imitations
of him don’t work. It seems to com-
pound TV’s crime against him, giv-
ing him a Colgate Comedy Hour and
a bunch of dancing girls. Unlike Ben-
ny, Burns & Allen, Hope and the oth-
ers, he couldn’t make the trapsition
to TV, and onc reason was that TV
just had to have dancing girls and
didn’t particularly tike the idea of top-

_ical commentary. The new skit the old
gang dreamed up for this program
falls flat, taking the edge off what had

’

Radio today is a bunch of semi-
naked storm troopers scattered on the
beach as though the sun had bombed

" them, with tramsistors strapped to

their brains; or a long tunnel of rock
mudcmmuhwhi:hml;unwlin
rodents in reated cars; or all-news
hysteria, body counts on the fault
lines of the impending global earth-
quake; or Muzak, Spam for the cars.
A form of distemper. Jack Benny said
it best:

“Imagine saying that I coukdn't
play Flight of the Bumble Bee at the
age of ten. I played Flight of the Bxm-
ble Bee 50 often, 1 got the hives.” We
got Johnny Carson.

by Cyclopa

Hollywood Restaurant Party with Rudy Vallee

Artist Henri Weiner visualizes Rudy Vallée sv host to radio mars at the Hollywood
Restaurant in New York where Rudy is master of ceremonies. You should bg able to
identify Rubinofl, Joe Penner, Kote Smith, Roxy, Ed Wynn, and Gertrude Niesen

RADIOLAND
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broadcasts  at Radio

—Hde 18 arid
Father Charles E. Cougblin, the
radio priest, as he addressed the
Natienal Monectary Conference
colled by Sepator Elmer Thomas
of Oklshoma, an avowed inflationist

Bing’s in the Money Now

@ An income of a quarter of a million

dollars a year is Bing Crosby's.
Radio contributes to this huge sum at
the rate of $4.500 a week and the bal-
ance comes from his movie contracts
and business enterprires. Pretty good
takings for a troubadour, considering
that bi; Twelfth Century precursors lived
upon crumbs and were sct upon by dogs
as they wandered about Franee twanging
their guitars. A penny was the cus-
tomary fee for the lyric poets of those
ays. LI T

Studio executives are alarmed ovar

Knluiting is the lotest craze
10 sweep the radio studios —
ull the wars wre doing it.
Here is Helen Pickens purl-
ing a few stitches between

City

of being a professional funny man .
Jack Pearl, the most serious and super-
stitious, is soclally the least active
Eddie Cantor is a professional worrier
and is constantly beset by some problem,
rcal or fancied . . . Jack Benny, always
suave and gem:l s a delightful com-
panion but-his mind is constantly alert
for possible gags for his impending
broadcast . . . Ed Wynn, a rival of Fred
Allen for mdnslry n resurrcctmg and
1nolding material to his uses, is a nalural
clown at performance time but in be-
tween times a very sober and sedate
fellow . . . Phil Baker, ally mild-man-
nered and even- -disp oned - becomes
upset when he thinks gag writer has
failed him . , . Walter O'Keefe is always
as crisp am:l ss smsrt ay he hopes his
material is.

By the time this issue of Radioland
appears. the chlnc re another muo::l
e

the growing use of amon|
musiciang. Itis a Mexican weed lmcked
by the tooters and fiddlers to give them
a better sense of rhythm. Like all nar-
cotics, marijuana has serious after-effects
and its addicts are more to be pitied than
censored, as the saying goes.

« s o e 0

Candid Camera Comic Closcups

@ Fred Allen, drollest and hardest

working of them all, prepares most of
his own material and devotes eightecn
hours out of every twenty-four to the job

26

be 1

Mutuai Broadcasting System which has
been qumly forming for some time.
WOR is the key station in New York,
WGN in Chicago, WLW in Cincinnati
and WXYZ in Detroit. These four have
been hooked un for months and they will
be supplementcd by stations extending
to the Pacific Coast.

s e s e s
Moral: Don’t be Original
@ It is a radio paradox that.the origi-

nator of an idea rarely reaps the
benefit from it. [For example, there is

R iy . Cee -

7~

o &0

ARTHUR

J.
KELLAR

Em, of Clers, Lu 'n Em, hus to ed-
dress Sambo, her cocker spaniel, in
the vign language because be is deal.
She thonght bhe was dumb too uniil
she discovered hii physical bandicap

Major Edward Bowes, who introduced
the amateur contests to the air from his
independent New York station, WHN.
For months he has been producing an
outstanding novelty program but no
sponsor has come forth to reward him
for his enterprise. In the mneantiine two
amateur periods are being sponsored on
the networks—Ray Perking handling one
for Feen-a-Mint on Columbia and Fred
Allen devoting part of his Town Hall
Tonight proceedings to the same style
of entertainment on NBC.

Vaughn de Leath originated crooning
and although a hundred other crocners
have commercial contracts she is stili on
sustaining. Nellie Revell was the first

RADIQOLAND




August 1980

THE JLLUSTRATED PRESS

Page Nine

Father Coughlin's League for Social Justice has won its first
skirmish, Recent defeat of the World Court in the United

kit ke .t skadinii

States Senate, by a narrow margin, is credited largely to the
avalanche of hlegrams of protest received by senators fol-
lowing & radio address by Father Coughlin in which he urged

his followers to demand that their ]ogxslafors vote "no’

to interview radio artists on the air. Then
Bob Taplinger, of the Columbia press
department, did & similar program for
his circuit. But it remained for Wallace
Butterworth, the announcer, to sell the
idea to a sponsor and John P. Kennedy
connected with a commercial modifica-
tion of the same type program.. While
the originator, Miss Revell, continues on
NBC sustaining.

s e s s 0w

JACK BENNY: I am king in my

household.
FRANK PARKER: Sure you are,
Jack. Wasn't I there the day Mary

crowned you?

Ben Bernie and his lads hate to travel
between towns in busses. Two misad-
ventures are responsible. Once in the
mid-West the driver fell asleep and their
conveyance toppled over in a ditch doing
a lot of damage to their i

T grese
Miscellany

@® Beatrice Lillie is a shooting gallery

addict. It is her favorite form of re-
laxation . . . Ted di Corsia of The March
of Time cast has written a novel . .
Notwithstanding his tragic death <ewr.ﬂ
months ago, the Russ Columbo Co-Lid
Club of Long Island is still carrying on.
They recemly arranged for a mass to Le
said in his memory at St. Malachy's
church, New York City . Composer
Simund Romberg is an incorrigible
practical joker . .. Bob Trout iz now a
member of Columbia's New York an-
nouncerial staff. For years he was sta-
tioned in Washington as CBS's presi-
dential introducer . . . Rudy Va.llég will
wear the_uniform of an Annapolis mid-
shipman in his next picturc, “Ule Vaga-
bond Lover has long nursed a desirc to
appear in military trappings in the
movies.

Roxy, who launched the careers of

Again in New England the bus skidded
and came to an abrupt stop by contact
with a tree. Some of the musicians were

cut by flying glass but none received
serious injury.

many artsts, is showing a
letter recently received from a chap in
Bangor, Maine. It reads: “Perhaps you
will remember me. A few years ago you
gave me an audition. When I finished
you asked what my occupation was. I

told you I was a bricklayer and you
advised me to stick to my trade. I was
good and sore at the time, but not now.
I stuck to my trade and now I own my
own contracting busine

“ e e

Fresh Slanguage

® Bozart., dcrived from the French

phrase beanr-arts, meaning fine arts,
i« a new word in the American language.
[t is dcfined as something above the
taste and comprehension of the vulgar.
So when you read Beatrice Lillie is a
bozart comédienne you know now what
the writer is trying to imply. Bu! to
your correspondent the adjective is mis-
applied in Miss Lillie's case. That trick
inflcction of hers whieh transforms a
perfectly nice word into one of naughty
implications wnay be bozart but at times
it appears downright vulgar.

« e s

Cole Porter, author of “You're The
Top.” fell afoul of NBC's ruling that the
original verses of ditties must be sung
on the air. Porter appearing as guest on
a program wanted to do s new set of
lyrics but NBC uld “No"—and he didn’t.
The regulation is the result of the pleas
of the song-writers themselves, They
object to their brain children being paro-
died by any old Tom, Dick and Hesrry
who feels the impulse,

Looks an il the organ

grinder’s pet monkey
docsn't appreciate the
opportunity of sbaking
hand» with Lawrence
Tibbett. It all bappened
at a costume hall a
the Waldorf-Astoria

—~Wide World

Jane and Goodman Ace, the famous Easy
Aces, have returned from a r vacation
in Florida to a new evening rpot on NBC.
Con that look of disgust on Ace's face be
inspired by a remork feom Jane?

e s B s -«
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After the Amateur—

@® When the amateur show cycle has run

its course what will be the next trend
in radio? Emil Coleman, conductor of
the orchestra furnishing tlic music back-
ground for the Penthouse Plrty featuring

rk Hellinger and ladys Glad, says
the impending novelty. is the presents-
tion of professional artists anonymously.
Listeners will be invited to guess their
identities to see if they really and truly
know their favorites. At the succeeding
broadeast the entertainers will be identi-
fied so that the fans can check wp on
their guesses.

Although microphones wera bu—red st
the H. trlal

closed, Phil Baker won't return to Chi-
cago to bro-rl:nt the Armour Program.
He ramains in New York so thet the
servicea of Leon Belasco and his orches-
trs tmay be continued.

Late News Items

@® By the time you read this Grace
Hayes and Newell Chase, the com-
poser and her accompanist, will have
said “I do” to the preacher man. Their
contract with NBC, hy the way, has
heen renewed for snother year . .. Paul
Dumont u now production manaler for
Beatrice Li He was succeeded as
endnnn on lhe Molle Minstrels by
Chops™ Casper, Al re-

the
were on the job nevertheless, .

Loose Moments, 3 play by

On. M&
pcnde-u Nw York station pi
f the proceeds lrom
the sherif's office cn “the Flemingto:
Court House. 1l Thomas for NBC

Lowe!

and Gabriel Heater for WOR apoke from
microphones rigged up in a nearby pool
room. e Carter took to the air for
Columbia lmm the second Roor of the
Union Hotel.

Although the Broadway thow, Calling
All Stars, in wbich he appeared, has

Frank Luther. NBC tenor who sings on
radio progrums loo nunierous (o mention.
came yretty close 10 taking up commercia
art as & carcer, and his favorite leisure-
hour bobby is making sketchbes. Here he
is doing a rapid portrait of himsell

28

Courtmy Savu(e. head of Colllmbn-
and departments,
and Benﬂm Hobbs, it an addition to
the waning theatrical season.
“ e

Chestnut street, one of Philadalphia
main thoroughfares, according to T

For years she looked
forward to the time when she could take
a week off from her inicrophone duties
and visit Bermuda for a grand coat of

turned songstress.

tan. The time finally came this Winter
and Shirley set sail for the island. But
alas and atack! For the whole week she
was there the sun never shone even once.
And on the return voyage she E‘t terribly
seasick and arvived back at Radio City
paler than when she left!

LI NI B

Louis Katzman caa ¢laim more firsts
in radio than any other canductor on the
air. Ho was, ’-:r.uinl arranger ::

mndc. for s program ‘way
back in 1922: first leader to
mike elactrical transcriptions and the first
director to be commercially sponsored.

Orchestras Please Note

@ Band leaders are slow to realize it
but indignation is mounting rapidly
among listcners over the freak arrange-
mients given popular songs. They do
more to kill tunes on the air than the
hnng repetitions. Al Goodman, vcteran
of theater h and a

Bulletin of that city, wae Il
ed Wynn street. Ed Wynn, a native
of the Quaker City, on hearing thia news
promptly claimed it had been named
after his family. "My ancestors,” vouch-
safed the Fire Chief,
“used to refer to it as
Wynning Wayl”

Alas,

Poor Shirley!

@ Shed a tear for
Shirley Howard,
the sob sister who

recognized leader among broadcasting
maestros, hits the nail squarely on the
head with this observation: “So-called
‘symphonic arrangements’ are the bunk.
If a song becomes a hit it is on the
strength of the mielody, not the orchestra.
Yer, there is a whole school of leaders
who believe in overburdening a popular
melody with modernistic chords, counter
melodies and trick effects. It is fantastic.”

¢ 0 ¢ @

Slowly, but surely, Willism Randolph
Hearst l organizing own transcon-
tinental circuit of radio stations, WDAL,
of Baltimore, Maryland's In(han-
powered station, is his latest l:quumun.
The publisher slso has outlets in N
York City, Pitesburgh, Milwaukee nntl

Livtle Jack Little
(Jobn Leonard in
resl life) is one of
radie’s miost actlve
sars, leading an or-
chestrs wnd doing a
program of songs on
his own. Ne wonder
he anatches a spare
moment 1o relax on
his apartment sofs
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San Francisco. In additon, ha hes &
ribipry pey be.

ice -
tween New York and Chicago and this
is to be exténded to the Pacific coast

Two mobile short-wave stations—
KUP in San Francisco and WHR, Casl-
stadt, N. J.—are alsa by the

Hearst organization.

High Spots

® Memos from a radio reporter’s pad:
Some staff musicians on the networks
receive as high as $300 a week. They
have to be exceptionally versatile and
abie to play symphonies or fazz with
equal skill. “And acrobatic, too, the way
they dash from one studio to another to
keep up with their broadcast schadules
deserted his pest 38

o Oserr
maestro of the Gulf Headliners to be- -

come a musieal director on the Fox
Tilins staff. His successor, Frank Tours,
was orchestra leader last season for As
Thousands Chcer. This winter he has
been condueting the amaszingly success-
ful The Great Waltz at_the Center
Theater. Radio City . . . Heeding the
pleas of their sponsors George Burns and
Grace Allen are now broadcasting before
studio audiences. ‘n’ ly still
refuse to admit spectators. They are

about the only act on the air that does.

- Wide World
Just 2 winter sportsman at
heart is Maestro Panl White-
man. He went clear to Mon-
tresl to lesp from a ski Jump

The Migl
in aetion—

Allen An Players
Allen at right,

Minerva Plous In eenter, and
at the left, Lionel Stander—the

chap with

the gungster volee

who has been signed by RKO

to do shon movie comedies

Dumb Dora

Here ia a Dumd Dora stery, the
authenticity of which ia attested by Phil
Spltalny, director of the all-girl orchestra
on Columbia. It scems at rehearsal there
was delay in getting started while Phil
[ ed for his baton. A girl visitor
inquired of her male escort why tha
leader didn’t make the band play. The
young man explai Spitalny required
a atick to beat time. “What kind of a
lllc':?;’lubn mndhw know. In°||:¢iem
at gnorance, he snapped: “ any
kind of a stick” After a moment of
sllence the lady asked in a apirit of help-
fulness: “Would a lipstick do?”

Studio Pickups

® Jane Froman will spend the Spring

and Suinmer in Hollywood making
movies and will be missing from the ait
during that period . . . ngin’ "
wears 3 diamond ring with a stone in it
big enough to drown a cat ., . Whenever
William A. Brady, the veteran theatrical
producer, fears his memory may be
faulty about personages and cvents he
di in his d he |
his reference library of scrapbooks. It
consists of twenty-fve fat volumes . . .
Before radio, Jerry Cooper was a bank
clerk in New Orleans . ., The success
of Alexander Woollcott as the Town
Crier has sent the radio rajahs scouting
the literary haunts for similar talent.
Don Marquis in 2 notable recent acqui-
sition,

.
-~ -

Pity the Writer

® Radio writers fighting for recogni-

tion in program announcements
meet with constant rebuffs. Unless a
Eugene O'Neill, a Noel Coward or a
George Bernard Shaw, the studio satraps
don't believe an author's name should be
mentioned. Consider the case of James
Glover, fabricator of Roses and Drums,
a consistently fine example of radio
wriling. In one episode recently he was
identified 2s the creator but his name
was promptly blue pencilied in the next
continuity. A studio official decided
James Glover lacked the glamour of a
John Gaisworthy and wasn't worth men-
tioning.

¢« o s

John Charles Thomas is tha son of a
Methodist minister and got his early
training at camp meetings conducted b
hi.dad...]ul.inSmd«mhulpd;
of atockings woven by hat '"“TE“"
mother in 1820 . . . A Lowell mas

ride a bicycle .
Rosario_ Bourdon,
C'i:in “Sorvict ol:ehaul:’. ns- playing
the ‘cello with the lum

Barthell's Columbia l-odnmm
veteran radio actor, haa been

eame overcoat thirty-two yeart...

Barthell's Columbia associztes call her
“Dibbie” Why, nobody kmows . . .
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