


Something in collecting circles is bothering me. And thet's the
advent of mudslinging and backstabbing, Not that it's bad yat...
but I heps that Chuck Seeley’'s remarks in the ILLUSTRATED PRESS,
the monthly publication of the Old Time Radic Club of Buffalo,
are not a harbinger of things to come,

Hizs remarks were the follewing:

"The $3.00 price tag (of the collector's llsting)

iz unreasonable. Assuming he used the same printing
process, mimeograph, for the listing as he used for
HELLD ACAIN, he'll make his money back after the
first B or 10 sales. HELLOD AGAIN itself is getting
sloppier, revealing lack of care in its preparation.
It's certainly not worth $6.00 per year.®

Chuck's subject was HELLD ACAIN, collecting's oldest newsletter,
ﬂ:-n publisher Jay Hickerson, and Jay's recent collectar's
ating.

Jay was not notifed about Chuck’s remarks in advance. It would
have been the gentlemanly thing to do. Jay, in his mMANY Years
of faithful serviee to the hobby has never denounced a
publication and advised people against buying them. Never before
has any of the hobby's publicationz beern reviewed like thig,

One of the comments ralsed by the ILLUSTRATED PRESS was that they
had ne idea that Jay would charge for the listing. To say such

& thing is a display of paivete. When Jay last published a
collecter's listing, he charged for it. To think that that would
change is wishful thinking. Three dollars per listing in no

way refunds Jay's work and time. If Jay were to make money off this
project, hundreds would have to be scld. If Jay wers in this

hobby to make money he would be living in the poorhouge .

Jay does not deserve to be treated in this manner. MELLD AGAIN
wag and still i= one of the few cornerstones of colleoting.
Jay's #illingness to publicize other newsletters, cluba,
conventions, and traders has helped so many of this hobby's
people and projects get off the ground. These include AIRWAVES
and the 0ld Time Radio Club of Buffala,

When you come right down to it, this is a2 hobby confined to &
relative few, and we need not be bickering among ourselves when
at thiz time we need solidarity.

This past May, I spent almost a week in Wilmette, IL, the home of
the Chapman family., I want to thank Jarry and his parents for
making my stay a delightful one. I never taped so much in my

lifat ’




LETTERS

DAVE HOWE
PSC Box 5893
APD San Francisco, CA4 96519

Just recelved the latest issue of AIRWAVES, great job! You and Jerry
have & fine fanzine going. It ls very seldom that I write to
complain, but I must. You have my address wrong (back in our May
issue—JIW)}! The correct addreas is above

({{AIFWAVES readers take note of Dave's correct address! Dave is
now writing his second book on the LONE RANGER and needs information
ebout the writers of the series for radic and TV, and any other
unique informatiom anyone might have on LE.)))

RALPH QUINN
Box 20144
Tallahassee, Fla. 32304

I read your editorial in the May ilssus of AIRWAVES, and sadly
agree with your cbservations on the CBS Mystery Theater. So far
I have a slightly higher opinion opinicn of the Gemeral Mills
Adventure Theater, if only that a least theilr shows have some
semblance of a plot. I can't say that I'm overly enthusiastic
about that program either.

Perhaps in some future issue of AIRWAVES you could publish
an address to which potential seripts for the CBS Mystery Theater
could be sent.

Keep up the good work on your magazine, and thank you for
your attention.

The next letter, which appears on the next pages is more of an
EDITORIAL REPLY.

Syracuse native ALLEN ROCKFPORD giwve his opinion of the COBS
shews [sparked by Jos Webb's comments of our May issue). #Allen
is no stranger to the OTR scene, Allen has worked in radio
even before his graduation In 1966 from Syracuse Unlversity as
a Speech and Dramatic Arts major. With Don Richardson, Allen
formed DOUBLE-R-RADIO, a company which produces radioc tapes fer
home enjoyment. ;

§ Allen and Don are hoste of the SOUNDS OF YESTERDAY, an old
time radic and nostalgia series heard in Central New York.
In addition, they are the publishers of NOSTALZIA RADIO NEWS.

ATRWAVES is very pleased to reprint Allen's letter. Except
for the opening parsgraphs of Allen's original letter (which had
nothing to do with Mystery Theater), Allen's letter is uneut,
unabridged, no commercials added. We would like to know how
the rest of you feel about the CBS shows.

Most listeners whe listen to the CBS programs (both series) are
generally happy to have an altermative to the various forms of music
and mcat do not complain. Moat listeners are alsoc completely
unaware of our (all connected with OTR) efforte to keep OTR alive.
Thus, they are happy with whatever ls broadcast. Since we can hear
shows of all varieties anytime; we Bre many more times ecritical of
the stories (production is almost excellent).

Tow must realize that the OBS programe are really still
experimentel, Do you see any of the cther networks jumping in
with programs to compete? Any of their past efforta (over the last
2 to 3 years) have resulted in virtually nothing. Mutual's ZERO
HOUR died dus to poor atation line-up and lack of publicity...the
same holde true for the more recently syndicated RADIO PLAYHOUSE
(they had 25 to 30 stations throughout the entire countey).
Elsewhere in the issue, you mention NBC'g X MINUS ONE...who can
remember to listen to a program once a menth? As for ABC, they had
thelr fling with THEATER FIVE about 10 to 12 years ago and have
probably given up completely. As for other syndicated shows (be they
new revival attempts or the old shows themselwves) this ia the least
successful way to get programs on the air. The ZERO HOUR started
out as HOLLYWOOD RADIC THEATER on a syndicated basis wntll a year
or two later when Mutusl bought the series (13 weeks) and then
ordered 13 more weeks and then nothing. One of the latest attempts
iz now the KLL1S SHERLOCK HCIMES series which “have finally lined
up some statione"...how many and where? If they only have a few
stations, the project is doomed before it starts. Host stations are
programmed with a single format (be it rock, classical, jaze,
easy listening, country, news, etc.) and do not want any intrusions
into that format which would attract few new llsteners for the time
that "drama" is beling aired. What is needed i= what CES is doing...
convineing stations to take the program (at no coat)y if their are
enough stations, enough publicity (CES did a good job wia
magazine ads, ads on CGeneral Mills cereals, etc.), there's a chance
it would attract encugh of an audience to succeed. Cost, by the
way; is usually ancther factor as to why syndicated efforts fail
or are not effective...not only doeg the statlion have s variation
in its fermat, it has pald for something that requires "extra" work
to gell, rather than just the format {via ratings).

Now 8= to seripts...it may be true about the cost differences
batween radio and TV scripts (and I'm sure it is), but then again,
lock at the talent costs, production coats and audience reach.

Radio (me far as I Imow by CES) iz working right now at scale or
minimum for actors, scripts, etec. Besides, radiec is mll in the mind
and even if meore was pald to actors, writers, I'm sure it would not
compare with T¥—that ias, TV will still cater to a super mass audlence,
whereas radic drama now never will. On TV you have to hawve actual
sats, many background people, and much expense. In other words,
radic is cheap to produce and will most likely always be, and I
den't think (as much as I'd like to see) it will ever become the
madium it was with all types of programming other than music. Just
compare costs for advertising {on a local bagis) between 2 cne
IJ1:'LTI-'_tt1‘l'-E gpot on radic wa. T¥. The same holds true with production
CoETE.

continued on next page




ALIEN ROCKFORD, continued

Ag for the scripte being inconsistent...there are very few TV
showe that have winning shows week after week (and here on radic
we're dealing rTight now with =ix new shows per week, four mystery,
and two adventure). In fact most TV shows seem to have the =ame
geript week after week wlth just minor variationsz. Don't get me
wrong about TV...I like it up to a point, but I'd rather have more
radic. As TY examples that I don't especially care for, and both
are highly rated, are CHARLIE'S ANGELS and STARSKY AND HUTCH.

e show exudes three females each week (I have no objections
to that), but who's paying attention to the gtory when they're
watching the ANGELS? As for STARSKY AND HUTCH, it's a shoot'em
ups; chase, and fight sach week... for that somecne gets $46,000.
Tain't worth it.

You were right about the problem of inconsistency being
"gimple economics." So simple that if more was pald (other than
minimum or scale) the show wouldn't exist. The only way that
the GENERAL WILLS ADVENTURE THAETER got on the air was by
having a sponsor for the entire program and not partielpating
spote A in the MISTERY THEATER., If I were a script writer and
had to choose, I'd go where the money is...don't forget many of
the writers do both...if they are deing both, the radio effort
is probebly & lebor of love {as is the same wlth many of the "star"
agtors who appear on the shows). Probably the only cnes are
Robert Dryden, Ian Martin, Marian Seldea, and a few others
who are almost a repatory company, making any kind of money by
their regular appearances (besides any TV volce-overs or cn the
air commercial work... did you know that it iz Ian Martin, or
it certainly sounds like him, who iz the "elderly* man telling you
about Bristol-Myers BRAN-TAES fiber product oen TV, or Rebert
Dryden who does the volce-over for LifeSaver commercials, plus a
few appearances in clder commercials for the phone company and
Barrelhead root beer), Almost all the pecple connected with
the CBS efforts are pros of radio, and in some cases that is their
living and labor of love, just to keep it alive, If I am correct,
the unione on one year of MYSTERY THEATER allowed the repeats to
go on without residuals...I don't know if that is true today,
but if it hadn't ccoured, I doubt if the show would have
continued past year one.

To sum up, no matter what, on any and all sgripts of radio,
TV {past and present), you'll never get quality Lf you are dolng
& mass program day in (or week in) and out. You'll always have
logers, but by the same token, you'll have & bungh of winners,
Right now, CB3 is devotin much of its time to 1ts new show (that's
why I have fewer listings, compartively) and why I feel the
soripts on the ADVENTURE THEATER i find to be better at the
moment (the commerpials should be thrown out as I feel they are
an insult to kids and adults...if I am correct I think they are
basically adapted TV soundtracks). HKEeep the faith...if both
ereies can prove themselvez over a period of time, and more are
added, radic may return and pay rates will be up and scripta
will get better.

Yours,

@ P

P.5. About the only stations willing to try radic of any form
are usually public radic (mainly FM stations). They usually have
such small audiences that OTR usually gives them a small, loyal
following for that type of following.

L OG S

This issue, AIRWAVES publishes logs of three popular detective-type
series: FEBEI IN FEACE AND WAR, THE PALCON, and CRIME FHOTOGRAPHER.

FEI IN PEACE AND WAR

Big Time Charley
Book ef Matches
Bungler

Carnival Aet
Chaplain James
Criminal Proposzition
Croge Country
Double Play

Dumb Luclk

Eighty Grand Exit
End of the Rope
Executive Type
Faderal Case

The PFence
Forty-Eight State Alarm
Golden Caper

Good Boy

Great Northern Bubble
Halp Wanted

Knock on Wood
Newspaperman

Nething But the Bast
rerexposure

Paid in Full

Pair of Glasses
Fipe Lream
Realistic Touch
Retirement Flan
Return of S5t. Nick
Room for Improvement
Royal Treatment
Scandal Sheet
Sgientific Touch

The Sericus Type
Silver Pearl

Smoke Ring
Specialty det

State vs. James O0°"Dell
Suburbanite

Target

Traveling Man
$25,000 Bond

Typist

Infinished Business
Upstalirs Roomer
Windfall

THE FALCON

Ace of Spades

Big Fix

Disguized Murderer

Faded Rose

Handy -Helpmate

Murder is a Family Affair
Murder Knows No Borderline
Murdering Wife

MNatural Seven

Rolling Stone

THE FALCON, contlnued

Substitute Target
Talented Twin
Treachercus Trio
Wandering Wife

CASEY, CRIME FHOTOCRAPHER

Bad Little Babe

Box of Death L/17/47

Christmas Shoppi 12/19/6

Demon Miner 3/20/%6

Duke of 5kid Rew 9714746

Disappearance of Adam Gazell
L/13/50

Fentle Strangler &/24/47

Grey Kitten 276747

Handkerchief

Holiday 11/25/L8

King of the Apes. 3/1/47

laughing Killer & B#?}

Wysterious Lodger 3/7/u7

Fipk-Tp SKEEIﬁ?

FPitch in Time 8/ .

Fed Raincoat 29,/

Road Angel 1;13./95{

Sgene of the Crime

Source of Information 1/20/5%

Surprising Corpse 1/16/47

Thunderbolt

Truth or Tooth?

Twenty Minue Alibi

Upholaterer 11/17/50

Wanted. A Gun 1/19/50

Welverine

FLASHGUN CAZEY, PRESS
FHOTOGRAPHER
Switched Flates

CASEY, PRE33 PHOTOGRAFHER
Clue in the Clouds 1945
AFRE MYSTERY PLAYTHOUSE:

CASEY , CRIME PHOTOGRAFHER
Feunicn




nd
o ropin

IMPORTANT NOTE TO ALL ROUND ROBIN MEMEERS! Since postage rates have
increased, be sure to put the proper postage—E0¢—on each reel.

A surprising number of subscriberz have joined ocur round robin
reele. We were only expecting to circulate cne reel per category,
but it became necessary to have two reels per category, and still
it was necessary to turn back some requests for spots.

Some members have expressed ccncern over-the condition of the

reel of tape after a large number of passes. Each reel will be replaced

after the fourth pass with a fresh reel of taps.

Remember, it iz emsential for the success of this project that
the program quality be high. We would prefer not to have to drop
a collector from the reels, but it may become necessary. Flease
don't be number one.

NEW CATECORIES OFENING! Limited spots are available on our
two TERNS reels and SCIENCE FICTION reels. HRequests for spots
must be fore July 25, I977. All spots on our SUSPENSE reel
have been taken by those turned down for our other reels. Ne other
round robin has as many categorles, reels, or gellectors
involved—Ilet's hope that this initial success will continuel

Next month,we'll talk about some of the programs that appearaed
on the first time around.

Listings in the collectors column are free., IFf you desire to be
mentioned, send details of you collection to AIRWAVES, %00 Elmwood,
Wilmette, IL 60091, Include your name, address, and items you have
avallable for trade, what you are leoking for, and any other
collecting data. Unlese otherwlse stated, people menticoned collect

cn 4 track tape, 3.75 ips.

DON KOEHNEMANN, 811 Bristol Av.,
Westchester, IL £0153. Collects
half-tragk. Interestsd in
comedy, wvariety, Corwin, OTR
apecials, Anthologies, Interviews,
jezz broadeasts of the 19308,
Needs 3 of the Woody Herman
Wildreot series for complete run,
any appearances of Mel Torme,
Johnny Mercer, Freeberg; Benny
program with Ralph Edwards and
Giselle McKensis; NFR National
Press Club {with Spivak)} and

KEITH SCOTT, Flat 13, 1-5 Btokes
5t., lane Cove, 2066 NSW,
Augtralia, Several hundred
showss on resl and cassetie.
Interested in obtaining
Gunsmoke , Benny, Paul Frees'
geries ("The Player" and tha
"Green Lama"). Wantsz shows
thet include Daws Butler in the
cast. Has many movie and
cartoon soundtracks, in additiaon
to Esoape, Mel Blane, Stan
Freeberg,

NE

New programes of some very
popular series are now
being introduced into
ciroulation. In the
ESCAPE serles, the pro-
gram "The Game" of
ajjﬂ,-fsj is finally in
eollector's hands.

In the SUSFENSE series,
A program starring Ozzle
and Harrlet, "Mr. Dicgenes,"”
i1z also in circulation.
[ther news on the SUSPENSE
front is that Charles
Michelsorn, Inec., has
obtalned breadecast rights
to the series for syndication.
Mr. Michelson alsc recelved
the rights to the WHISTLER
saries.

The first JACK BENNY
progras ever broadcast is
starting to make the rounds.

Two new BIG TOWN
Programs are about to be re-
leased.

NER Option with Hi Brown and
Arn 3hepherd. Prefers small
custom trades.

New BILL STERN, TAYSTEE
BREAD SHOWS (featuring Billy
Jones and Ernie Hare) are
ameng recent disc dlscoveries
which also ineclude new YOUR
HIT FARADE and EDDIE CANTOR.

SPERDVAC Magazine #1 is
=till avallable, and November
1977 iz the projected public-
ation date of the second lssue.

The second FRIENDS OF RADIOD
Convention, to be held on
October 1, 1977 at the Meriden,
CT, Holliday Inn, adds &as a
guest Tony Marvin. The con-
vention will be the largest

HERE'S YOUR CHAMNCE TO RE-LIVE THE DAYS OF: "OLD TIME RADIO"

radio happening to date, with
mores personalities and more
gollectors than ever before.
For information, write Jay
Hickerson, Box G, Orange; CT,
DERTT .

HUMAN AD‘-"ENTIJRE. a highly
acclaimed series from the Univ-
ersity of Chicago from the ear-
1y forties, is about to be
released.

IM YOUR OWN LIVING ROOM, AGAIN HEAR THE VOICE OF THE SHADOW, THE LONE
RANGER, AMDE N’ ANDY, lEHGEH & MCCARTHY, GUNSMOKE, anD mmf OTHERS.
HEAR AL JOLSON as rrAn OF THE SHELL EH!.TEMI AND Hll!ln HALL.

$1.00 BRINGS YOU THE CATALOG ! 11}
SHOWS COST: $3.50 PER HOUR (REEL TD REEL) TAPE — MINIMUM DRDER 2 HOURS.
CASSETTES ~ $5.00 PER HOUR — MINIMUM ORDER 1 HOUR.
I PAY POSTAGE ! 1 11
MR. STUART WEISS
135-49 JEWEL AVENUE
FLUSHING, N.Y. 11357
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CLD-TIME RADIO OLD-TIME RADIO

The Friende of 014 Radic and Helle Again, the oldest monthly
publication for collectore of old-time redle shows, Tresent
their:

QLD-TIME RADIO

SEQCND _ANNUAL OCHVENTICH

Baturday, October lst, 1977

Heliday Inn, Meriden, Conpectiout
{right off I-91 = Emat Main 8t. Exlt)

Among the gueste of honor scheduled at thle time sre: writers

Hoel Gerson, Blsir Welllaer and Ernest Kinoy; snrouncers George
Anebre, Fred Foy snd Tony Marvin; sound effecte artist Ed Blalney:
director Warren Somerville; esnd perforwers Raymond Edward Johneon
{Inner S3anctum), Mendel Eramer {¥ouras Truly Jehnny Dollar, TV - Edge
of Hight), Vieki Vola (Mr. Distriet Attorney), Feg Lynch {Etnel
Albert), fGrace Matthews {The Shadow), Court Benson (Tennesses Jed),
end Jackson Beck (Superman).

The ven begins st with the opening of the display

and dealera room [over tables) where redic memorsbilis msy be
purchaesed, trsded or just sdelred. Vipltors may attend s radioc guls
show, & guestion and answer pericd with the guests, old-tims radlo
related movies end other sfternceon events.

In the evening there will be & Oggktsil Party and Buffet Dinner.
During the evening the special guests will present a live radio
orogram and awarda will be given out,

Tickete for the Convention are $12.00 which includes coste for

8ll the events ineluding the huffet dinner. OCost for children under
?!.5 1;5‘:;“'%2'::1““““:1 participstion only 1e $5.00. Children un=-
er 8 §1.50,

Flesgpe indioste how many are coming and A1f you need a dlaplay or
Ihere ie no extra cost fop

dealer table,. the tables.
Make checks payable to JAY HICKERSON and mall to:
JAY HICKERSON
Box €
Crange, Ot. 05477
For information cell New Hawvem, Ct, (203) 795-6261 or TOS-3T48

AT







