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John Archer

May 18, 1915 ~ December 5, 1999

As REPS Member #1, bhe wads there
for us from the very early dayv.

The members of the Radio Enthusiasts of
Puget Sound were deeply saddened to learn of
the death of honorary member, John Archer in
December. Mike Sprague of REPS said, “John
was so much more than an honorary member.
He was a friend to one and all, and personally I
feel a very major loss.”

Sprague continued “I remember the first
contact I ever had with John. Tt was in late
1990 when REPS was just beginning. We had
learned that he lived in the area and so I was
ready to call him.” continues on page 2
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.continued from page 1

“I don’t mind telling you that I was a little nervous. This whole thing
was new to us all and here I was calling this actor person. He was one of
the Shadows! And he performed in movies, on television and on the
stage. | kind of expected
to get brushed ofl.”

“Then,” Sprague
reminisced, “all of a
sudden, T was talking to
him and immediately
experienced that which
so many others have —
graciousness and kind-
ness. From that moment
on, I felt that John was

my friend. Everyone felt v o
that with him.” A Jofin Archer and Mike Sprague, o while back

The Biggest Meeting

In February of 1991, John Archer was the guest at the first special
monthly meeting of the club. The crowd was the largest of any meeting
in REPS history. And, it was a very entertaining meeting for those 100 or
so who made it into the room. Many were turned away.

Over the years, John readily agreed 1o appear at any gathering that
would help REPS. He donated much time, always convincing everyone
that this was truly enjoyable for him. Some members were [ortunate
enough to have become an Executive Member.

Executive Membership

John wondered out loud one day about having a Shadow script,
which he had used on the air. After a little brain-storming, he agreed
that he would custom autograph these and spend time with anyone who
would like to become an Executive Member. They would also receive
tapes of shows on which he worked. It was a nice [undraising activity for
the club, right from his heart.

None of this was self-
serving. It absolutely was for
the good of REPS. Those who

JUAN ARCHER. i ]3 ~ took this offer always

THE FUNNY PAGE ~ 4| commented on the wonderful
= i S i kindness of Mr. Archer. One
UP(I]mik{_G MELTINGS. .. 5 e stated, “It was like 1 was the

Wwm & ARNER....... i — most important person he
A bR ; ; knew and he was willing to
ART GILMORE..... give me all the time 1 wanted.

0LV TIME/NEW TIME RADIO.... What a delight!”

SIWCASE VIl :-u.ppm;i

...continued on next page
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A Caring Man

In closing our brief look at John Archer, maybe this

1 insight will help all members catch a glimpse of the
heart of this man. Larry Albert, professional actor and
the first of the Executive Members, shared the following
story at the January meeting.

“On the day that John had his stroke, a number of us
were with him rehearsing a re-creation of a Shadow
program at the very nice place where he lived. All was
going well, when suddenly John was stricken.”

“As he laid on the floor, awaiting treatment and
transport to the hospital, and in the midst of a real
i personal crisis, I noticed something. Though he was
having some trouble communicating, he was trying to
reach into his pocket and to make certain that his wife
Ann took care of something.”

“He had arranged to take care of lunch for all of those
rehearsing and he had the tickets for that in his pocket.
He was thinking about everyone else at a very difficult
time [or him. T'll never forget that.”

M And, REPS will never forget John Archer, the man,
| the friend, the actor, someone you're really glad you
knew.

&
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featuring THE UNSEEN AUDIENCE by Webster

’THANK%U F'OR amoppwc; w oAl

W THAT. 7 THANK You,; AND NOW SUR TIME
L5 RUAMMING OUT: THANK YBU AGAIN, GLADYS, |
BEAR, FORTHIS DELIGHTFUL LITILE VISIT,
Am:c Lo Masr mm;sa 16 CoME BACK
- -t SO0/ PMNK\@U e tover
= ea‘( Mmurs« *GooDBYE
W:{MAN‘Y ’ﬁmx&'ﬂmr WAS.

. RADIO PEOPLE" ARE
- UNUSUALLY POLITE

Copprght, 1551, New Fork Haralt Trivune tog,

R _ .
G, POLLING rrs'swea-rarf Y’oeJ ”To S

rﬁfs
25

- JUST A MINQTE, MY LITTLE LWICKADEE—W;_D i s
YOU MIND CHANGING CUPS WITH ME BEFORE WE
“DRINIK OUR COFFEE? TUST AWM OF MME, AND

DIDNT‘ 1 SEE You STUFF Smﬂm m& 'me:
| cusHioNn YoURE SITTING  ——

oM T BY ANY CHANCE -
COULD 1T HAVE BEEMN A
STILETTO OR A GAT 7

AFTER :_:sfmmwa "'r' COUNTLESS MYSTERIES
On THE AR, i WHICH WIVES MURDER THEIR.
HUSBANDS, 1T15 NATURAL TOR A AAN TO

BECOME sasmc:ous
vt o mt, < [

Aren't these enjoyable? Continued thanks to Don Allen.
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Februwany S. ... “Tle Shupasy To H

The Reps Radio Readers will present an original one hour radio
play by Joy Jackson. Some of our professional, honorary membes- -
will be taking on key roles. phriniptattolli il —

Marel §. . .Bob Mott, Sound Effects Artist

A sound effects arfist from radio days, a popular convention guest and a very clever author, Bob will be
0 guest no member will want to miss. There are some plans for audience involvement foo.

AM 1...Live From The Rainbow Room
Anchored hy REPS member Bob Loudon (from Eugene, OR) with an assist from band leader /REPS
s member Brian Swanson, this meeting will take us into the era of Big Band
remotes. Live with us will be former NBC announcer Bob Sherry. In addifion
to remotes, he announced Archie Andrews, Take It or Leave It and many
other well known shows. Bob Loudon will also have taped comments,
done specifically for REPS, from band leader Les Brown and his brother
Stumpy. Plus, honorary member Bill Murtough will weigh in on tape with some
foscinafing stories from his years as radio engineer on remotes. And, of course, Bob will be
playing some choice samples of broadcasts.

M. .. “Comomand Performance”

Extremely knowledgeable member John Jensen will take us into this
significant wartime variety program. Big stars appeared for free and
enjoyed it. In his career in radio, John has done interviews with so many
performers; he will add much extra depth fo this meeting and many of us
will ikely get turned on to a show about which we knew very little.

Jine 3... Every Mesben [ Ase Acton!

Every so often, REPS does a meefing like this where we break into small
groups, each with radio scripts in hand. The we all proceed fo have amateur
fun Togerher Different folks take on different roles and just ham it up. If by any chance you're shy,
. come anyway and observe. It is a good fime.

)\ July. . No M

'~ Due to the Showcase just preceding the normal date for a meefing,
REPS does not meet in July.

v

. WE WILL BE OPEN
TOMBRROW at1 o’(:im:k_=

KRSC TV FOOTBALL GAME

* Front Row

".TELEVlSlON

C ompact .

TABLE MOBEL

i ;mshimiion (aning and

5 - o) tion with two
i . -trie controls. Built-tt Telowave |

. _antenna for Iocal recegpti -8
Tﬁg er“a s "mco V dynamic speiker; tone B
control. Cabinet of gensine. ma-§-
~hogany veneers with ecoyering -
doors. Atiractive’ mutehing table §f

369" B

South Tacoma Radso

__ Radios — Records - Teletis!on :
§237 th Tacoma Wuy E H

af

A Did we know how bad if would be?
This was November 24, 1948

A RAB[O FﬁR chSTMAs

THE IDEAL GIFT -

PHILCO
'!'A BLE MQDEII..

mcem.iem and Eome’ ja g
“Boilt - ;0 asrink 21“{!

Smart brown. pZasLau
cabinet.

“ Phileo “500”
Choose Now From Our Large $eiecimn'

Gene’s Radio & Appliance

3908 So. 12th 3802 No. 26th |

“ Now we have fo give mdfos w:rha cnsse#e
player so they can listen to OTR. (11,/24/48)
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There they were, seated on either side of a ‘
reproduction of an antique radio, a floor lamp
behind them. They were wearing Lum & Abner
hats. They had Jot ‘Em Down Store Sorghum and
the whole audience was seated in a circle — like
in a great big living room.
It was down home time.
Darrell Anderson and
Mike Sprague have long
shared with each other
various Lum & Abner
story lines; they've traded
tapes and frequently greet
each other with
“Wonderful world!,” a
phrase that grew out of
one of the stories involving a character named
Diogenes Smith.

They had determined to re-create the
ambiance of an early REPS tradition when
members would host a Listening Party in their
home and others with similar interests would
come to listen and discuss. They hope that
some will decide to renew this tradition and
this was their way of jump-starting the process.

Tle Contest

Throughout the meeting, the folks in the
circle were encouraged to listen to the taped
segments and/or draw on their own knowledge
about key phrases from Lum & Abner. They
were given a work sheet that asked. ..

The Contest-Phrases from Lum & Abner

1. Identify the Lum & Abner character(s) most identified with the
phrose shown.

2. Circle or check any you hear during the Listening Party today and
identify who said it.

3. Andy and Mike will be the “jidges” (remember, this is Lum &
Abner.) They will have several tie breakers if necessary.

4, The person with the most carrect answers will receive a prize.

® Grannies (or lyrannies) @ Idoggies  I've fole you a thousan’ or

a hunnert fimes @ Yes (or No), mom. (o anyone, including men)

o Fer the land sakes! ® Good for me!. . .Good foryou! e Like a mother

fome ® Gentlemen, gentlemen ® Okay, okay ® Wore to o

frazzle. . .wore to 0 fracazzel! @ Hello, lot ‘Em Down Store. This is Lum

‘n Abner ® QI Eddards sayin’ of mine ® Hoh? (os opposed o huh? or |

beg your pardon) ® Wonderful world!  Aw, priddle proddle  Migh
nigh fergot ® That snake in the grass (or weeds) © Mighty thoughty
* Pidgeon foed ® Silliest idees of any one hewming @ Bless his hear
bless his litile heart.

Consistent mispronunciations: © Depulty ® Orfa fa fake © Varmint

~< [ fo R: Andy Anderson, Mike
Sprague, Larry Albert (Tum and
Cedric), David Selvig (Abner)

Y The original Lum and Abner,
Chet Lauck and Norris Goff

And e wiramer was. ..

Liz Roach was the amazingly smart Lum &
Abner fan that hauled away a jar of delicious
Pine Ridge Sorghum.

Details, details, details

In addition to the contest, this Listening
Party looked back on how Chet Lauck (Lum
and Norris Goll (Abner) got started; the
number of characters they played; the story
lines; the evolution of the show over the yea
Lum & Abner movies and much more. Tt was
fun, even for thase who are not solid Lum &
Abner fans.

f-h%,iu, A Re-creation!

Larry Albert and David Selvig agreed to d
re-creation around a particularly funny scrip
If we tole them a thousan’ or a hunnert time
they was dern good! Good [or them!

a1k (e
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* We would
listen to some
segments of
famous Christmas
shows from radio
days and add in

some memories of
our own.

* Members who
were willing and
able could bring
an unwrapped toy
for the Toys For
Tots program.
What a generous group! The U.S. Marine who accepted the
toys needed lots of help to get them loaded. (Thanks
gang)

* Each attendee would bring a wrapped OTR cassette,
in good condition, for a simple gift exchange. Everyone
took a tape from the container that had rested under the
Anderson’s loaned Christmas tree, as the box went around
the room.

Our Marine friand ond Bill Parker

* Munch, chomp and slurp. As always, the food was
plentiful and great.

At Gilmone made i1 &CVL ﬂoﬂfu
A couple of us had heard that Honorary Member, Art

Gilmore might be in town on this Saturday, so we begged a
lot. “Oh, pleeeease come to our meeting. Pleceease!”

Actually, Art was in town on personal business and we
were truly hopeful that he could stop in [or even a little
while. At what we know was some inconvenience, he did.
Everyone was so surprised when Art and John Jensen
walked in.

In typical Gilmore modesty, he was worried that he
might disrupt things. Right! We spent about 45 minutes in

conversation and reflection as we talked about the many
aspects and accomplishments of Arts wonderful career.

One of the very top announcers and a frequent actor as
well, Arts credits are astonishing: Amos n’ Andly, Dr.
Christian (for 17 years), Jonathan Trimble - Esquire, Meet
Me At Parky’s, Murder and Mr. Malone, The Sears Radio
Theater, Stars Over Hollywood, Golden Days of Radio,
Point Sublime, The Casebook of Gregory Hood, The Jack
Kirkwood Show and Songs by Sinatra.

Not only did Art announce The Adventures of Red
Ryder, but he also whistled the theme song. In addition to
his radio announcing credits, Art acted on several series
including Lux Radio Theatre and Pacific Story. Art narrated
the TV show Highway Patrol and frequently appeared on
the TV version of Dragnet as a Captain and as Lt. Moore on
Adam 12. The Highway Patrol work did him some good;
when he was pulled over one day, the officer recognized Art
and sent him on his way.

Art also worked on TV on well-known shows like The
Red Skelton Show and The George Gobel Show. He was the
Founding President of the Pacific Pioneer Broadcasters. In
addition, he co-authored a popular textbook “Radio
Announcing” which we learned about.

A Clristman
Presest

Art Gilmore is
a past recipient of
the REPS Radio
Achievement
Award — and he is
truly a very nice
man. Everyone
appreciated his
kindness in
coming and
sharing. Absent
members who
later heard what
they missed are
still moaning.
Thanks Art!

A Joy Jackson and A Gilmore

0L
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TUE £ARS OF A NEW TIME Hib

[nco ;MW Daad Scémg, MW”“’ 12 ymoM Nick Kunmer?
MWAPMHWM&VWwM}oﬂmJW

OU Time Radio

There was some time
spent reflecting back on
Old Time
Radio...including the
listening memories of
audience members.
What was it like for the
audience who listened
to radio as kids? Then
we were to compare
that to young Nick’s ex-
PETiences.

Dave even brought

along the actual radio
to which he had lis-

tened as a child. He had

checked with his father,
still alive at age 91, and
found that he had pur-
chased the Coronado
radio [or $29.95 in
1935,

This was a fun time and even Nick
had heard some of the shows referred to
by his grandpa, Paul and the rest of the
crowd. But, now it was time to talk
about a mammoth kid show that is on the

radio today.

Paid Herlinger

Also, to set the stage, we learned a bit
about Paul. He went to Stuyvesant High
School in New York where a teacher decided
to do a radio English class, using textbooks
with material written by Arch Obler and

Norman Corwin.

He took an “all city
high school radio work-
shop.” Paul became an
announcer in his junior
year in high school. Did
acting and producing in
his senior year. This led
to 25+ years of doing TV
documentaries. He met
his wife 1lona, a native of
Croatia, while doing
graduate work at the
University of Michigan.

She has done
acting and is
a music pro-
tessor in real
life.

Among
other work,
Paul was floor
manager at

channel 11 in
Tacoma. He has
done many edu-
cational and
training videos,
along with quite
a bit of voice
work too. Mixed into his busy life are about
a dozen or so shows for Jim French (as an
actor).

New Radio: Advertines in Odyrsey

Nick is an avid fan of AIO, with a large
collection of audio tapes from the show. He
brought along a bit of his collection and put

L to R- David Selvig, Nic
Kummert and Paul Herlinger

> Nick and Paul; the New
Time and the O1d Time

...continued on next page
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it on display. He found Odyssey “funny, and it always
teaches a (moral) lesson.”

Paul talked about AIO. Its a 1/2 hour comedy-

drama. Always has a moral, but doesn't try to push reli-

gion “down your throat.” It’s for children 8-12, but
many families listen together.

the Family stafl and was immediately selected to re-in-
troduce Whit back into the stories.

Otfer REDS W on OW

Many [riends of REPS have taken part in the show:
Parley Baer, Dick Beals, Alan Young,

It started in 1986. “Odyssey” is a
small town, maybe 35,000 people. It's
co-creator, Phil Lawter, lived in southern
Oregon, and first thought of Klamath

& Falls for the town. The show is carried
on at least 2500 stations in North
America, many overseas and now on the
internet. It’s almost impossible to say
how many listeners there really are.

Paul is Whit, the lead character. How
did he get the job?

Paul plays John Avery Whitaker (Whit). He’s a
grandfather type and Nick says Whit is a “Jack of all

trades.” ‘Whit’s End’ is the local soda fountain, around
which much of the dialog takes place.

How did Paul get the role? e was on vacation in
Vail, Colo. A friend contacted him, and asked him to
record a few commercials at a studio there in Vail. They
thought he sounded like the late Hal Smith, who had
originated the role of Whit. He met with the Focus on

A Paul with his honorary membership in REPS

Janet Waldo, and more. Dave and Nick
played some samples of these, including
one where romantic sparks fly between
Janet and Alan.

How is the show produced? Voices are
recorded in Burbank, Calif. Music track,
etc. and post-production are done in
Colorado Springs. In addition to the ra-
dio program and the audio tapes which
come [rom it, an animated video of the
AIO story is produced about every six
months.

Paul says “Its a challenge to create pictures with
words, sound effects and music.”

This was a fast moving and informative meeting.
Dave and Nick had prepared well and Paul was such a
gracious and friendly guest. We positively anticipate
seeing him at future REPS activities. After all, he was
made an honorary member and states he plans to come
to the Showcase in June.

of communication and life and 'tum’rﬁtss
Andy Cashman fo redo our old site.

e is now a freshman in coliege in

He und feliow sTudems ut'@uerlui(

i (M(H . VI]l TR
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DCCD/REPS RADID SHOWCASE Vil UPDATE

This is the time of year when the excitement level begins to build and build. Yes, REPS
bhas done a Showcase seven times before, but it is fresh and different each time. May (¢
always be s0. The theme of “OTR Treasures” reflects our appreciation of Old Time
Radio and, even more so0, our love for the professionals who were at the heart of it all.

The Conipany and New e
Special Guedsts -

What a wonderful tradition we
celebrate each year, as so many
of our honorary members
indicate that they will come
back and join in another
Showcase with us!

There is no doubt that the
involvement of this special
group of professionals is the \ ;
major component of the warm N
and dynamic chemistry constantly {¢§ W( ‘ﬂ S L \\\\\

attributed to the Showcase.

Sade...Dr. Christian Romance...I
Love A Mystery...Aunt Mary...
Suspense.

Panels will likely include:
Radio’s Most Memorable
Commercials; Stop The Music
(with orchestra and singers);
Themes and Lines We All
Remember; Radios Top 10
Actors; Interviews With
The Stars.

The Vendor Room

Once again, there will be vendors
with highly attractive nostalgia items that
The “Company” Of Treasures fmm attendees always appreciate.

last year A Hotel Change

Showcase Co-chairs Mike Sprague and Joy . .
Jackson are like little kids at Christmas as they get Thjust 4/%0{}15 O.f a H;ﬂ? awdy, o?r new hotel s
responses telling them who will be coming. And S{LIIGAL SRS, 1f SEMmCAR Jf e 10r0s, 103

& ’ just a few months old with a staff that aims to

here are alwa me di intm : .
Ehzse ivho :\;nyzj?m;?esiatppo rmgnts heatise of please and free underground parking. They will
' provide [ree shuttle service for those wanting it.

, y ? L] L
So, W/go 7 Comgng. o , WOW! What a Silent Auction!
If we did biographies here in Air Check, it From autegraphed, hand painted “Holy Cow”
would surely take several pages. We've listed only ; : : :

. . ¢ = Dexter shirts worn on the air to the actual whistle
one 1Fem by each name on the next page. This is an from Blondie when Dagwood rushes out the door;
amacingly wlened and diverse gronphar from special autographed photos of stars to sound
represents all that we loved effects horse hooves. also
ab?ut TARID: They e Ly autographed. And 50 many
R B BRct. other items donated by our

The Developt OTR professional friends
S ho will b forming
Program who will be pertorming.
g They are being so generous!

For re-creations, we expect
to do the following, subject
to any necessary changes: My
Client Curly...Vic &

This will be a memorable
opportunity for fans.

~=< Some of our favorite Showfime stars!
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Bill Parker is thanked as
Dave Selvig becomes New
REPS Pres|

“ Incoming president David Selvig offers thanks fo Bill Parker for his service as REPS President

When Terry Mahony needed to step out of his role
as REPS President a year early, several members
immediately thought of Bill Parker to fill the gap.

He was willing to help the club in this manner,
having already been Secretary for several years, a
reporter for Air Check, an active Showcase volunteer
and more.

He was presented with a gift certificate and also a
certificate of appreciation for taking over for this year.

Another high quality person stepped in to the job.
David Selvig is also a tried and proven leader and
volunteer. He has served this past year as President
Elect.

Recently retired {rom Boeing, Dave has pitched in on
a variety of assignments for REPS, including acting.
| Members are in for a continued good time.

A1 CHECH + YOL 10 + HO. | WINTER « 2000 « ||
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SECORD PRINTING..THEY REALLY DO A GREAT JOB! §

J{»ﬂplcf continue to say things like {Cjow nerwsletter is the nicest, most professional looking one v seen.”
UJmn mk;/? Vs because d“ Y SYeeord, his B(tzfyﬁfﬂ._]wn and graphic designer Ehrenda 6//?}16(71;]

really cave, SAlmost evers (/!/w'm] is Donated an we D‘k’r/ quite indlebted wwhen each issue comes oul so special.

Qe enconrage you lo call SSecord) c?)rmfmq al #25-883-2782 Jnr all your prigling needs.

Both Old Time Radio and current materials (designated C) are on the air. To the best of our knowledge, this is when and where.
THE ONLY WAY WE WILL BE ABLE TO CORRECT THIS LIST 1S WHEN WE RECEIVE NOTES AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS.
If you know of others, or if any of these need correction, please let Air Check know. One such change is Jim Dolans Radio
Entertaiment Network, now each weekday instead of Sunday: Please let the stations and sponsors (il any) know of your appreciation.

Mystery Playhouse (C)
Mystery Playhouse (C)
When Radio Was

When Radio Was

When Radio Was

When Radio Was

OTR

OTR Siskind/Herman

OTR Dolan
Odyssey/children (C)
Odyssey/children (C)

Ruby In'galac. Gumshoe (C)
Unshackled (C)

OTIR

Radio Replays

Golden Age ot Radie Theater
Golden Age of Radio Theater

770 AM
770 AM
770 AM
770 AM
770 AM
1340 AM
98.5 FM
SAPIM
SAP FM
630 AM
630 AM
949 FM
630 AM
101.1 FM
980 AM

9:06-10PM
9:06-10PM
10PM-1AM
1AM-4AM
10PM-12AM
6PM-7PM
9-10PM
8-9FM
11PM-2AM
7:30AM
7:30PM
10:30PM
9:30PM
10PM

11:10 PM
6FM-12PM
3PM-6PM

Saturday

Sunday

Saturday

Saturday

Sunday

M-F (Anacortes)
Saturday (Victoria)
Saturday

M-F (note change)
Saturday

M-F

M-F

Sunday

Sunday (Vancouver)
M-F (Vancouver)
Saturday

Sunday
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This file including all text and images are from scans of a private
personal collection and have been scanned for archival and research
purposes. This file may be freely distributed, but not sold on ebay

or on any commercial sites, catalogs, booths or{ kiosks, either as reprints
or by electronic methods. This file may be downloaded without charge
from the Radio Researchers Group website at http://www.otrr.org/

Please help in the preservation of old time radio by supporting legitimate
organizations who strive to preserve and restore the programs and related
information.



