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“We're in great shape to have another

wonderful OTR experience in June!”

Words to this effect have been bouncing around between
various volunteers, particularly Joy Jackson and Mike Sprague,
co-chairs of the event to be held at Seattle Center on June 25th & 26th.
See “Showcase VII Update” on pages 6 - 7




FROM THE LDITORS DESH...

Exciternent and anticipation reign supreme 4s
REPS members prepare [or our annual Showease
Convention, Mike Sprague and Joy Jackson are busy
ohce again putting together another superior program,
We are truly fortunate to have these talented people lo
head our annual showpiece,

Qur [amily was visiting for Easter and we checked out the movie ‘Horse
Whisperer” as a suitable family venue. To my surprise Jeannetie Nolan played the
role of Robert Redford's mother in the movie. What a nice experience to relate
having met this wonderful woman before her passing last year. Just another
example of what REPS and the Annual Convention provide.

REPS readers perform at PEMCO

On Thursday March 11 Bill Brooks produced a terrific show by the REPS
Radio Readers for the PEMCO Emeritus Club. PEMCO officers have noted that
the REPS armual event (3rd presentation) has become one of Emeritus’s most
popular offerings and it certainly goes a long way in helping secure our PEMCO
annual donation.
What is it with KIRO?

| am taking this opportunity to get on my soapbox and express my dismay
with the two KIRO radio stations over recent programming actions. We were all
disappointed when Jim French’s Mystery Theatre was moved to KNWX, al-
though in retrospect this may be a somewhat of a blessing do to fewer interrup-
tions from their sports programming. Jim is not only a big supporter af REFS but
also a northwest icon and a national treasure who deserves better treatment.
Now we have the firings of the respected Dave Dolacky and Pat Cashman, the
morning host for KIRO-FM, Those of you who attended the REFS meeling
featuring Pat will recall what a genuinely talented, interesting and funny person-
ality he is. He too will land on his feet but under these stations’ “bottom line”
management we would never have had a CBS Radio Workshop, Mercury
Theater, or Norman Corwin. Truly there are no William Paley’ at these stations.

Tape Library Rentals

We are pleased to learn that our tape library continues to receive high usage.
This service, provided by Vi and Darrell Anderson, is greatly appreciated and is a
significant part of our club. Reluctantly the Board of Directors has had Lo establish
a policy limiting the number of rental tapes to 10 tapes per order. For a myriad of
reasons it is just not feasible to combine multiple orders inlo a single order.

Thank for your sapport

Sadly this will be my last issue as Editor of Aircheck. 1 have enjoyed my one
and a half year stint but am unable to continue in this role do Lo other commit-
ments. | want Lo thank the many contributars who have provided articles and
information for your enjoyment. Once again 1 want to single out the magnificent
support we receive from REPS member Jay Secord and staff Keri Secord and
graphic layout designer Brenda Ellenberg, Believe me [olks, without them there
are no Airchecks. [ plan to continue to e an active member of REPS so you will
still see me arpund.

g

Terry Mahony, Air Check Editor
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JEA
REPS AUDIENCE

M our March gathering actress J’y J ay Jackson
/ Jeanne Bates was hosted by e ﬂ’”y [I’fdf;‘?ﬂﬂy
member John Jensen ina

highly entertaining two-
hour meeting. Jeanne
proved to be a thoroughly
charming and [un guest
with a wide background
in the entertainment in-
dustry. Jeanne began radio
acting after high school in
Burlingame, California,
While in college she won
an audition for a soap opera
in San Francisco but was let go after a week do to in-
adequate reading skills. To get herself prepared for
radio she began reading out-loud at home, into a
lamp (mike), True Confessions magazines. She chose - Jeanne’s radio shows included Blue Monday Jambo-
True Confessions because they were written in the first +  ree (where she met and became friends with Bea
person and gave her “script” practice. To this day she Benaderet); One Man's Family {(where she was cast as
continues to read word-for-word so reading a book is Teddy Barbour and wife of Elwood Giddings, played
a slow go. Jeanne’s early radio shows included High- : by Tyler McVey who hung a lifelong nickname of
way Patrol and Night Editor and she moved with these “wifey” on her); I Love a Mystery (where she was cast
shows from San Franciso to Los Angeles. She met her ©  as Jack, Doc, and Reggie’s secretary - the cutest secre-
husband Lou in LA. Lou was a dialect coach for radio tary in Hollywood); Murder Will Qut; Lux Radio The-
actors and helped Jeanne with dialects and develop- ater; The Whistler, Nero Wolf;, Stars Over Hollywood:;
ing her favorite Gunsmoke (she loved the cast and did the last radio

A REPS Preaident Bilf Parker
ieleomeds Jeanne Bates.

= Tk Senset interviems
Jeanne at Harch mecting,

:  AFRA and suffered some of the intimidation that ex-
isted in those days toward union members.

N

R L R A

characters show); Cisco Kid and numerous other shows. Jeanne
(little old la- moved seamlessly into a TV and Movie career with
dies as op- - live years as the Nurse in Ben Casey; Day’ of our

Lives, Gunsmoke; Wings; Sister, Sister; and Commish.
Her movie credits features 22 films at Columbia as a

posed to inge-
nues). She
contract player with several Westerns and many first
run movies such as Mr Blandings Builds his Dream
House where she became [riends with Cary Grant.
She has done such recent films as Grand Canyon

and Eraserhead.

was an early
member of

C I L R

e

= Jeanne ¢ friend” continued on page 4
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JEANNE BATE

...continued from page 3

When asked about her favorite people in show
business it is clear that Jeanne never met a person she
didn't like. She did single out Jack Kirkwood, Sidney
Greenstreet, Wally Maher, Gale Gordon, Anne Miller,
the director Von Stroheim, John Payne (who was the
most accident prone person she ever met), Norman
McDonald, Virginia Gregg, and Bill Conrad as people
who were real professionals and nice people. When
asked about her favorite entertainment venue she
unhesitatingly said “live theater” - particularly musi-
cals. Her theater credits include Funny Girl, Wizard
of Oz, Dog Music, Cabaret, and No No Nanelte.

Jeanne left us with the following pearls of wisdom.
“You must keep up your memorization skills.” She
memorizes Shakespeare sonnets while she exercises
on a Nordic Track. “When doing westerns don't wear
cotton underwear while riding a horse. They bunch
and-develop blisters. Always wear silk.” And finally,

: “Ididn't do a
lot of comedy
but | can be

forward 1o
Jeanne’s return
and watch for

mance

—jli—

= Jeanne Bates
and cowbay bera
Charles Starret,
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funny." We look -

her next perfor-

by Joy Jackson
D #7333 / / /
ST
presented Quiet Please: “The Thing on

the Fourbel Board” and “Sunbonnet Sal”,
written by Bob Mott. In the cadt for the two
recreations were Larry Albert. Bill Brooks,
Peggy Jordan, Jobhn Jensen, Dave Selvig,
Jack Betz, sound by Jobn Kirkland, musie

by Randy MeMillan. For “Sunbonnet Sal”,
Lynda Glaspey auditioned and won the part

. of the “cuckoo”. Engineering was by Donald

Zongker:

The second part of the meeting was a
“Getting To Know You" session. One by one,
each person in attendance introduced his or
berself, mentioned their past (or present)
occupation, and either what kind of radio
shows they collected or the kinds of shows
they liked to listen to. This was s0 well
recetved that we will bave to do it again
domelime.

See the club bio's on the next page! v
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24 Marvelously Talented and Friendly Performers
will be on hand for our seventh annual Showcadse
event to be beld June 25th - 26th at Seattle Center!

Sort of like the country boy gone to the big

city, neck cranked back, eyes bugged out at the :
: high level of volunteerismn. This year almost
- 40 people are assuming part of the load, rang-

tall buildings, exclaiming— “Golllllly!
Thats how OTR fans feel when they realize

that they have yet another opportunity to hang
: manding engineering function to drivers to
- site coordination, registration, photography
+ and much more. We can always use assistance
+ 5o contact us if you can help out.

out with these old and new friends. How can
we not have a super time?!
Is there anyone who doesnt know the cast?

First, the company of returning
[friendds...

Harry Bartell.. Dick Beals. . Frank Buxton
...Stewart Conway. .. Larry Doblin. .. Sam Ed-
wards., .. Herb Ellis...Ray Erlenborn. . Ant Gil-
more. . Sandra Gould. . Merrill Mael. . JoAnna

Stratton, Jr.. Ginny Tyler.. Anne Whitfield
(Phillips). .. Rhoda Williams. .. Douglas Young,

Then, new Showcade visitors to add so
muich o the mix...

Tommy Cook...Charles Flynn.. Alan Young,

And, doing live mudsic again, with great
talent and enthusiasm...
Esther Geddes...Randy & Chris McMillan

“Breathe on a mirror.”

One member was heard to say “If someone
can't get excited about this assembly of such
nice people with so much talent and history,
they need to breathe on a mirror to be sure
they're still living.”

 Nearly 40 Volunteerds
The Showcase has always been marked bya 3
+ tradition, with one being done at each previm
+ Showcase. Though Merrill Magl has so much
: diverse acting talent, it5 such a delight to hea
+ him do Uncle Fletcher again and again.”

ing from the highly technical, and time de-

Ongoing thanks to every one of these dedi-

cated folls!

The Program

With the “Mystery at the Mike" theme, our

+ co-chairs have added structure, but stayed
March. .. Tyler McVey...Norma J. Nilssen, . Gil

flexible in adding other ingredients as the cir-

: cumstances and/or tradition suggested. And,
+ in keeping with history, each show has at least
: one person who worked in the original

According to Mike Sprague “We've used the

. theme each year to provide a backdrop for all
: the activities. It fun, but its not binding,"

Theres ample evidence in the re-creation se-

* lections to support that statement. Naturally, a
+ show like Suspense fits in, as does The Adven-

. tures of Nero Wolfe. Broadway Is My Beat also

+ slides in comfortably,

Clearly westerns and kids' shows had mys-

lery plots, as demonstrated by Red Ryder and
- Jack Armstrong, All American Bay.

Joy Jackson and Mike Sprague are not the

- least bit defensive about the mystery connec- -
- tion for The Alan Young Show and for Vic & Sade.

Mike states “Alan Young is a darned nice

+ man that we've wanted to have come for a lor
. time. It worked this year and we're extremely
- pleased. The episode we're doing is exceptior
. ally funny, and Alan will work in another re-
+ creation as well.”

And Joy adds that “Vic & Sade has become |

PEMCO does it again!
Our friends at PEMCO Financial Services

again made a generous donation that allowed
: us to be more financially responsible with the
: out of town performers. Be sure and visit the
- PEMCO hooth in the Exhibitor Room. You'l
+ like the people.

Exbibitor Room taking shape

Under Janet Conrads leadership, exhibitors

+ are signing up to offer their wares to an appre
. cative group of attendees.  Browse. buy.

Come and Enjoy!

Each year, some of our performer friends

+ will say “This was the best one ever!” We wan
; thermn to leel that way again, Il they have [un,
+ 5o dowe.

- Don’t forget to vote!

Members are encouraged 1o vote for the

REPS Radio Appreciation Award, as described
in an insert with this Air Checl:, Ballots must]
. be received by Mike Sprague by June 8th.

e e ————
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Evaryone is open fo bid.

- vention badge. So once you have checked in, you ore

= free to start bidding. Bid sheets will be in the vendor :
- room olong sid each item. Check periodically just in cose
* dossic show and the reaction ot the fime. Memorable

= somenne hos bid over you, so you con bid over them!
: Bidding starts ot 3:00 p.m. Friday and ends Sofurday

: one half hour after dinner. You do nof need to be in at- :
* include: “Thonks for the Memory” by Bob Hope;

+ tendance fo win. Anyone ahsent that has the high-
= est bid will be contacted the following day. If you ore

- present on Saturday evening poyment needs fo be

+ made then. Cosh or check only please.

- If you ore not attending the showcose, you stil con

- still porficipate. Send your bid fo: Reps Silent Auction,
- 6530 47th Ave. SW, Seottle, WA 98136, Nothing re-
+ caived later thon Friday June 25th con be accepted.

= Just indicate which item you wish to bid on ond your

»  highest omount you are willing to poy. Make sure

= you include your nome, oddress ond o doy time

o —— Y *

; tors coming each year! f you need any further informo-

phone number.

Al of the proceeds go to the guest fund for the con-
vention. Bid generously so we can keep these fine oc-

+fion please contoct Jonet Conrod ot 206-935-5905.

: A few notes on some of the items... The

¢ fromed photogrophs wese token during the 1998 Show-
- cose by Christopher Conrod ot his studio. They copture
* the charm and charisma of each of these fine men.

- The Orson Welles War of the Worlds record album is

"the actuol broodcast by the Mercury Theatre on the Air -
: 05 heord over the Columbin Broodcasfing System, Octo- :
< ber 30 1938." The album cover alone may be worth

the minimum bid, vividly llustrating the droma of this

< quotes really set the tone for fun listening.

What you will hear on Radios Famous Theme Songs

+ "lournay into Melody” from One Man's Family: The

@w

REP3 ol LENT ANCTION SHAPIN 11

The Silent Auction REPS is baving al this years Showcase VII is coming together
nicely. Janet Conrad and Cliff Glaspey are working on this and there are some very
nice itemd thankd to the efforts of many contributors. Proceeds go to the Showcase Guest
Fund for travel expendses at Showease VIII in 2000. Below i a preview of the rules to

2w, Participate and the itemd we bave so far:

© AUCTION PROCEDURE...
= Your bid number is the some os the number on your con- *

* “Williom Tell Overfure” from the Lona Ronger; ond
"Love Nest” from Burns ond Allen.

+ Eve Arden’s book Three Phases of Eve: In o coresr

- spanning o half century, Eve Arden fimly established

+ herself as one of America’s besHoved and most od-

- mired actresses. Radio’s Our Miss Brooks tells her

+ story in he some rollicking style with which she octed
= and fived. Any fon would find value in this book outo-
= graphed, “1 hope you enjoy reading this as much os |
+ enjoyed writing it! Love, Eve Arden”

JTEMS TO BE AUCTIONED:

- &FWMWW@ g Bt
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“WAV T0 GO ANDY CASUMAN & FRIENDSY

school, and scrape
around for fund-
ing. Broadcast
Center NW in-
stalled and fine-
tuned the equip-
ment,

by: Joy Jackson
Date; January 2,
1999

Subject: Overlake
Broadcasting
Presenters: Andy .
Caslhman. oW a = P = - ,,.,fafs_":_:'fs Thiss wie 1%
senior at Overlake f x

Hivh Schools Lat kids to start with,
-lg F cmg 5 oe now there are 25.

(FNeill, a junior;

Michael Schneider, The shows are

a NeewCoImer to h REPS member Andy Casbman and elassmates Lora Nedd! (left) and Michael }'.Il'E‘—I'E‘COI'dEd s and
the school Schneider (right} talk about Overlake High School’s radio station. a computer loads

them.

Andy saw a note
from the seniors last year, which was a query
about setting up a radio station. Although the
idea petered out, it lit a fire in Andy over the
summer, and he took charge of it. He came up :
with a cost and feasability study. The FCC hasa They have a varied collection of individual

The direct signal covers all the school build-
ings, and one mile outside. They have a live
feed into the computer hookup in the audito-
rium

special category, Part 15, dealing with low- . shows, ranging from classical music to reading
powered educational stations. The question was : books, to rock and reggae. Andy’s show is called
how to reach a large audience with a low pow- . Theatre of the Mind, and he uses his own OTR
ered signal. + collection. His personal focus on OTR is

There were three options: comedy: Fibber McGee, Burns &

carrier current signal (good Allen, Life of Riley.

for 100 feet within a f They had some problems
building), assisted listen- with reception, and Todd
ing (a band of an FM Clark, from KOMO AM

mﬁtion), or over the 1000 helped them to in-
Internet. They have a
small 8-foot tall transmitter

crease the quality of their
signal.

(tower); most of their equip-

ment came from “The Elec-

tronic House of Bargains” — another

classmate buys broken equipment at garage

sales and fixes them up. Their studio is

one-half of a supply room.

The REPS Internet site has a
link to Overlake Broadcasting and
vice versa, The internet web
server has digital, realplayer
software, and live feed. Andy’s
next project is getting the
REPS catalog on-line.

They had to come up with
a formal presentation for the
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A A clipping from The Tacoma News Tribune,
dated Thursday, October 19, 1939
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Big Band Era The shortage of tires and gasoline made one-

The Gredt

{Fifth In a series)

1943

James F. B was a

tion. It became

ized into a half-hour
when it was § by Rinso.

hits ever W it portrayed

The hit songs

in Love and Out of My Dreams.

they were still a-changing.
more and more light, escapist €
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s were included.  Supreme C
inted h
Office of War Mobilization, created to coord-
inate activities of government agencies involved
in civilian supply production and/or distribu-
possible to produce penicillin

ead of the supposed

Campbell Soups to stop sponsoring
Aﬂl:"y - the show was canceled after 4,000 ;
performances. Fortunately, the show was (7) Charlie Spivak, (8)
gram in the fall, Sammy Kaye and (10) Vaughn Monroe.

It ap that a lot of Americans Werc
yearning for 2 entimental, nostalgic glimpse of
an era in which life was more direct, less com-
plicated than in the war-torn period. Therelore, IMTY James.
a Broadway musical became oné of the biggest
a vanished state-of-
mind. Oklahoma! was the first collaboration of
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II,
and it set a new mark for a long- i
were the title song, alon
Oh, What a Beautiful Morning, The Surrey
With the Fringe on 10p, People Will Say We're

run musical.

Insofar as big bands were concerned, times
Citizens still wanted
ntertainment.

night stands well nigh impossible

During the final months of 1942, the

musicians’ union ban on

ings wasn't no-

ticed much because there was 2 big backlog of

tunes to be released. But, the ban drag

C d

Thingsmc%gm! gl:n Eavorofﬂm Allies in into ‘43 and the effects becamcmqrcevi ent. A
World War II as the Germans Were driven out ot of vocal groups were called into action to
of North Africa. Troops [rom the u.s., provide humming m'rumcr rhg,rglmnc supporting
Canada and France went storming into Sicily sounds and this continued until the ban finally
and this led to the resignation of Mussolini as ended in the fall of the year. One of my favorite
Italian premier. General Eisenhower was fecordings of that genre is by Dick Haymes -
named Supreme Commander of Allied forcesin  You'll Never Know - with The Song Spinners.
December. In spite of the improving News,

purpose. Thank goodness,

asked for something else.

The top 10 bands, according to a Bi

on

At least the head of the AFM, James C. Petrillo,
there were some additions to our ration list in sanctioned V-Discs 10 help keep up morale of
this country - meat, fats, cheese and canned Overseas service personnel. These had some
ourt Justice unique, non-commercial recordings and were
to be destroyed after serving their
they were not!
This was part of one of the most musically
uctive periods in history. One big hit was
aking a Chance on Love, which Ethel Waters
on a large scale after discovery of a mold on a sang in the musical Cabin in the Sky. She did
cantaloupe in Peoria, Illinois. The New York not like a lullaby she was su%:osed to sing and
Y ankees beat the St. Louis Cardinals in the #5550 . ernon
World Series and the Chicago Bears took the 1nto his trunk for this tune as a replacement.
NFL championship by beating the Washington ;
Redskins. Count Fleet won the Triple Crown Parade the first 14 weeks c&' the year and it was
1d buy him, either first or second for eight of those weeks.

Duke dug
There Are Such Things was on The Hit

racing. The shortage of tin for cans forced college survey were: (1) Harry James, (2)
Amos ‘n’ Tommy Dorsey, (3) Glenn Miller, (4) Benny

Goodman, (5) Jimmy Dorsey, (6) Kay Kyser,
i red Waring, 1[;9}

he

runway winner as top vocalist was, just as

you'd suspec

Next issue: 1944
e € >< >< ><
Thrilling Days of Yesteryear
(An Old Time Radio Newsletter)
with Editor: John Rayburn
p. O. Box 36106
Denver, CO 80236
Fax: (303) 978-9216
Email: JHnybﬁB!?ﬁml.cum

A A reprist 1t iele from
i & fre the July-Auguat, 1998
newsletter “Thrilling Days of K‘.ﬁe:yfar’

t, Frank Sinatra. G-1's were dis-
mayed when their favorite pin-up girl, Betty
Grable, got married, but they were able to take
it because she married their f avorite band leader,

Until next time, may all your tomorrows be
filled with the warm memories of yesterday.
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@% emories

A Sandra Gould as ‘Mise Duffy’
Sroe Daffys Tavern ¥

A Peg Lynchk as Ethel Arbuckle” from
The Private Lives -‘;f Ethel eF Albert
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9936 NE 197th Street
Bothell, WA 98011

SECORD PRINTING ® GOOD PEOPLE!

(Dier meansletior is Bistinctive, Son't o ik ? T e continee to thank \/g;lﬂy Shecorl) off Secord! &P rinting for
meetking it so. SHis kinthness in Honating so much tonard) this efffert is super. =Aul iz Baughter SXedi, along
with = Heenta é#ﬁnéﬂﬁn the qraphics/layout staz, both lake 7 real intécest in SHir Toherk. __'-',fﬂﬂ coueld) sy
thenfs by sending sowe printing piork their way. $25-883-2182
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Both Old Time Radio and current materials (designated C) are on the air. To the best of our knowledpe, this is when and wher,
THE ONLY WAY WE WILL BE ABLE TO CORRECT THIS LIST 15 WHEN WE RECEIVE NOTES AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS.
If you know of others, or if any of these need comection, please let Air Check know One such change is fim Dolans Radit
Entertaimment Network, now each weekday instead of Sunday. Please let the stations and spansors (ifany) know of your appreciation.

it —_—F S ——

Mystery Plavhouse (C) KW 770 AM 9:06-10PM Saturday

Mystery Playhouse (C) KNEW 770 AM 9:06-10PM Sunday

When Radio Was EMNMW 770 AM 10PM-1AM Saturday

When Radio Was EMNXW 770 AM 1AM-4AM Saturday

When Radio Was EINXW 770 AM 10PM-124M Sunday

When Radio Was KLKI 1340 AM 6PM-TPM M-F {Anacortes)
OTR CFMS 98.5 FM O-10PM Saturday (Victoria)
OTR SiskindHerman ERRS SAP FM 20PN Sarurday

OTE Dolan ERRS SAPFM 11PM-2AM M-F {note change)
Odysseyichildren (C) KCIS 630 AM 7:30AM Saturcay
Odyssey/children (C) KCIs 630 AM T:30PM M-F

Ruby In'galac. Gumshoe (C) KUOW 949 FM 10:30PM M-F

Unshackled () KCIS 630 AM 930PM Sunday

OTR CFMI 101.1 BM 10FM Sunday {Vancouver)
Eadio Replays CENW 050 AM 11:10 BM W-F (Vancouver)
Golden Age of Radio Theater KLAY 6PM-12PM Saturday

Golden Apge of Radio Theater KLAY IPM-6FPM Sunday

PAGE 12 » SPRING « 1999 AIR CHECK * VOL. 9 » NO. 2




