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ruly ome of the remarkable sto-
ries of REPS has been the resurrec-
tion and re-establishment of our Old
Time Radio Tape Library. From a
near disastrous fire of two years
ago, at the home of Darrell and Vi
Anderson, to the establishment of a
new high in tape holdings is an in-
credible story. Unquestionably the
total loss of their home and many
personal possessions would have
been reason enough for the Andersons
to abandon their role as Tape Library custodians but
when the ashes were settled Vi and Andy’s response was,
“(Give us a chance to rebuild our home and we will find a
place and the time to continue the Library™. At the time
of the loss REPS had just passed the 2,000 program level
and Chairman Joy Jackson was getting concerned about
tinding new material that the club could afford. On top
ol this problem the fire destroyed about half of our col-
lection. The one saving grace was Joys farsightedness in
maintaining a master file of each tape at her home. David
Speelman stepped into the breach and offered to main-
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Tap keit:
Darrall Anderson;
Top sight:
¥i Anderson;
Boftom, [t 1;
Michae! Comstock,
(ienn Siesan,
Chaliman Joy Jackson
o CHiFF Glaspey

tain the
Library until the Andersons home was restored; Michael
Comstock and Cliff Glaspey assisted Joy in restoration;
and, new member Glenn Sisson led an aggressive cam-
paign to add new material to the Library. Two years later
the Anderson’s are not only “back in business” but are
supporting an increase in holdings of 50%. REPS Li-
brary is not known just for its quantity but also its qual-
ity: If you haven't checked it out lately maybe now is the
time. A hearty “well done” to Joy, Vi, Darrell and all of
their volunteers!

€7 Sag raffed sfary on papa 3.
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REPS MEMBLRSHIP

REPS welcomes into membership those who have an interest in Old Time
Radio and/or current radio drama, variety, comedy, etc. There are three
membership categories.

MEMBERSHIP 15T YEAR REMNEWAL
Regular $22 %18
Student %13 59
Vision impaired 513 59

Constder 5% g:‘ft MMIW For Any Occaston!

FROM THE LDITORS DESH..

% this Issue we are featuring our Tape
Library with its fantastic growth and the effort
by its valunteers. See the article by Joy Jackson
in this issue regarding the new Library
supplement which should be included in this mailout.

,%ke Sprague is off and running with Showcase VII and Janet Conrad
has a great idea. See Mikes article and start making plans [or next June.

%mmber is our Annual Meeting, Election of Officers and our First
Annual Christmas & Holiday Party. The Radio Readers are hard at
work and the Marines will be here 1o pick up Toys for Tots and there
will be games and surprises. Don't miss this meeting. Look for the
ballot and vote for our outstanding Officer Candidates for 1999,

,%embér Larry Siskind documents his search for THE ETERNAL
LIGHT. Can anyone help Larry in his quest?

'%ve you heard member Larry Albert on Jim French’s Sherlock
Holmes stories on the KIRO Mystery Theater? Great stories, greal acting.

% those of you who missed some of our programs Bill Farker and
Jov Jackson provide write-ups on recent meetings.

.%-na]l}: we [requently get comments on the high quality of the Air
Check printing but the responses from this years Showcase edition were
just overwhelming. Our thanks to Jay Secord and his daughter Keri and
Brenda Ellenberg [or their absolutely superior effort. If you have any
printing requirements you absolutely can't do better than Secord Printing.

Terry Mahony
Air Check Editor
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With the September supplement, the REPS
library now stands at 3017,

Major donors for this addition have been
Glenn Sisson and Frank Rosin. Michael
Comstock did his usual stellar job at making
circulation copies.

Highlights of the September supplement:
Barry Craig (action/adventure/mystery), Bing
Crosby/Philco Radio, Black Museum (Orson
Welles—true crime), Counterspy, Crime
Classics, Crime Club, Horatio Hornblower,
Jungle Jim, Lux Radio Theatre (Bogart} and
Tarzan.

I listened to Lux Radio Theatre’s rendition of
“To Have and Have MNot". It was easy to see that

Bogie and Bacall.

Also added was a selection of soap operas:
Brighter Day, Guiding Light, Just Plain Bill,
Lorenzo Jones, Ma Perkins; Our Gal Sal, Right
to Happiness, Romance of Helen Trent, Stella
Dallas and Young Dr, Malone,

Revisit Showcase V, with Sitting Around and
Visiting. Check out a meeting: Collectors and
Jo Anna March,

My favorite among this bunch are 2 tapes
entitled “Fighting Air Force”. These are actual
transmissions from onhoard B29s flying over
Japan, or interviews at Air Force bases. One of
the interviews was with the crew of the Enola
Gay. The transmissions were generally done by
broadcasters, with the exception of one who
had to be a pilot. His voice was fairly flat in its

delivery. But you could tell when he got excited.

LW ADDITIONS
LIBRARY ENHANCE OUR
GROWING COLLECTION

+ The slight rise in tone as he comments

o'clock.” His concern about the incom-

+ ing Japanese fighters seeps out of his

. rock-steady voice, It made me feel like

1 was there, The broadcasts fade in and

+ out at times, and 1 could hear navigation
. warnings from the flight deck. I am
grateful for the opportunity to hear such
+ a piece ol actual history, rather than just
- reading about it.

+ Runyon Theatre

: tapes that had been
* missing/destroyed.

+ Yeah, Cliff! We keep
! plugging awayon |
* those missing |

it was the genesis for Bold Venture. Both starred -
+ IMAslers. [

1-‘5 gf |

[0 REPS TAPE

Tonight KIRO 3:00

Starring~

CHARLES
LAUGHTON

“Another one at 11 o'clock. Onie at 3

Cliff Glaspey replaced all of the Damon

NEW TIME
NEW STATION
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NOTICEM™ TO ALT MEMEBERS
AND HONORARY MEMIBEBRS:

Silent &AAuction pmﬂe@ as
Showease Shundraiser

=By A ike Sprague

Under the leadership of Janet Conrad, a
Silent Auction is taking shape as a fundraiser
for the PEMCO/REPS Radio Showease V11 in
June 1999,

Janet says “Our hope is that members, in-
cluding our wonderful Honorary Membets,
will donate items that others will want to
have,” Janet recently bought a War of the
Worlds record album with a spectacular co-
ver, . just so she can donate it to the auction.

AUTOGRAPHED PHOTOS SHOULD BE BIG

Remember the really special photos that
were a part of the Showcase issue of Air Check?

They were taken by Janet’s husband (William Conrads
son) Christopher, in their studio.

The cover featured a group shot of Harry Bartell,
Dick Beals, Larry Dobkin and Ray Erlenbom, Many have
commented on the exceptional quality of that photo. All
four actors have agreed to autograph a large print of it,
and then Janet will have it framed for the Auction, They
will do the same thing on their individual shots.

WHAT DO YOU HAVE?

If everyone digs deep, with high creativity, just think
how much can be raised. ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO
TO THE SHOWCASE GUEST FUND, which is dedi-
cated to allowing us to be responsible in the expenses of
OTR performer guests who come to Seattle,
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One member, on hearing about the Augtion, said

I “T've got an autographed copy of Eve Arden’ biography.
: Itsa great book, but I'll never read it again. You can
+ have it for the Auction.” :

 START NOW!

Please don't wait, thinking summer is a long way ofl,

There will be much time needed to develop an informa-
+ tive flyer, with ample lead time before the Showcase. Even
: folks who can't attend will be able to bid if they wish.

: DETAILS LATER

Exact details on the process and the items will be

+ included in the next Air Check. Janet Conrad can be
* reached at 206-284-5663, 6530 47th Ave. SW, Seattle,
WA 08136,
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COOKIES & COWBOYS

Cowboy shows could have been
Rnown as “Grains’— sponsored
by either cereal companies or

bread companies.

ey 7] T A 3 t 1
Sl ol aeker, e ;_?,"r--l".l-.-;,r antt Sam Shimone =

oy Rogers ?:"rhm [Bag*ﬁuﬂatlw Evans. Smiley Burnett

Fury

HHY HI]EEHS (Bill Parker presenter)

“He came from nothing, and earned everything
he ever had.” (Leonard Malfin)

Born Leonard Sly, in Duckrun, Ohio.

Original singing group: Sons of the Pioneers
(not old enough to be The Pioneers); provided
background music for Gene Autry musicals.

Roy was plogued by mike fright.

When Gene Autry went on sirike for more
money, Republic substituted Roy for him in the
mavie “Under Western Skies”. Studio ran him os
a competing series. His first “A” western, with
John Wayne and Walter Pigeon in 1940,

A very religious Christian.

Co-star was Trigger; raised from a colt and
tought lofs of tricks.

No one ever died during his episodes;
Always had a grizzled side kick.

After his first wife died, he morried Dale Evans
in 1947,

Roy died in August 1998.

Pancho
Pat Butrum
California Carlson
; Tonto |
SRE Deaver (and “mﬁ" GERE AUTRY
B COWBOY CODE
- acky bridged)
Sherrill Mike Shaw (abridg
== 1. Rever be uniair
e
SR 2. Rever betray
3. Tell the truth
HH] HWEH (Sam Simone presenter) % E: dkﬁmf:nchlldren
Ran complete episodes, 7:30 pm on Tuesday, 5. Combat Racial
Thursday, Saturday. Drehidice

Phrases: "You hetcha, Red Ryder”, “Giti'em up,
papoose” by Liftle Beaver
Short stories written by Fred Harmon

Broodcost on the Blue Network (west coost);
Mutual had the Lone Ranger on the East const.

6. Be helplul
Be a good worker

8. Heep yourself and all
of your stuff clean

9. Tave respect for your

N elders and others
THM MII (Dave Selvig) "‘*:tu 10. Have a patriotic
Sponsored by Ralston

;ﬁ{: attitude
Tom was from Dobie Texas. L

It was o western detective program, using contemporary stories, focusing on realism and real
characters.

5 times o week for 15 minutes; 1949 moved fo 3 fimes o week, 30 minute complete episodes.
Top premium givers.

From the book “Don't touch that dial”
1. Representative of civilization—pitted against anarachy; fostering patriots
2. Chompions of the oppressed
3. Communicators of morality (working hard, father/son relationships, honesty, fairness)

=
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ROR BLACKR
RECREATES LOR

Bob Blackburn, the popular “voice of the Sonics”,

entertained a packed house at our June Meeting

at the Queen Anne
Library Auditorium.

Bob's announcing days began
in the early 1940’ as a teenager
in Southern California and evolved
over the years as he moved from
Los Angeles to Portland and finally
Seattle. Bob highlighted his early
days in radio and how he went
from announcing to becoming a
disc jockey and, finally, broad-
casting sporting events and event
recreations.

REPS members were fascinated
with the realism that Bob could
produce with a few letters on a
“ticker tape” for a “script”, some personal sound

effects and, most importantly, a good imagination.
: Portland. Over the years Bob developed many
- friendships in the sports and entertainment
world.

Working in innumerable foul balls, arguments,
and incredible game delays, while telegraph
communications were lost was just one of the
tests that Bob faced in recreating sports. So real-
istic was his work that Bob submitted tapes of
recreations for job applications and the station
managers reviewing the programs thought that
they were listening to live broadcasts. Besides
baseball Bob did LA Rams football, ice hockey
and the 1952 Republican Convention.

A fun sidelight was developed when REPS
favorite Ginny Tyler and Bob related some

“Cerrt E/ﬂﬁﬁnny antt Aol =Blackbrn al one Cg/rf.rmﬁ meeting

-~
=
%

: practical jokes that they help set up when they

were doing back-to-back shows at KEX in

In developing our program the recurring

theme was, as expressed by a former baseball

: umpire and acquaintance, Gil Stratton, “Bob is

* a really good guy." We would all agree with that,
: and particularly our [riends at the Evergreen

: Radio Reading Service for the blind who received
* a generous donation from Bob after the meeting,
* Members are awaiting a return performance and
: “Bob, we won't wait too long.”
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have been collecting old-time radio shows for the guise of religion were frequently exposed. In the pro-
about 30 years. In that time there was one program [ gram titled “Ghosts Who Sit in Parliament,” (broadcast

that T especially wanted, The Eternal Light, Fifty yearsago  { January 11, 1953) Ezekial Hart, a Jew, was elected to the
as a child 1 rementber listening to this program and being Canadian Parliament in 1808 and traveled to Quebec, then
moved by its powerful dramas. Unlike real life, in the Canadas capital. In order for him to be seated it was neces-
show Right always triumphed in the end, although some- sary for him to take an ath. The clerk insisted that he take
times at a terrible price. the oath on the New Testament and “as the

The Eternal Light reached the peak C)—-' true faith of a Christian.” Hart refused. He
of its popularity in the late 19405 J would take the oath only on the

and early 19505, The format of Books of Moses, and not on a
the show was [airly standard. It Bible representing someong elses
opened with a Hebrew chant, religion. The oath was not admin-
followed by “The Lord istered. A hostile Parliament,

(AR

PR

believing there could be only
one true religion—that ac-
o cepted by the majority of
%k'.?.‘!e., people living in Que-
bec—refused to seat
him. It later passed a
motion refusing to

spake unto Moses ades
saying command _Ja;
Kok
4 a

II"

the children of Is-
rael, that they

bring unto thee pure 5
oil olive, beaten for the lights ~ *
to cause the lamps to burn con-
tinually in the tabernacle of
the congregation, and it will
be a statute forever in your
generation ... THE ETER-
NAL LIGHT!" Thereafter fol-
lowed the drama. The show
ended with a guest speaker
who would briefly discuss the
theme of the story. The show
had no sponsor and free time
was macde available by the Na-
tional Broadeasting Company.
Somne of the biggest and best
known performers appeared in
the dramas, including Sam
Edwards, Edward G. Robinson, Jell
Chandler, and numerous others.

LA

seat any Jew at any
time regardless of the
fact that the person had
heen lawfully elected [rom his
district. In 1831 a more liberal
Parliament reversed the mo-
tion and granted full civil
rights to all. Harts stubborn
fight against religious bigotry
was vindicated
n 30 years [ have
never heard The Eter-
nal Light played on any old-
time radio show. T have never
seen it in any collectors' list. [ re-
peatedly placed ads in old-time ra-
dio publications asking aboul the
= me have classified The show and never received a response.
~ ) Eternal Light as a religious program, Even searches on the Internet were net pro-
similar to Unshackled and Family Theater. The show was ductive. The Eternal Light seemed to be one of the rarest, ex-
produced by the Jewish Theological Seminary and its dra- ; tant shows ever. Well, no more! 1 have obtained a small
mas stressed Jewish life and moral values. Relerences to number of these shows in excellent sound quality. Some are
Biblical stories were [requent; however, no effort was made complete and some are chopped toward the end. 1 hope to
to indoctrinate its listeners with religious doctrines as in obtain additional shows in the future. The Eternal Light will
Unshackled, or to get them to pray as in Family Theater. again he on the air waves, and first on my show (Grieve, Bob
The moral values stressed were diversity and toleration, : Herman). Copies will then be dubbed tor the REPS library
not conformity. Bigotry, narrowness and hate sold under so all can hear this fine example of old-time radio.

bk B R AR R R EEEE ST
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Interested in corresponding with an old fime radio
buff (and maybe setting up a visit)? Just respond fo
the Tollowing request received by Mike Sprague:

Date: Wedhesday. August 26 1998
35744 AM

From: markgapicknowlcomat

Subj:  Person interested in
corresponding with Aussle OTR buff

To HREREMIKE Seaolcom

Hi Mike! [ have Just discovered the wenderful material
about America’s Goldern Da vs of radio including your organization.
DLeing a baby boomer who grew up during those great days [ am excited to find so man Y
others who have a love for all those programs both in the US and Australia. / contact you
fo enguire whether there ma v be someone within your group of members who may like to
correspond with me as a pen friend fo share both our love of
countries and this interest. | set out my name and address

below " with the hope that there may be someone who would
fike to correspond | will write the mrma’ucfory letter as
soon as you supply a name and address.

Regards
Kichard Maetze

Contact Mike Sprague for Eichard's address If you wish fo contact bim
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Several people have rgggmgﬁe@ instructions on
how o receive the éyczﬁ‘gm&m progeams jéﬁ&fﬁcing g'
members SBob SHevman, Larry Siskind and

@Q-ém Dolan on their stereo G or DCGSR:

@ TUNC TO CLLANNEL O [ SCATILE]

—4

S—

=3

@) SCLLCT $0P UNDER THE MENU FOR AUDIO OPTIONS @

[CONSULT OWNERS MANUAL £OR DIRECTIONS]. =)
S

T0 DETURN THE TELEVISION OR VCR T0 NORMAL STEREO,
REVERSE STEP 2.

SHor complete schedule infiormation call

éngmm Radio ENeading SYervice at
(206)464-6930 or toll firee at [-800-542-0860. :
ot a schedule of programs from the ERadio
Entertainment cNetwork send a selfi addressed

stamiped cnvelope to:

REN <> D0, ROX CHIE1 <> SCATILE WA 981IE .
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REPS MEMBLER STARTS RADIO
STATION AND REPS WER SITE
SET 10 PRESENT JANUARY PROGRAM

REPS member Andy Cashman and group of his Overlake high school classmates have
started a radio station at their school and have incorporated Frank Rosin’s REPS
Web page into their formal. You can access {his site at hitp://welcome.to/reps, Andy
has promised to bring his friends over to a meeing after the first of the year.
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9936 NE 197th Street
Bothell, WA 98011

SECORD PRINTING 8 GOOD PLEOPLE!

(Do mrernsdetier is Mistinetive, Dot g thinede? Ve continar to rf.l':!.r?i'ﬂ'.l‘lf C'EJ’J“,H Sherael Ulif.-élrmrﬂ @-;Driﬁﬂﬂg' jfr}r
mecking it 0. e kintuess in Honating so woich travierrd) this effiort i super, SHtai) feis Baseghier SHeri, along
snith =B renla (im.-’.fmﬂﬂgn the graphics/layout sta, both take a veal interest in =i Cheek, éﬁm roult) say

ek rf-y .ﬁfwﬁ'i.u:? sewpie pirislig work their ey, $25-883-2182
—DUGLT SOUND RADID LSTINGS.
Both Old Time Radio and current materials (designated C) are on the air. To the best of our knowledge, this is when and where

THE OMLY WAY WE WILL BE ABLE T CORRECT THIS LIST [S WHEN WE RECEIVE NOTES AT THE ABCVE ADDRESS,
If you know of others, or if any of these need corection, please let Air Check know: One such change is Jim Dolans Radio
Friterzinment Network, now each weekday insiead of Sunday, Please let the stations and spensars (it any) know of your appreciation.

)f]-!
|

Mystery Playhouse {C) KIRO 710 AM 0:06-10FM Saturday

Mystery Plavhouse (C) KIRC 710 AM 9:06-10FM Sunday

When Radio Was KIRO 710 AM 10PM-1AM Saturday

When Radio Was KIRO T10 AM 1AM-4AM Saturcay

When Radio Was KIRD T10AM 10PM-12AM Suniday

When Radio Was KLKl 1340 AM 6PM-TFM M-F (Anacortes)

OTR CFMS 98.5 FM 9-10PM Saturday (Victoria)

OTR Siskind/Herman ERES SAP P B-9PM Sarurday

OTE. Dolan ERRS SAP FM L11PM-2AM M-F (note change)
Odyssey/children (C) KCIS 630 AM T:30AM Saturday
Odyssevichildren (C) K(C1s 630 AM T30PM M-F

Ruby In‘galac. Gumshoe (C) KUOW 94.9 FM 10:30PM M-F

Unshaclded (C) KOs 630 AM O:30PM Sunday

OTR CEMI 101.1 FM 10PM Sunday (Vancouver)
Radio Replays CENW 980 AM 11:10 PM M-F [Vancouver)

Golden Age of Radio Theater KLAY 6FM-12PM Saturday :
Golden Age of Radio Theater KLAY IPM-6PM Sunday A
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